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States

Gay marriage controversy: So-
cial Security Administration offi-
cials have begun to reject marriage
documents from New Paltz, N.Y.,

that were issued after Feb. 27, when
the village’s mayor, Jason West, started per-
forming wedding ceremonies for gay cou-
ples.

The policy is part of a document called
“Evidence of Identity for an SSN Card,”
which dictates what documents can be used
to obtain a Social Security Card. But the
agency stopped recognizing marriage certif-
icates in New Paltz for that purpose after
the February date. The agency says in the
policy that the legality of the documents is
“unresolved at the state level.”

Eric Rudolph trial: A federal judge has
ruled that investigators properly seized evi-
dence from bombing suspect Eric Rudol-
ph’s trailer and shed in North Carolina, mak-
ing it admissible at
trial.

Rudolph’s attorneys
had argued that federal
agents  improperly
seized items such as
books, a sales receipt,
81, 600in cash, two dag-
gers, bayonets and pis-
tols, which were not
within the scope of the
search warrants.

But prosecutors said
Rudolph had aban-
doned his property to
go into hiding in the North Carolina wilder-
ness after he was linked to the 1998 bomb-
ing of a Birmingham, Ala., abortion clinic
that killed an off-duty police officer and in-
jured a nurse.

Rudolph

Pauline Gore funeral: Former Vice Presi-
dent Al Gore remembered his mother at her
funeral Saturday as an inspiring role model
for women who believed education was the
“key to freedom in life.”

“She wanted everyone to personally feel
the enlightenment from knowledge that she
had felt in her own life,” Gore said of
Pauline LaFon Gore, who died Wednesday
at the age of 92.

More than 200 people attended the funer-
al at the United Methodist Church in
Carthage, Tenn.

Maryland house fires: Racial animosity
and revenge may have been motives in the
fires that caused $10 million in damage in
Maryland’s largest residential arson case, a

spokesman for federal investigators said
Sunday.

Four white men have been charged with
arson at the Hunters Brooke development,
where fires on Dec. 6 destroyed 10 houses
and damaged 16 others. No one was hurt.

On Saturday, officials arrested three
Maryland residents: Patrick Stephen
Walsh, 20, of Fort Washington; Jeremy
Daniel Parady, 20, of Accokeek; and Micha-
el McIntosh Everhart, 20, of Waldorf. They
were to appear Monday before a U.S. magis-
trate judge in Greenbelt.

A fourth person, Aaron L. Speed, 21, who
worked for a security company hired to
guard the development, is being held until a
hearing Tuesday.

Business

Anti-spamming lawsuit: A federal judge
has awarded an Internet service provider
more than $1 billion in what is believed to
be the largest judgment ever against spam-
mers.

Robert Kramer, whose company provides
e-mail service for about 5,000 subscribers
in eastern Towa, filed suit against 300 spam-
mers after his inbound mail servers re-
ceived up to 10 million spam e-mails a day
in 2000, according to court documents.

U.S. District Judge Charles R. Wolle filed
default judgments Friday against three of
the defendants under the Federal Racke-
teer Influenced and Corrupt Organizations
Act and the Towa Ongoing Criminal Con-
duct Act.

World

North Korea sanctions: Japan’s foreign
minister warned North Korea on Sunday to
recognize that it is running out of time to
halt its nuclear weap-
ons programs before
Tokyo and its allies de-
cide to impose econom-
ic sanctions on the iso-
lated communist state.

At a summit meeting
in southern Japan Fri-
day, Japan’s prime min-
ister promised South
Korea’s president that
Tokyo would hold off
imposing  economic
sanctions on North
Korea for now. North
Korea said last week it would treat sanc-
tions as a “declaration of war.”

But Foreign Minister Nobutaka Machimu-
ra said Pyongyang wasn't off the hook yet.

“North Korea needs to recognize that it

’]
Machimura

doesn’t have much time left,” Machimura
said during a talk show aired by public
broadcaster NHK, adding: “As for setting a
specific date as the deadline, we're still con-
sidering whether to declare one.”

Palestinian prisoners: Israel on Sunday
approved the release of 170 Palestinian pris-
oners in a goodwill gesture toward Egypt
and the new Palestinian leadership, officials
said, but a Palestinian ofﬁclal dismissed the
Israeli move as “cosmetic.”

News of the prisoner release came hours
after Israel ended a two-day military opera-
tion in the southern Gaza Stnp, leaving doz-
ens of Palestinian homes in rubble.

The prisoner release was part of a deal
with Egypt this month that brought home an
Israeli jailed by Cairo on espionage charges.

Prime Minister Ariel Sharon called Sun-
day’s decision by a ministerial committee a
“goodwill gesture” and spoke of “deep
friendship” for Egyptian President Hosni
Mubarak.

Australia Embassy attack: The Muslim
militants accused of bombing Australia’s
Embassy in Indonesia stopped to pray at a
mosque next to a government ministry mo-
ments before they carried out the attack, po-
lice revealed Sunday.

The disclosure came during a police re-
construction of the group’s alleged move-
ments ahead of the Sept. 9 blast, which
killed 10 people, one of them apparently a
suicide bomber, and injured more than 100.

It came days after foreign governments
warned that Islamic militants were plan-
ning more attacks on Western targets in In-
donesia, the world’s most populous Muslim
country.

War on terrorism

Gitmo tribunals: Two prisoners with al-
leged ties to the al-Qaida terrorist network
appeared Saturday before a U.S. military re-
view tribunal in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

One detainee, whose age was unknown,
was accused of bhOOHl‘lg an Afghan militia-
man and two civilians in 2003, said Navy Lt.
Gary Ross, a spokesman for the Combatant
Status Review Tribunals. Afghan militia-
men captured the detainee a year ago after
a shootout and grenade battle, Ross said.

Regional and factional militias helped the
United States rout the Taliban in late 2001.
The militias are being disarmed under a
U.N.-sponsored peace plan, and the United
States and its allies are training a new Af-
ghan army.

Stories and photo from wire services
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Misawa in finals for AF’s top base prize

Installation officials confident about winning $1 million, 2005 excellence award

By JENNIFER H. SVAN
Stars and Stripes

MISAWA AIR BASE, Japan — Misawa
will vie against McConnell Air Force Base,
Kansas, and RAF Lakenheath, England,
for the 2005 Commander in Chief’s Instal-
lation Excellence Award.

For the second consecutive year, Misa-
wa is in the running to be named best in
the Air Force. As a finalist, Misawa is guar-
anteed $500,000 for quality-of-life improve-
ments; it stands to get an additional
$500, 000 if it takes top prize.

Last year, Beale Air Force Base in Yuba
County, Calif, edged out Misawa and Avi-
ano Air Base in Pordenone, Italy, for the
2004 award.

But base officials here say they believe
the odds are in their favor this time.

Maj. Frank Dement, 35th Fighter Wing
staff director, noted that Kadena Air Base
was an Installation Excellence runner-up
in 2001, then won in 2003.

“We've been through the process before
and hosted the visit,” Dement s:

The IE Air Force evaluannn team, due
at Misawa from Jan. 31 to Feb. 13, has new
members this year, Dement said, “but we
know how things go. That should hopefully
give us a little bit of a jump start on plan-
ning and being able to tell our story. That’s
what it’s all about.”

The late President Reagan established
the award in 1984 to recognize bases that
best use funds for services, facilities and

lity-of-life initiatives, and to light ity relations and
commanders to adopt innovative ways to wnh Misawa city airport, which shares the
manage and operate their installations. flightline with the base.

“It's an ‘above and beyond' kind of
thing,” Dement said. “Improving efficien-
cy and makmg things happen better, faster
and cheaper.

Evaluators are to visit major tenants, the
commissary and main exchange, and vari-

on

The $500,000 prize Misawa earned as a
2004 finalist was spent adding a climbing
wall and skateboard park for the new Wea-
sel’s Den in Hangar 973, 10 new treadmills
for the Potter Fitness Center, new flooring
and bleachers at Lunney Youth Center,
keyless entry for base lodging facilities
and expand b ble televi-

ous units and

base. They're to talk with law enforcement
officers, chaplains, civil engineers, mili-
tary lawyers, housing officials and other
personnel.

“We'll highlight how we work hand-
in-hand with the Navy, Army, Marines”
and Japan Air Self-Defense Force, De-
ment said. Base officials also plan to high-

Gion sérvice from 23 channels (o 58 chan-
nels by early 2005.
ast that much again for
quality-of-life initiatives is a big deal, De-
ment said, especially since “it’s probably
another belt-tightening year.

this isolated region that we are in,
quality of life is so important,” he sai
E-mail Jennifer H. Svan at: svan.@psmpes.osd.mn
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ing a race against other kids attending the game, J.J. Sawyer, center, became the object of

attention for the clowning Harlem Ambassadors basketball team at Sasebo Naval Base’s Fleet Gym. The

Sasebo community
shares holiday spirit
with local orphans

BY GREG TYLER
Stars and Stripes

SASEBO NAVAL BASE, Japan
— About 80 children from an area
children’s home had a jolly good
time Saturday visiting the base
for a Christmas celebration in the
Community and Education Cen-
ter.

‘The main base and Hario Hous-
ing Village Chapel communities
donated presents for the children,
from Omura Kodomo Children’s
Home, via the Angel Tree Pro-
gram.

Santa and Mrs. Claus present
gifts and candy Saturday to
children from the Omura Kodomo
Children’s Home who visited the

The presentation was as excit-
ing as the presents for some of the
children. Santa Claus and his
wife, Mrs. Claus, distributed the

Ambassadors, led by Ladé Majic (7), who tried to teach him to “walk cool” Saturday night.

colorfully wrapped gifts.

Community and Education Center

Game’s all fun with Ambassadors

Sasebo all-stars are good sports
playing straight to Harlem team

BY GREG TYLER
Stars and Stripes

SASEBO NAVAL BASE, Japan — Half of the play-
ers on the basketball court Saturday evening were
all-stars — Sasebo’s finest. But start to finish, the
game was so much a joke that the 220 servicemem-
bers, families and others at the Fleet Gym laughed
almost non-stop.

That was the point: The local all-stars’ “competi-
tion” was the Harlem Ambassadors, the comedy bas-
ketball team heir to the Harlem Globetrotters.

The all-stars found themselves getting trounced
83-43. More to the point, perhaps, they found them-
selves serving more as props competition for
the Ambassadors’ brand of hoop high jinks.

The Sasebo appearance was part of the Ambassa-
dors’ “Around the World Tour,” which has carried
the team to 39 states and 19 other nation. While in
Japan, they played in Sasebo after dates at Misawa
Air Base and Yokosuka Naval Base, and were to
play at Kadena Air Base, Okinawa, on Sunday.

Despite the team’s emphasis on antics, said Lt.
Ralph Roe, the players’ athleticism is impressive.

“Did you see how easily they moved up and down
the court? It was almost effortless,” said Roe, who
regularly officiates games between base teams.

Command chaplain Cmdr. Har-
vey Ranard called the event very
successful.

“As a pastor, I believe that it's
important for Christians to sup-
port and minister to those in need
in the community wherein they
live and work, wherever that
might be,” the chaplain said.

“Reaching out to the children
of our host country, particularly
at Christmas, is something I be-
lieve the Lord would want us to
do”

After a hearty meal, the group
moved into the Main Base Chap-

at Sasebo Naval Base, Japan.

Last week, about S0 children
from Seibo No Kishi Children’s
Home visited the Hario Chapel
for a similar holiday event.

“I like providing opportunities
for interaction that build positive
and lasting memories for every-
one involved,” Ranard said.

“I know that each of the local
children we touch will remember
this all their lives,” he added,
“and each sailor and family mem-
ber who participated in the Angel
Tree Program will, too.”

Ladé Majic pulled David Freeman from the stands at
Saturday’s game and introduced him as her father.

“Our guys can do that for short periods of time some-
times, but these guys just did it continually.”

Eric Raby of Sasebo’s Security Department
played on the local all-star team. He said the scoring
wasn’t important, even though the local team got
walloped.

“It’s all scripted action and we don’t even really
cover them defensively. It’s all for fun,” Raby said.
“It’s all for the kids and for everybody to have [a]
good time.”

E-mail Greg Tyler at: tylerg@pstripes.osd.mil

el, where they heard a rendition
of the Christmas story.

E-mail Greg Tyler at
tylerg@pstripes.osd.mil

Kelly Holmes-Smith,
leaning in at left, and
her sister Jennifer,
behind her, serve
lunch Saturday to
children from the
Omura Kodomo
Children’s Home who
visited Sasebo Naval
Base for a Christmas
celebration.

'S BY GREG TYLER
Stars and Stripes
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Car bombs kill at least 62 in |

BY ABDUL HUSSEIN
AL-OBEIDI

The Associated Press

NAJAF, Iraq — Car bombs ex-
ploded Sunday at a Najaf funeral
procession and Karbala's main
bus station, killing at least 62 peo-
ple and wounding more than 120
in apparently coordinated attacks
in Irag’s holiest Shiite cities. Doz-
ens of gunmen roamed a main
street in downtown Baghdad, kill-
ing three Iraqi election workers
in avicious attack designed to dis-
rupt next month’s parliamentary
ballot.

The deadly strikes highlighted
the apparent ability of the insur-
gents to launch attacks almost at
will, striking in the heart of Bagh-
dad and in numerous other cities
despite confident assessments by
US. military commanders that
they had regained the initiative
after last month’s campaign
against militants in Fallujah.

‘The bombings in Najaf and Kar-
bala, predominantly Shiite cities
45 miles from each other south of
Baghdad, came just over an hour
apart. The first was a suicide blast
that ripped through minibuses at
the entrance to Karbala’s main
bus station, followed by a car
bomb in a central Najaf square
crowded with people watching a
funeral procession attended by the
city police chief and provincial

“There’s no doubt that there’s a
strong link between these two in-
cidents,” said Jalal Eddin
al-Sagheer, an official with the
leading Shiite political party, the
Supreme Council for the Islamic
Revolution.

“These operations aim at driv-
ing the Shiites away from the po-
litical process and toward acts of
revenge to undermine the nation-
al unity,” he added. “The whole
issue has to do with elections.”

Youssef Munim, an official at
Najaf's al-Hakim Hospital, said
47 people were killed and 69
wounded. Two more dead and 21
other wounded were taken to the
nearby al-Zahraa Hospital, ac-
cording to nurse Mohanad Abdul
Redha.

The car bomb detonated in Na-
jafs central Maidan Square
where a large crowd of people
had gathered for the funeral pro-
cession of a tribal sheik — about
100 yards from where Gov.
Adnan al-Zurufi and police chief
Ghalib al-Jazaari were standing.

“A car bomb exploded near
us,” al-Zurufi said. “I saw about
10 people killed.”

Al-Jazaari believed he and
al-Zurufi were the targets of the
attack, in which he said three
blasts were heard at about 2:45
pm.

Both men were unhurt.

“As I and the governor were
waiting for the funeral proces-

ATV camera captured this image of the aftermath of a suicide car
bombing outside Karbala’s main bus station Sunday. The blast killed at

least 13 people, according to hospital offi

Is. An hour later, a car

bomb shattered a central square in Najaf, killing at least 49 people.

sions three explosions occurred,”
al-Jazaari said. “We were target-
ed”

It was not immediately clear
what the other explosions were
from.

Residents were pulling bodies
of the dead from damaged shops
at the square, which is about 400
yards from the Imam Ali Shrine,
the holiest Shiite site in Iraq.

The blast brought down part of
a two-floor building on a main
thoroughfare. Dozens of local

governor.
U.S.

The Associated Press

As of Saturday, at least 1,304
members of the U.S. military
have died since the beginning of
the Iraq war in March 2003, ac-
cording to an Associated Press
count. At least 1,021 died as a re-
sult of hostile action, the De-
fense Department said.

The figures include three mili-
tary civilians. The AP count is
four higher than the Defense De-
partment’s tally, last updaled at
11:30 am. EST Friday.

deaths in

The British military has re-
ported 74 deaths; Italy, 19; Po-
land, 13; Spain, 11; Ukraine,
nine; Bulgaria, seven; Slovakia,
three; Estonia, Thailand and the
Netherlands, two each; and Den-
mark, El Salvador, Hungary and
Latvia one death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when Presi-
dent Bush declared that major
combat operations in Iraq had
ended, 1,166 U.S. military mem-
bers have died, according to
AP’s count. That includes at
least 912 deaths resulting from

Iraq

hostile action, according to the
military’s numbers.

The latest deaths reported by
the military:

W No new deaths reported.

The latest identifications re-
ported by the military:

M Marine Lance Cpl. Franklin
A. Sweger, 24, San Antonio;
killed Thursday in Iraq’s Anbar
province; assigned to 1st Battal-
ion, 3rd Marine Regiment, 3rd
Marine Division, III Marine Ex-
peditionary ~ Force, Marine
Corps Base, Hawaii.

Father apologizes for torching Marines’ van

men clambered over the rubble,
digging for survivors amid clouds
of dust and white smoke. Parts of
the facades of surrounding build-
ings were sheered off by the force
of the blast, exposing the rooms
inside.

In Baghdad, about 30 armed in-
surgents, hurling hand grenades
and firing guns, ambushed a car
carrying five election officials —
executing three — during the
morning rush-hour on central
Haifa Street, the scene of repeated
clashes between U.S. forces and in-
surgents.

Three officials of the non-gov-
ernmental Independent Electoral
Commission of Iraq were
dragged from their car, which
was later set alight. Two escaped
unharmed.

Pistol-wielding gunmen
their faces uncovered — forced
the officials to kneel in the middle
of Haifa Street, while the traffic
behind them on the thoroughfare
braked to a halt and panicked
drivers tried to reverse away
from the ambush site. One of the
officials was punched by the gun-
men as he lay on the ground, be-
fore the militants shot all three at
point-blank range.

The commission condemned
the attack as a “terrorist am-
bush.”

Paper details death

RALEIGH, N.C. — A Nation-
al Guardsman who pleaded
guilty to killing a 17-year-old
Iragi soldier said he shot the
young man after they had con-
sensual sex in a guard tower,
the News & Observer of Ra-
leigh reported Saturday, citing
court-martial records.

Pvt. Federico Daniel Merida,
21, pleaded guilty to murder
without premeditation and
other charges during a court-
‘martial in Iraq in September.

Merida was sentenced Sept.
25 to 25 years in prison and re-
duced in rank and will be dis-
honorably discharged. He is
being held at Fort Leaven-
worth, Kansas., a Leavenworth
spokeswoman said.

Merida, who was born in Ver-
acruz, Mexico, has a wife and
toddler son.

Soldier killed in Kuwait

KUWAIT CITY — One U.S.
soldier was killed and three in-
jured in a traffic accident out-
side Kuwait City on Sunday,
the U.S. military said in a state-
ment.

The statement said the “hit
and run” accident happened in
the morning, and the injured
soldiers were admitted to a ci-
vilian hospital.

The names of the soldiers
were withheld pending notifica-
tion of next of kin, the state-
ment said.

Gl loses custody fight

FORT WORTH, Texas — A
North Texas soldier who will
deploy to Iraq early next year
is furious that he recently lost
custody of his son because of
his military obligations.

John Wertz must comply
with a court order and deliver
his 9-year-old son to
ex-wife three days after Christ-

as.

Wertz won primary custody
of his son when his marriage to
Lisa Roberts dissolved in 1998.

From The Associated Press.

The Associated Press

HIALEAH, Fla. — A man has apologized for set-
ting fire to the van driven by a team of Marines who
had come to his house to tell him his son was killed
in Iraq.

“Thank God they opened their hearts to see me,”
Carlos Arredondo said after a private meeting with
the Marines on Saturday at a Marine base in Hiale-
ah, a Miami suburb.

Arredondo was celebrating his 44th birthday at
his home in Hollywood on Aug. 25 and had his
phone in his pocket, expecting a call from his son,
Marine Lance Cpl. Alexander Arredondo.

But then three Marines, members of a military Ca-
sualty Assistance Calls team, arrived and told him
his 20-year-old son had been killed in combat in
Najaf, Iraq, during his second tour of duty in Iraq.

“I got very upset. I felt like it was a bad ]Oke or
bad dream,” Arrendondo said. “I was crying.
was calling for Alex.”

Arredondo grabbed a propane torch and a gaso-
line can from his garage, yelled at the Marines to

leave, smashed a window of their van with a ham-
mer, poured gasoline in the vehicle and climbed in-
side.

As his mother tried to pull him out, he said, he ac-
cidentally turned on the torch.

The Marines put out the flames on his body. Jack-
son Memorial Hospital has given him an extended
payment plan to pay his $43,000 bill for burns that
covered 26 percent of his body.

On Saturday, Arredondo and his wife, Melida, met
with Marine Maj. Scott Mack and the three Marines
who went to his house. They discussed two scholar-
ships in his son’s name — one created by the Ma-
rines and the other by Blue Hills Regional Technical
School in Canton, Mass., where the younger Arredon-
do graduated. As a personal penance, Arredondo has
visited veterans in Boston hospitals.

After the hourlong meeting, everyone stepped out-
side, and Arredondo saluted and embraced the Ma-
rines.

“Whatever happened out there wasm't about
them,” he said afterward. “I wanted them to under-
stand I am very, very sorry.”

i
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Legal team reports Saddam in good spirits

BY JAMAL HALABY
The Associated Press

AMMAN, Jordan — From his prison cell,
Saddam Hussein urged his compatriots to
remain united against the U.S. occupation
and warned that upcoming elections could
divide the country, his lawyers said Sunday
after the legal team’s first meeting with the
ousted Iragi leader since his capture.

Tragi lawyer Khalil al-Duleimi met with
Saddam on Thursday, his Jordan-based
legal team said, as the Iragi government
has begun to push forward the process for
trying Saddam and 11 of his top deputies.

“Our representative in Iraq told us that
the president warned the people of Irag

and the Arabs to beware of the American
scheme aimed at splitting Iraq into sectari-
an and religious divisions and weakening
the [Arab] nation,” said Bushra Khalil, a
Lebanese member of Saddam’s defense

team of 20 attorneys.
“The president sent recommendations to
the Iraqi people to remain united and not
i ica’s slogans,” she

tians are all Iragis who all have to
stand united against the American plot.”
Al-Duleimi came to Jordan late Satur-
day to brief the legal team on the 4/ hour
meeting with Saddam, according lead attor-
ney Ziad al-Khasawneh.
Saddam’s health is good and his morale

is high, al-Duleimi told the rest of the legal
team, according to al-Khasawneh, al-
though he is kept in a 9-foot by 15-foot cell
“which lacks any information medium or
connection with the outside world.”

Speaking at a news conference in the Jor-
danian capital, the attorneys said al-Dulei-
mi told them Saddam has not see anyone
except his guards and the Red Cross repre-
sentatives who have visited him four times
since his capture. Al-Duleimi did not ap-
pear at the news conference.

Al-Duleimi was taken to the meeting
with Saddam in an armored vehicle with
darkened windows and did not know
where in Baghdad Saddam was being held,
the attorneys said. He is believed to be

held near the Baghdad International Air-
port, west of the capital.

Sometimes, Saddam hears aircraft fly-
ing over his cell, al-Khasawneh said. He
quoted the deposed leader as saying of the
airplanes: “These are probably going to
Fallujah. I live with their pain.

Al-Khasawneh said Saddam signed an af-
fidavit officially appointing the lawyers as
his defense team. The team had been ap-
pointed earlier by Saddam’s wife, Sajida.

On Saturday, Ali Hassan al- -Majid, the
former general known as “Chemical Ali,”
who is accused of gassing thousands of
Kurds in the 1980s, and Sultan Hashim
Ahmad, Saddam’s last defense minister, ap-
peared at the first in a series of hearings
held to gather evidence for eventual trials.

Cuba wraps up exercise preparing for potential U.S. attack

BY VANESSA ARRINGTON
The Associated Press

HAVANA, Cuba — Cubans
awoke to air raid sirens Sunday
and practiced shooting, putting
on gas masks and doing
duck-and-cover drills as the com-
munist nation wrapped up a week

of defense exercises to prepare
for a potential attack by the Unit-
ed States.

The activities, called the Strate-
gic Bastion 2004 Exercise, were
aimed at evaluating how pre-
pared Cuba is to confront possi
ble U.S. military action during a
second term by President Bush.

State-run newspapers reported
Sunday that the exercises were a
success, and that Cuba’s “capaci-
ty to resist and overcome an impe-
rialist_aggression” was demon-
strated.

Since even before the United
States launched its unilateral at-
tack on Iraq last year, Cuban au-
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thorities have insisted that a simi-
lar U.S. strike on their country is
possible.

“The risks of a [U.S.] aggres-
sion are real,” President Fidel
Castro said Sunday on Cuban tele-
vision, which showed him check-
ing in with officials around the
country, via teleconference, on

the status of operations.
American authorities have re-
peatedly rejected that idea, say-
ing there are no plans to attack
Cuba. Last week, the U.S. State
Department said the large-scale
exercises in Cuba were really to
distract people from the hard-
ships of their lives.

Poll shows more Japanese
viewing China unfavorably

The Yomiuri Shimbun (KRT)

TOKYO — The percentage of
Japanese feeling affinity with
China dropped 103 points from
last year to 37.6 percent in the
Cabinet Office’s annual public
opinion survey on diplomatic af-
fairs released Saturday, marking
the lowest figure since 1978,
when a comparable survey
began.

Those who said they did not
feel a sense of affinity with China
rose 10.2 points to 58.2 percent
from last year.

The figures reflected the cur-
rent sour state of relations be-
tween Japan and China caused by
recent disputes, such as China’s

development of natural gas fields
in the East China Sea and Prime
Minister Junichiro Koizumis
visit to Yasukuni Shrine.

The percentage of respondents
feeling an affinity with South
Korea rose 1.7 points from last
year to 56.7 percent. The figure
was the highest ever, apparently
due to recent Japanese interest in
television dramas and other cul-
tural products from that country.

The government has conducted
similar surveys every year since

978.

‘This year’s survey was conduct-
ed in October on 3,000 men and
women aged 20 or older across
the nation. Of these, 68.9 percent
responded.
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Republican senators at odds over Rumsfeld

BY GENARO C. ARMAS
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Acknowledging mis-
takes in Iraq by the Bush administration,
leading Republicans
expressed reluctance
Sunday that the White
House replace De-

nse Secretary
Donsid H. Rumsfeld,
who has lost the confi-
dence of some GOP
lawmakers over the
conduct of the war.

The chairman_of
the Senate Armed Ser-
vices Committee said
a change at the top of
the Pentagon would
be too disruptive, given the elections sched-
uled in Iraq for Jan. 30. Sen. John Warner,
R-Va, also said the administration was ad-
dressing the missteps that have occurred
in the aftermath of the U.S.-led ouster of
Iraqi President Sudan Hussein.

“We should not at this point in time enter-
tain any idea of changing those responsibil-
ities in the Pentagon,” Warner told NBC's
“Meet the Press.”

Sen. Richard Lugar, chairman of the Sen-
ate Foreign Relations Committee, added,
“We really can't go through that ordeal”
now of finding a successor. Rumsfeld
“should be held accountable and he should
stay in office,” said Lugar, R-Ind.

But Sen. Chuck Hagel, a Vietnam veter-
an, said he had “no confidence” in Rums-
feld.” Hagel, R-Neb., did not say that Rums-
feld should step down.

Rumsfeld

“I find it astounding. ... Things are worse
than they've ever been” in Iraq, Hagel told
CBS’ “Face the Nation.” Hagel said the de-
cision to replace Rumsfeld was Bush’s.

More than 1,300 American troops have
died since the war
began in March 2003.
On  Sunday, car
bombs rocked Iraq’s
two holiest Shiite cit-
ies, killing at least 62
people and wounding
more than 120. In
Baghdad, the capital,
dozens of gunmen
killed three Iragi em-
ployees of the organi-
zation running next B
month’s elections.

U.S. troops in Ku-
wait have complained to Rumsfeld about
long deployments and a lack of armored ve-
hicles and other equipment.

Rumsfeld, who agreed to Bush’s request
earlier this month to
remain in the Cabinet
during the president’s
second term, won a
vote of confidence
from the White House
on Sunday.

“Secretary Rums-
feld is doing a spectac-
ular job,” the presi-
dent’s chief of staff,
Andrew Card, told
ABC'’s “This Week.”

Whi]c security re-

ns a concern in
Iraq, Card said the growmg economy and
of the

Warner

Hagel

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Last week, Defense
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld announced
he would personally sign condolence let-
ters to the family members of U.S. troops
killed in action rather than letting a ma-
chine affix his signature.

Republican and Democratic members
of Congress criticized the embattled Pen-
tagon chief on Sunday for not signing the
letters himself all along.

“My goodness, that's the least that we
could expect of the secretary of defense,
is having some personal attention paid by
him,” said Sen. Chuck Hagel, R-Neb.,
nothing that President Bush signs such
letters himself.

“If the president of the United States
can find time to do that, why can't the Sec-
retary of Defense?” Hagel, a Vietnam vet-
eran, asked on CBS’ “Face the Nation.”

In'a statement Friday, Rumsfeld an-
nounced the change in policy and said

Lawmakers criticize secretary for
machine-signed condolence letters

more than 1,000 condolence letters had
gone out to relatives of Americans killed
in military action during the global fight
against terrorism.

“While I have not individually signed
each one, in the interest of ensuring expe-
ditious contact with grieving family mem-
bers, I have directed that in the future T
sign each letter,” Rumsfeld said in the
statement.

The statement, which was reported Fri-
day by Stars and Stripes, did not specifi-
cally refer to troops killed in Irag, though
family members of soldiers who died
there told Stripes they were angry with
Rumsfeld’s apparent stamped signature.
More than 1,300 American troops have
died since the war began in March 2003.

Messages left with the Pentagon about
the criticism from lawmakers were not
immediately returned Sunday.

The signature flap was the latest in a
stinging string of criticism in recent
weeks of the defense secretary’s han-
dling of the war in Iraq.

electrical systems in the country were posi-
tive developments.

“There are no guarantees, but we'll work
hard to provide security,” for the elections,
he said. “Ifll be a wonderful success

sto)
Rumil‘cld s

performance has come
ism even from congressional

including GOP Sens. Trent

Lett of Mississippi and John MeCain of i

*Lott said last week that Rumsfeld did not
listen to uniformed officers and that Bush
should make a change at the Pentagon in
the next year or so.

But Warner said Bush should stay the
course, especially with the Iragi vote next
month,
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Inauguration security to be tightest ever

BY CURT ANDERSON
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Bush will be sworn in next month
for a second term amid the tight-
est security in inaugural history,
with police planning to search
every one of the tens of thousands
of people expected to line the pa-
rade route.

Behind the scenes, thousands
of specialized law enforcement
and military personnel will stand
ready to respond to any emergen-

cy.
Security planners say they

have seen no intelligence indicat-
ing terrorists will attempt to tar-
get the first inauguration since
al-Qaida’s attack against the Unit-
ed States on Sept. 11, 2001. But au-
thorities are preparing for the
worst, even as they strive for as
open and accessible an event as
possible.

“We are aware we are at war,”
said Terrance W. Gainer, police
chief at the Capitol, where the cer-
emony will be held. “The whole
orld will ruly be watchine. We
have to be on guart

The Jan. 20 mugmuun is the

latest in a string of major events
highly symbolic of U.S. democr.
¢y — the Democratic and Repub
can party conventions last sum-
mer and the election itself in No-
vember. Counterterrorism  offi-
cials have warned since spring
that al-Qaida operatives are inter-
ested in disrupting the democrat-
ic process.

To the millions watching the in-
auguration on television world-
wide, the ceremony and parade
will look much as it has in the
past. But each person attending
the swearing-in and parade will
be subjected to a search by metal
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detectors, security personnel or
both. And there will be more
Washington_streets closed and
more security fencing than ever
to create a large buffer zone.

“We have it as well covered as
it can possibly be,” said Michael
A Mason, head of the FBI's Wash-
ington field office.

The inauguration is designated
a National Special Security
Event, giving the Secret Service
the lead among about 40 federal
agencies involved in  security
planning and execution. A joint
command center has been set up
in suburban Virginia to enable
top officials at these agencies to
make quick, coordinated deci-
sions in the event of an attack, vio-
lent protest or other problem.

“We're going to work as a
team,” Secret Service spokesman
Tom Mazur said.

The extra security measures in-
clude bomb-sniffing dogs, sophis
ticated sensors to detect chemi-
cal, radiological or biological ma-
terial, and expanded use of police
helicopters and military aircraft.
Thousands of police officers from
the Washington suburbs and
other cities will arrive to help
with traffic, crowd control and
other duties.

More will be ready to respond
behind the scenes. The FBI, for
example, will have investigators,
evidence technicians, hostage res-
cue teams, heavily armed SWAT
personnel, hazardous materials
experts and bomb technicians in
place.

“Our whole focus is a smooth
operation if something does hap-
pen,” Mason said. “We will be
able to bring quite a robust
force.”

‘The military will have a height-
ened security role. This inaugura-
tion is the first since creation of
the Joint Force Headquarters-Na-
tional Capital Region, set up after
the Sept. 11 attacks to protect the
Washington area. It includes all
branches of the military.

Maj. Gen. Galen B. Jackman

stands on a giant map during a
preview of the parade route for
President Bush’s inauguration.

Preparing for worst

Important components of se-
curity preparations for Presi-
dent Bush’s Jan. 20 inaugura-
tion:

W Enhanced security check-
points at ceremony and along
parade route. Each :pcntamr
to undergo a search,
through a metal detector, or
both.

W More fencing and a wider
buffer zone around parade

route, with more streets
closed.
B Use of bomb-sniffing

dogs, chemical, biological and

radiological ~ sensors, ~and
heightened aerial surveil-
lance.

W About 40 agencies in-
volved in security planning,
led by Secret Service.

m Up to 4,000 military per-
sonnel available to assist or
react to emergencies.

W Hundreds of specialized
law enforcement personnel on
standby, including FBI SWAT
teams, evidence recovery tec
nicians, bomb experts and ha
ardous material work

From The Associated Press
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Time names Bush 2004 Person of the Year

BY SAM DOLNICK

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — After winning
re-election and “reshaping the
rules of politics to fit his 10-gal-
lon-hat leadership style,” Presi-
dent Bush for the second time
was chosen as Time magazine’s
Person of the Year.

The magazine’s editors tapped
Bush “for sharpening the debate
until the choices bled, for refram-
ing reality to match his design,
for gambling his fortunes — and
ours — on his faith in the power
of leadership.”

Time’s 2004 Person of the Year
package, on newsstands Monday,
includes an Oval Office interview
with Bush, an interview with his fa-
ther, former President George H.
W. Bush, and a profile of Bush’s
chief political adviser, Karl Rove.

In an interview with the maga-
zine, Bush attributed his victory
over Democratic candidate John
Kerry to his foreign policy and
the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq.

“The election was about the use
of American influence,” Bush
said.

After a grueling campaign,
Bush remains a polarizing figure

Andrew Card: Probers knew many of Kerik’s flaws

‘WASHINGTON — White House investigators knew of many of the
flaws that have surfaced since Bernard Kerik withdrew as the nomi-
nee to lead the Homeland Security Department, President Bush’s
chief of staff said Sunday.

“Many of the questions that have been raised in the media were well
understood by the White House when they considered Bernie Kerik,”
Andrew Card said.

Kerik, 49, withdrew his name from consideration on Dec. 10 saying
he had employed an illegal alien as a nanny and had failed to submit
required Social Security payments.

Card did not say whether a decision was made that the former New
York City police commissioner’s shortcomings should be overlooked
to approve his nomination. “It was Bernie Kerik's decision not o go for-
ward,” Card said.

White House: FDA doing ‘spectacular’ job

‘WASHINGTON — The federal drug safety agency is doing a “spec-
tacular job” of protecting the public, the White House Chief of Sstaff
Andrew Card said Sunday. The assessment drew an immediate outcry
from a Senate critic who charged that government ovemghl under the

us| has proved “a failure.”

The debate about the i of the Food and Drug Ad:
tion comes days after the agency began advising doctors to consider al-
ternatives to Celebrex, the leading arthritis painkiller, for their pa-
tients. A study had shown that the Pfizer Inc. medication increased the
risk of heart attack and strokes at high doses.

Pfizer said Friday it will leave Celebrex on the market, although the
same problems led Merck & Co. in September to withdraw from the
market its painkiller Vioxx, a Celebrex competitor.

Overhauling Social Security

'WASHINGTON — Two of President Bush’s top advisers refused on
Sunday to rule out the possibility that wealthy people might have to
pay more to help cover the cost of his move to partially privatize Social
Security.

Neither Treasury Secretary John Snow nor Andrew Card, the White
House chief of staff, would say whether Bush’s ideas about overhaul-
ing the federal retirement program would include raising the limit on
incomes subject to Social Security taxes.

People currently pay those taxes on income up to $87,900. That level
will climb to $90,000 next year. One proposal to help compensate for
the private accounts would raise or eliminate the tax cutoff, which
‘would mean that wealthier people would pay more.

1 - haol

Paper: E of by Texas found

DALLAS — Dozens of Texas schools appear to have cheated on the
state’s academic test, casting doubt on wheth-
er the accountability system can reliably measure how schools are per-
forming, a newspaper found.

An analysis uncovered strong evidence of organized, educator-led
cheating on the Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills at schools
in Houston and Dallas, along with suspicious scores in hundreds of
other schools, The Dallas Morning News reported.

Pair reportedly showed off haby cut from mom’s womh

MELVERN, Kan. — A woman charged with killing an expectant
mother and cutting the baby from her womb was showing the child off
to people at a cafe and to her pastor hours before she was arrested, resi-
dents said Saturday.

Lisa M. Montgomery, 36, was charged Friday with kidnapping re-
sulting in murder and was expected to appear in federal court Mon-
day. The baby, whose mother had been eight months pregnant, was in
good condition.

Hours before her arrest, Montgomery and her husband showed off a
newborn girl at a restaurant, said Kathy Sage, owner of the Whistle
Stop Cafe in Melvern, a small eastern Kansas town.

From The Associated Press

in America and around the world,
and that's part of the reason he
earned the magazine’s honor,
said Managing Editor Jim Kelly.

“Many, many Americans deep-
ly wish he had not won,” Kelly

aid in a telephone interview.
“And yet he did.”

In the Time article, Bush said
he relishes that some people dis-
like him.

“I think the natural instinct for
most people in the political world
is that they want people to like
them,” Bush said. “On the other
hand, I think sometimes I take
kind of a delight in who the critics
are.”

Professional Pilot
Aviation Mechanic
Avionics
Communications
Quality Control

Poll: Judging the President Busk

NEW YORK — President Bush won re-election, unlike his fa-
ther, but lags behind the elder Bush in the public’s view of several
personal attributes, according to a Time poll.

The poll examined public views of President George W. Bush
compared with their views of the first President George Bush:

M Honest and trustworthy: The former president, by 37 percent
to 19 percent.

W Understands the issues: The former president, by 43 percent to
25 percent.

Likable: The former president, by 38 percent to 28 percent.

M Sticks to positions, even if unpopular: The current president, by
56 percent to 16 percent.

‘The Time-SRBI poll of 1,009 adults was taken Dec. 13-14. It has a
‘margin of sampling error of 3 percentage points.

From The Associated Press
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Obama signs book deal worth $1.9M

US. Sen-elect Barack Obama, whose 1995 book
jumped onto best-seller lists after his keynote address to
the Democratic National Convention, has landed a
three-book deal worth $1.9 million.

Crown Publishing Group and Random House Chil-
dren’s Books, divisions of Random House Inc., an-
nounced Friday that Obama will write two books for
adults and one for children.

He'll be paid an $850,000 advance for each adult book
and $200,000 for the children’s book, said Obama spokes-
man Robert Gibbs. Proceeds from the children’s book,
which Obama will work on with his wife, Michelle, and
their two young daughters, will go to charity, Gibbs said.

The contract is contingent on the approval of the Sen-
ate Ethics Committee, he said.

Obama, 43, will become the sole black U.S. senator —
and only the fifth in history — when he is sworn in next
month.

Sheen, Richards expecting another child

Christmas has come early for Charlie Sheen and Den-
ise Richards.

The couple are expecting their second child, due in
June, People magazine reports. Their first, daughter Sam
Sheen was born in
March.

“They are in-
credibly thrilled
and I couldn’t
think of a better
Christmas present
for the both of
them and for little
Sam,” the maga-
zine quotes Rich-
ards’ agent, Chuck
James.

Richards, 33,
and Sheen, 39,
married in June
2002. The couple
met while shooting the film “Good Advice” in 2000. They
began dating after Richards did guest spots on Sheen’s
former TV series, “Spin City.”

Richards and Sheen

Legal troubles continue for DMX

Rapper DMX was arrested for allegedly driving more
than 100 mph on a highway in the suburbs of New York
City, a week after he pleaded guilty to driving through an
airport parking gate while on drugs.

The 33-year-old rapper, whose real name is Earl Sim-
mons, was pulled over Wednesday evening on Interstate
684 after driving 104 mph in a 65 mph zone, police said.

Because his license had been suspended “after the air-
port incident, Simmons was arrested on charges of
third-degree aggravated unlicensed operation. State po-
lice said he was also charged with speeding and driving
an unregistered vehicle.

Simmons was released on $350 bail and ordered to ap-
pear in court Jan. 18 in North Castle, about 40 miles north
of New York City.

His lawyer, Murray Richman, said he could not com-
ment because he had not talked to the rapper.

Simmons was charged in June with smashing into a
gate with his vehicle at Kennedy Airport after telling a
parking lot attendant he was a federal agent. He later ad-
mitted to being on Valium at the time.

High-priced high rise for Murdoch

Rupert Murdoch, the billionaire CEO of News Corp.,
has offered to buy a three-story penthouse for $44 mil-
lion, which would be the highest price ever paid for a
Manhattan apartment if the deal
goes through.

Murdoch and his family must also
be approved by the co-op board of
the building, at 834 Fifth Avenue,
The New York Times reported Fri-
day, citing an unnamed source in-
formed of the negotiations.

Howard Rubenstein, a spokesman
for Murdoch, declined to comment
to the Times.

The New York Post, which is
owned by News Corp., reported last
week that the apartment, the former
home of Laurance S. Rockefeller,
had been sold — but did not name the buyer.

The 20-room apartment spans the 14th, 15th and 16th
floors of the building. It has 8,000 square feet of floor
space and spacious terraces on each floor. The monthly

fee is $21,469.07.

Stories and photos from The Associated Press

Murdoch

BY DAVID GERMAIN
The Associated Press

TORONTO
obby Darin wanted it all and pretty much got it:
Pop music stardom, success as a folk singer, a
reputation as one of the great stage showmen, ac-
claim as a movie actor.

When it came to his Darin film biography “Beyond the
Sea,” Kevin Spacey also wanted it all and pretty much got
it. Spacey starred, directed, co-wrote, sang and danced.

e’s even going on tour with a 19-piece big band to pro-
mote the film, crooning tunes from Darin’s eclectic reper-
toire, which includes “Splish-Splash,” “Mack the Knife,”
“Dream Lover,” “If I Were a Carpenter” and the movie’s
title track.

Multitasking to that extent is a risk for any actor. For
Spacey, the gamble is even greater, coming at a career
downturn in which his big-screen bankability has waned.

Since winning his second Academy Award for 1999’s
“American Beauty,” Spacey, 45, has starred in four
straight studio flicks that proved to be critical and commer-
cial duds — “Pay It Forward,” “K-PAX,” “The Shipping
News” and “The Life of
David Gale.

“The studio films I've
done, I was an actor for
hire, so the responsibili-
ty of being the storytell-
er wasn’t mine,” Spacey
said in an interview at
September’s Toronto In-
ternational Film Festi-
val, where “Beyond the
Sea” premiered. “And in this case it is, so if this film works,
it’s because of the vast talents of a great number of people,
and if it doesn’t, there’s nobody to blame but me. And I ac-
cept that going in. My eyes are wide open.”

Early reaction to the film has been lukewarm, though
Spacey earned praise for his warm, energetic performance
and spirited vocals.

Spacey had performed in musicals from his early teens
into his 20s, but good singing roles had since eluded him.
He said he chose to sing himself because he’s generally not
a fan of lip-synched performances, and relying on his own
voice allowed him to expand on the music without being
tied to Darin’s original vocal tracks.

“This wasn’t about an actor’s ego, wanting to get my
rocks off by singing in a movie. This was about trying to do
something that would honor him as an entertainer,”
Spacey said. “This is all about Bobby. It's about trying to re-
introduce people to his catalog and hoping that this film
will ignite a kind of recognition of his body of work that’s
just been denied too long.”

“Beyond the Sea” traces Darin’s cloistered childhood,
when he was afflicted with rheumatic fever, through his
varied recording and acting career, which culminated in
an Academy Award nomination for his role in 1963’s “Cap-
tain Newman, M.D.”

A Darin devotee since his teens, Spacey dreamed of mak-

&k 1 this film works, it’s because of the
vast talents of a great number of
people, and if it doesn’t, there’s

nobody to blame but me.9?

An
unusual
suspect

Kevin Spacey directs
acts, sings and swing;
in new Bobby Darin biopi

Kevin Spacey performs during the “Beyond the Sea”
tour at Wiltern Theater in Los Angeles on Dec. 6.

AP

ing “Beyond the Sea” for 12 years. Studios were unwilling
to finance a film about a comparatively forgotten singer
who died in 1973 at 37 after open-heart surgery.

“Every door slammed in my face,” said Spacey, who
eventuaily found overseas financing. “Politely, but every
door slammed in my face.”

Darin's family also had objections, first, to the film itself,
second, to the thought that anyone’s voice but Darin’s
would be used for the soundtrack. Spacey gradually won
over Darin’s reluctant loved ones, including manager and
pal Steve Blauner, played by John Goodman, and son Dodd
from his marriage to teen idol Sandra Dee, played by Kate
Bosworth.

The film also co-stars Brenda Blethyn as Darin’s moth-
er, Caroline Aaron as his sister and Bob Hoskins as his
brother-in-law.

Hoskins recalls his initial skepticism when he met with
Spacey over dinner to discuss the film.

“He said, ‘I'm going to direct it, 'm going to act in it, and
I'm going to sing the songs, and I'm doing the danung
‘Yeah, you are, are you?' ” Hoskins said. “And he said, ‘Re-
ally, Tam. Well 1 thought, if anybody’s going to stick their
neck out that far, 'm going with them.”

Spacey has stuck his
neck out before. After a
successful early career
on stage, Spacey broke
into movies but found
himself typecast as sleaz-
es or outright monsters,
including the serial kill-
er of “Seven” and a
motor-mouthed low-life
in “The Usual Sus-
pects,” for which he won the supporting-actor Oscar.

Consciously trying to reinvent himself, Spacey bulled his
way to more varied roles with “L.A. Confidential,” “Mid-
night in the Garden of Good and Evil,” “The Negotiator,”
“L.A. Confidential” and “American Beauty,” for which he
won the best-actor Oscar as an acerbically funny husband
in a midlife crisis.

For the foreseeable future, though, Spacey plans to stick
largely to the stage.

“I’m going to be a theater rat for a while,” Spacey said.

“'ll probably do less movies than plays for the next five,
six, seven, eight years.

Spacey took over this year as artistic director of Lon-
don’s O1d Vic theater and plans to star in two plays there in
2005: Dennis Mclntyre’s “National Anthems” and “The
Philadelphia Story,” the basis for the classic film comedy
starring Katharine Hepburn, Cary Grant and James Stew-
art. Spacey will play Grant’s role as a conniving ex-hus-
ban

Kevin Spacey

bpacey shrugs off his artistic misfires, including his re-
cent string of film flops, saying he wants to keep his career
focus on the long haul.

“There were a lot of years when people were really crap-
ping on Paul Simon. Whatever happened to Paul Simon?
He used to be good,” Spacey said. “Then ‘Graceland’ came
out, and everybody was in love with Paul Simon again.”
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Expedition to search
for Earhart’s plane

BY STEPHEN MANNING
The Associated Press

At 17,000 feet beneath the sur-
face, the temperature of ocean
water is just above freezing, oxy-
gen is sparse and currents are rel-
atively calm.

In other words, ideal conditions
for preserv-

crashed into
the depths
nearly 70
years ago, ac-
cording to
marine  ex-
plorer David
Jourdan,
who hopes to
answer one
of aviation’s
greatest mysteries: the fate of
famed pilot Amelia Earhart.

Jourdan and his Maine-based
company, Nauticos, plan to
launch an expedition in the
spring using sonar to sweep a
1,000-square-mile swath of ocean
bottom west of tiny Howland Is-
land in the Pacific Ocean.

Itis the latest in a string of mis-
sions to learn what happened to
Earhart when she, her navigator
and their Lockheed Electra plane
disappeared on a flight around
the world.

“Things tend to last a time” in
the deep ocean, Jourdan said.

“Our expectation is the plane
will be largely, if not completely,
intact.”

That is, if the plane is even in
the ocean.

There is a host of theories about

EXCHANGE RATES

.
Japanese yer
Soith Korean won (Dec $6)

Earhart

‘what befell Earhart and navigator
Fred Noonan in 1937 as they
made one of the final legs of their
widely heralded flight.

Some have searched the sea, be-
lieving the plane ran out of gas.

Others think she survived a
crash landing but died on a desert-
ed island. Another theory is that
the Japanese
captured and

executed
her. The con-
spira-
cy-minded
claim  Ear-
hart sur-
vived  and

lived out her
life under an
assumed
name as a
New Jersey
housewife.

This much is agreed on: Ear-
hart and Noonan vanished July 2,
1937, as they approached an air
strip on Howland Island, roughly
midway between Australia and
Hawaii. They had taken off from
Papua New Guinea, just 7,000
miles short of their goal to make
Earhart the first woman to fly
around the world.

The Navy launched a weeks-
long search of 250,000 square
miles of ocean around Howland
and a nearby chain of small is-
lands. No trace was ever found of
the plane.

The shortage of oxygen and the
fairly still water in the area west
of Howland means a metal air-
plane likely would not have com-
pletely corroded, Jourdan said.

Any human remains would
have long vanished, but Jourdan
hopes to find clues such as Ear-
hart's jewelry in the pilot's seat,
or perhaps even Earhart’s leather

Noonan

acket.
“That would be eerie,” he said.

Margaret Flynn,
of Hudson,
Mass., greets
2004 World
Series MVP
Manny Ramirez
during a New
England
Collectors Show
on Saturday in
Marlborough,
Mass. Flynn is
one of a number
of fans who paid
prices starting at
$179 to have
Ramirez sign
photos, balls and
bats.

AP

Collectors, fans and players
cash in on Red Sox success

BY MICHAEL MELLO
The Associated Press

PROVIDENCE, R.I. — The passion of Boston Red
Sox fans is being tested like never before this holi-
day season. Everyone, it seems, is trying to cash in
on the team’s first World Series win in 86 years — in-
cluding the players.

From pennants to T-shirts and limited edition
Christmas tree ornaments to glittery jewelry,
there’s something in every price range marking the
team’s memorable triumph.

But if you want an autograph from Manny
Ramirez, Johnny Damon or any of the team’s other
stars, better have your checkbook handy or visit an
ATM first.

Want sweet-swinging Manny to sign a ball or photo?
This weekend, he was at sports collector shows in
Providence and Marlborough, Mass., where promot-
ers charged $195 and $179 respectively. Prices were
even higher for autographs on bats, jerseys and other
items signed by the series most valuable player.

Other players were signing on Saturday at the
Providence show, dubbed “The Sox Spectacular” by
New Jersey-based promoter Reverse The Curse
2004.

Prices were $175 on balls and photos and $250 for
so-called premium items — and that's after a $20
fee just to get into the Rhode Island Convention Cen-

ter.

“It is unbelievable, prior to the World Series, guys
like Damon and Ortiz were reasonable, in the $30 to
$40 range” for photos and balls, said Mike Riccio, a
veteran Connecticut show promoter. “The prices
have simply skyrocketed.”

Aaron Granoff, a 12-year-old from Providence, ar-
rived at the show seeking Doug Mirabelli’s signa-
ture. He quickly changed his mind when he heard
Ramirez was there, too — even if the slugger’s ask-
ing price was more than seven times more than the
backup catcher’s.

“I want Manny, because he got the (World Series)
MVP award,” said Granoff.

Tom McDonough, a longtime collector who's run
a popular collector’s show in Rhode Island for 28
years, says the jump in prices starts with the play-
ers’ appearance fees.

“The players are cashing in ... then the promoters
have to make a profit,” McDonough said. “Winning
(the championship) changed everything. These
guys are going to go down in folklore.”
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Money tip of the day

CBS MarketWatch

NEW YORK — If a new com-
puter is on your wish list this hol-
iday, you might think about do-
nating your old model to charity.

Making a noncash computer
donation allows you to reclaim
some value from older electron-
ic equipment and take a deduc-
tion on your income taxes. But
like other noncash donations,
giving up your computer isn’t as
easy as hauling your hardware
to the nearest Goodwill. Here
are some guidelines to follow:
Before you donate, assess the
value of your computer. You can
find the value by checking Inter-
net auction Web sites or even
computer manufacturer Web
sites.

D are valid only for

Fra
Sources: The ASsociated Press, Bank ¥

gifts to a recognized charity,
meaning it has IRS approval to
register as a tax-exempt organi-
zation.

Computers for good will

Before you donate, check out
the charity at www.charitynavi
gator.com.

You also might check out The
Used Computer Mall at www.
usedcomputer.com. The Web
site lists charities that accept
new or used computer equip-
ment. It also provides recycling
guidelines in case your comput-
er is a real dinosaur — too old to
go anywhere but the recycling
bin.

Remember to erase all the
files from your computer’s hard
drive before you donate. At best,
others will laugh at the poetry
and e-mails you saved. At worst,
you could be a victim of identity
theft.

Look for so-called disk-clean-
ing software, which will clear
your computer’s hard drive.

Be sure to get a receipt for
your donation from the charity.
You'll need it to take the deduc-
tion come tax time.

Mysterious donations as
good as gold for charity

BY JAN DENNIS
The Associated Press

PEORIA, Ill. — Salvation Army
officials don’t know who has been
dropping gold coins into their holi-
day kettles over the past 20 years,
but they hope the mysterious do-
nations continue.

More than 300 gold coins have
been collected since the early
1980s, with an average value of
about $200 each, said Cliff Mar-
shall, spokesman for the charity
in Chicago, where the tradition

bell-; rmgers have
brought in 10 gold coins so far
this year. They aren’t the only

In Kirksville, Mo., someone do-
nated a gold coin that was minted
20 years before the Civil War,
worth nearly $1,000. A $400
South African Krugerrand was
dropped in a kettle in Blooming-
ton, 11L, meaning 12 extra fami-
lies will get a complete Christmas

linner.

But officials still don’t know
where the coins come from.

The mysterious tradition began
in 1982, when someone slipped a
gold coin into a kettle in the Chica-
go suburb of Crystal Lake. The do-
nations have occurred there ever
since and have spread across Illi-
nois and about a dozen other
states.

The phantom donors almost al-
ways conceal the coins, usually
folding dollar bills around them.
The gold coins have been worth a
total of about $60,000.

ich Draeger, spokesman for
Salvation Army’s Peoria division,
said the timing of the donations
suggest they might be an inside
job. He said gold coins tend to
‘show up when giving starts to lag,
indicating it might an attempt by
the charity to generate extra pub-
licity.
“It seems to be a benefactor
who knows that it’s going to mean
a lot more than a $300 or $400
coin — it's going to bring atten-
tion,” Draeger said.

Marshall, for one, hopes the
mystery is never solved. “It's
more fun to speculate than to
know for sure,” he said.
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MOVIES ® SPORTS

| 6PW ]G30 | 7P | 7:30 | 6P | &30 | P | %30 | 1oPM | 10:o0 | 1iPM | 10"

oESPNews Pacific Report [oNFL Football New England Pariots at Miami Dolphins. From Pro Player Stacium in Miami.(CC) Pacific Report [ The Tonight Show (CC)
6 |AFN-P
(5:46) Oprah Win- |(:35) Guiding Light (CC) (:77) General Hos- [Headiine News _|Judge Judy (CC) [Today (CC) [Spy (CC) [Animaniacs (CC)
7 |AFN-ATL Jfrey (CC) pital (CC)
8 | NEWs [Fardsall Wit Chiis Watthews [The O'Relly Factor (CC) FOX News (CC) Fox and Friends ‘an and Friends [American Worning
9 | SPORTS [*(5:0) College Basketball Pincston [#SportsCenter [eNBA Basketball Teams to Be Announced. SportsCenter [ONBA Basketball:
at Temple. (Taped)
[The Simpsons A_[Everybody Loves_[Star Trek: Enterprise ‘Norlh Sia” __[CSI: Crime Scene Investigation A man[Jamie’s Kitchen Friends Rachel _|Seinfeld Elaine’s | The Daily Show _[BIind Date (CC)
10 | SPEC [sexy starket1o-  [Raymond Robert |Archer discovers a planet with people [drops dead vith & wooden stake lodged helps Joey with fis [boyfriend wears a{(CC)
mances Fianders. s injured. (CC) _|iving in an Oid West town. (CC) in hs head. (CC) fur coat. (CC)
AFNFAN [SpongeBob___|Rugrals (CC) __|Olive, the Other Reindeer (CC] Everwood "My Funny Valenine” (CC) _[Sister, Sister (CC) [Sister, Sister (CC) |The Cosby Show_|Home Improve. _|Touched by an Angel The Trigger”
AFNHOV [Behind-Scenes _[Ent. Tonight [~ Vertical Limit” (2000, Action) Chis ODonnell Bil Paxion. [:73) %% “Double Plafinum” (1939, Drama) Diana Ross, Brandy. % Birdy” (1984) Nicoas Cage.
%) “Days of Thunder” (1990, Drama) Tom Cruise, Robert Duvall, Nicole Kid- |“Tough Luck” (2003, Suspense) Armand Assante, Norman |“Partners in Action” (2002, Acton) Armand Assante, Dou- |(:05) %+ “Amefican Heart” (1992)
14 | TMC [man. A cocky challenger entes the world of stock-car acing. PG-13'(CC) Recclus, Dagmara Dominczyk. Premiere. A man paysa  |glas Smith, Alex Karzis, Premiere. A teen helps a security |Jef Brdges. An ex-con and his son
e to kil his seductve wife. NR'(CC) [guard hide from corrupt cops. R make plans o start over in Alaska.
[Dragon Tales A [Zoom loe: ce | The NewsHour With Jim Lehrer (N) _[Nova “Mountai of lce’ Exploring a new [CAris Isaak Christmas, A Holidays n Pitsburgh (CC) _|Charlie Rose Lee Raymond. () (CC)
24| PBS [iorest of puzzles.  [cream. (E) (CC)  |(CC) route up the east face of Vinson Massif [Special (CC)
E) ( ) (VS) | iovs) in Antarctica. (CC) (DVS)
(0:45) # % "Love [#Best of Show- | #* "How o Lose a Guy in 10 Days” (2003, Romance-Comedy) Kale Hudson, | %% "Stoked: The Rise and Fall o Gator” (2003, Docu- | %% “Tribue” (2007, Documentary) Trbule bands for
25 | SHOW i (1992)  [time Boing 2003: |Matthew McConaughey, Adam Goldberg. A writer bets she can seduce & man | mentary) Skateboarder Mark Rogowskienjoys success in |KISS, Judas Priest and Queen. NR'(CC)
Vichele Pieifer. _[Fan Favorites _|and then drive him away. PG-13'(GC) the 1980s. R’ (CC)
City Confidential Actor Woody Harel- | American Justice ‘Martiage & Murder” |Biography "Biad PIT Tracing actor Brad|Cold Case Files A man s convicted in [Dog the Bounty _|Dog the Bounty _[Crossing Jordan ‘Scared Suaight n-
27 | A&E [sons father becomes a suspectina | Three cases of spouse murder (CC) [Pits roadito fame. (N) (CC) he gruesome murders of four prost- ~[Hunter Drug sus- | Hunter Tattooed  vestigating the murder of the lover of a
udge's murder. (CC) utes. (N) pect hunted. (N)_[baikjumper. (CC) _|lesbian tak show host.
[To Be Announced To Be Announced FighTechToys _[FutureTense _[To Be Announced To Be Announced [To Be Announced
28| DISC
29| TrC |Wazz UpWazz Up [Star Cicle Guest [OK, Fine Whatever (05) insider __[Pipol Kumikitang ing Star__|(:40) Masayang Tanghali Bayan
Ayan (Tagalog).
30 | CNN- |F King Live (GC) [CNNIWorld News |'World Sport _[Business Interational AsiaTonight _[Biz Asia [CNNIWorld News |World Report _|Biz Asia ‘Eusiness Tferna-
31| GoLF |"P6A Highlights Highlights Jack Nick- ysler Classic High- _|9Golf Channel _|#What'sinthe _|9Golf Channel | #Golf With Style |#Playing Lessons |$2003 Fantastic
laus wins the 1978 Honda Classic. __|lights demy g? |Academy From the Pros __|Finishes
[Clean Sweep ‘Woooving Out he Mess' [Ina Fix-Zen 5pa’ A couple creales a | American Hot Rod ‘Rl Rod BUIG-OF_[Overhaulin “Twins Bel Ar” A 1962 | Rides "XLR' Cadllac XL makeover. _|American Hot Rod ‘Rat Rod Bud-Of
32| TLC [A couple’s spare roomis buried under ~|mansion. (CC) 1 Louisuill, Ky. (CC) (Chevy Bel A ) 1 Louisvile, Ky. (CC)
ineir colleciles. (CC)
[Samurai Jack |Dexter’s Laborato-| Codename: Kids [Justice League _|Powerpuf Girs! | Cartoon Cartoon Cartoon shoris. _|Looney Tunes |1 Am Weasel |What a Cartoon _[Scooby-Doo, Where Are You!
34| TOON ry Next Door Show
[The Crocodile Hunter “Faces n the _[Most Exireme “Dads’ Some animal - master In___[Animal Cops ‘Soft-Hearted Boxer’ _|Animal Cops Detroit Caf Tiap' Cats nakemaster ‘In
35 | ANPL [Forest’ Steve helps rehabiltate orang- |thers. (CC) 657 o1 v et yion R[Sy b 00 Wit o s T S on | et of o M et yor R
utans in Sumatre uiated python. (CC) diions. uiated python. (CC)
[Heroes of Jewish [Heroes of Jewish | The Daily Show Is[Mad TV “Cabana Cha'; ‘Spice Gils: _ |Crank Yankers [Reno 9111 Offcer [South Park Annual| Chappelle’s Show |Wanda Does It [ The Daily Show  [Chappelle’s Show
36 | COM {Comecy Terapy Comedy "nsu” ool Rssalin. - |Audton'“Gace Under i nuence? (Wi e icof Wl b onsu- ‘uingfhe e Fooc (CO) | Wanda s berg [Pau ONal () Jme Fowe. ()
spavks humor.__[sultcomedy. David Cross. (CC) [cide waich. (CC) _|cows” (€C) a piot. (CC )
re Seekers “Quest for he Grai” g ilesCheetahs:Tal of T Kites Saana. Qi: Emperor for Eley Qn S Kangroo Cormeback e halengesGoing o ore Extemes T
40| NGC-A [Seieh s e s Faly Rescuing India’s  ["Arizona’ Gila mon- a cheetah iving near the border of Tan- [nuangdi, China's frst emperor, longs for [aced by the red kangaroo in Ausralia’s
snakes. ster zania, finds food for her cubs immortaty. arsh niand plain.
42 | SPIKE |Vors Wildest Police Videos (CC) _[CST: Crme Scene Investgation Tre |CS: Crime Scene Invsfigation - e Gun 2 1/2: The Smell of Fear” (1991, Comedy) Leslle Nielsen, Priscila Presiey,  [WXC
Funger Arist (CC) venge Is Best Served Cold” Geo lieutenant engages in a chaolic manhunt. (CC)
[Remington Steele Steele and Laura go |SL. Elsewhere ‘Playing God' Nurses' _|The Rebel Billonaire: Branson's Fouss ety D Houso aors i The Fox Report Wil Shepard St [ he Bob Newhrt | he Bob Revart
43 | FOX  [under cover to prevent a murder ata |strke looms; Westphallweighs the deci- Quest for the Best The teams pian and [boss by suggesting two sick newborns |(CC) ow “The Gray
oaseball reunion. (CC) sion o remove ffe'support (CC) execute a publicity stut. (N) (CC) ___|inthe hospial is 2n epidemic. Wrang Voner  [Paameroie
4| BET |10 & Parki BET'sTop 10 Live Grammy Nods. (Lve) _|BET Siyle Vs [ The Parkers (CC) |Gifrends “Tre _[Soul Food Lem becomes a groery Gl Conic View oy Toe: o [BET Nighty News BET Style VAITs
Big in 2004, [Wedding’ (CC)__|store partner. (CC) (cC) Big in 2004,
INYPD Blue John Irvin leads Sipowicz | Cops Wheel heft _[Cops Offcer inds_|The Investigators “Clara Harts: Deadly [Forensic Files A _[North Mission Sunuam “ForV. [Sundance State- [Extreme Evid
46 | COURT [and Sorenson in the rightdirecon n in-suspects sough in 2 suspicous soda [Drive” A scorned wifes turns her car nto' [brother shoots fis-[Road (N) Franken” (N)  |sponsored art London subway
vestigaton. (CC) Florda. (CC)__|can. (CC) 2 murder weapon. siing. re.
[The Simpsons | The Drew Carey _[Star News Focus |Friends (CC) _|Road Trips [The Apprentice (CC) [Justin Timberiake Down Home in _[Friends (CC) _|Road Trips
48 |STRWILD |(CC) [Show (CC) lAsia s (06
[The Golden Girls | The Golden Girls | %% “A Christmas Romance” (1994, Drama) Oliia Newton-Jonn, Gregory Harr-| i “Papa’s Angels” (2000, Drame) Scotl Bakula, Eva Warie Saint, Cyria [ The Nanny Fran [ The Golden Girls
50 | LIFE Supma invests i a | Dorothy tops a for- |son, Chioe Lattanzi. A young widow and a grouchy banker are snowed in togeth- [Nixon. Premiere. Chicren restore their gieving father’s Christmas spir.(CC)  [gets a weekly gig |Blanche plays
mer rval. €C) _|er.(CC) on atak show. _|matchmaker. (GC)
m eaven T Cadens iscovr e Full ouse Teer [FullHouse [FWitch Albom's The Five People You Meet in Heaven” (2004, Drama) Jon Voight, Ellen Bursiyn, Jeff Daniels. Strangers | The 700 Club Tom Wiison Jr alks
51 |ABCFAM [Ch tin love, family and giv- [family Christmas |Michelle restores  [and loved ones take a dead man through hs fe. (CC) about Ziggy. () (CC)
) wishes (CC) _|nolday spirt. (GC)
History Undercover A chain of explo- | Woden Marvels “The Tool Bench: Pow- | Wild West Tech TMassacre Tech Tech- [#Boys Toys To many, molorcycies symbolize freedom. (CC) Wodern Marvels Figh Tech Sex
53 | HIST [sions among tighty berthed ships ks er Tools® Quieter, ihter and sttonger [nology plays a role in hstorical crimes, pvodsiacs oiorar Sacaton
127 servicemen. (CC) ower tools. (CC) [(N) (CC) methods. (CC)
(5:30) %* "Comic Book Villains” | :05) % “The Chamber” (1996, Drama) Chis O'Dor o Hunter: 7 (2002, AG-| % *40 Days and 40 Nights” (2002, Comedy) Josh Harl-
7 | STRIY {202 Comcy) Done ogue, Mt Fye Dunavay.Alavyer sk ey foris SR [venture) Steve Irwn, Ter Irvin, Magda Szubanski. The I |nett, Shannyn Sossamon, Vinessa Shaw. A bad breakup in-
[Repapor ne. Jwins mix it up with wild animes and GIA agents. Juces a young man 1o give up sex for Lent
inthe Au Eeyond oStikine Chal- _|Video Diary __[in the Wake of Vikings Sea kayakers _|One Hundred Dol-Total Adventure [ Total Adventure _[Microlight I the Alr: Beyond [Next Wave Red _|One Hundred Dol
58 | ADV 1 [the Horizon Chal- [lenge ake on the remote Arcic of northern |lar Taxi Ride Bi- ~[‘Canyoning Bor-  [‘Basejumping  |Odyssey (Part 2 of|the Horizon Chal- [and yellow-footed lar Taxi Ride Bi-
lenges. Nonway: bao, Spain. neo” Low's Gully_[Afica” 4 lenges. rioies bao, Spain
RealWorld | Laguna Beach: _|Laguna Beach: _|Laguna Beach: _|Laguna Beach: _ [Laguna Beach: _|Laguna Beach: _|Laguna Beach: _[The Real World _|Laguna Beach: _|Happy Birthday _[Date My Mom
59 | MTV [Flaunting fater- _[The Real Orange |The Real Orange [The Real Orange  [The Real Orange [The Real Orange (The Real Orange The Rea Orange Saras iy - (The Real Orangeessica, Love ik
nizaton rues. (CC) [County |County [County Bink 182. [County The pmm |County Camping. |County [County College_|jts. () (CC) County (N)
Juice Juice “The Wid _|Juice ‘CalDog/The [Juice ‘As T0la By [Scaredy Camp _|SpongeBob [ That ErenSvers (T BrotarsGar Cautin Sesir FigureROUT _|Legends of e
60 | NICK [RugratsiSponge-  [Thomberrys” [Angry Beavers” ~ [Ginger” [Watr beloon chal Sauarepants (CC) (cc) cia (CC) (cC) Hidden Temple
Bob SaquarePants” lenge.
[ aPANTV. [l Afternoon 12:00 Top Choice
Afternoon [ JAPANTV-BS11  JIECREEhENEe) 12:30 Making the Video: Ja Rule
12:15 CNN News JAPAN TV-BS11 100 ritish-Australian-German  Movie | 1:00 Classic
Afternoon 2:15 PBS NewsHour 0003 Charlotte Gray (210) 1:30 Top Choice
1230C; Crime scene Investigation 1) 5415 CNN News Morming 3:10 Spanish Movie (2001): Intacto (1:50) 2:00 Al the Best of MTV 2004 Punk'd #3 — #4
1:30 US. Movie (1986): Police Academy 3: | yi12 world News Hour 9:50 Aerr Eve 300 Al he Bestof MTV 2004 Live Specal #1
S50 Nﬂ;?;’“‘""‘g 0012 5:15 Asian News 1000 C\ass\ca\ Music: Russian Brass Con- | 600 Spanish Soccer Liga Espanola : mrmh Elitt, Sno0p Dog Fabolous
900 TV Series: CS: Crime Scene Investiga-
Eveni Evening Atarnoon tion - Miarmi 2 Eve
700 Nk New: s (1) 2:40_US. Movie (1959): Solomon and the M Pretty i A« EIODMS‘Ze Tuesday
7530 What | Like About You () 7:15 News Today: Asia Sheba (2:25) e e P L0 | 7:00 World Chart Express Powered by Honda

10:00 News (1)

JAPAN TV-BS7

815
915

Moming
615 World News
7:15 World News
World News 215
9:15 World New: 3:30
10:10 2004 Japanese Malor Leaguers (); | 415
Hideki Matsui (r) 515

News Today: World
Economic News

10:10 2004 Japanese Major Leaguers (2):
ie0 Nomo
10:35 2004 Japanese Major Leaguers (3): To-
mokazu Ohka

1115 Nt New ngiand patriots vs, wiami | [ QAL A
Dolphins

I
Asian News

World Amazing Sports
Asian News

World News Hour

Evening

A s
130 Italian-British Movie (1999): Tea with
Mussolini (2:00)

Morning

7:30 Oswald #9

00 ong Kong-Us. Movie 2002): S0 Close
ass

2:20 UEFA Euro 2004 Soccer: ltaly vs. Bulgaria

600 Wake Up!
7:00 M Size Monday

8:00 Top Choice

10:00 Pure Music

11:00 All the Best of MTV 2004 #3-#4
Afternoon

9:00 ll the Best of MTV Live Specia: Ashice
Simpson, D-Side & Sky, Sweetnam

10:00 YATAI

11:00 Cribs: Jackass Edition

11:30 All the Best of MTV 2004 Live Special:
Macy Gray

12:00 Top Choice

12:30 Consensus: Orange Range

1:00 M Size Tuesday

2 oice

2
3:00 After Hours
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Tide Table NORTHERN JAPAN
Wednesday Today Wednesday
Mainland Japan TodY g Tide OO 3315 33119 20112 2314
kosuka 337am. 229 pm. am. 311pm. Cloudy to Partly sunny Mostly cloudy, | Cool with
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Sunday’s USA Temperatures

ey HGHILOW  CITY HIGHILOW
Albuguerque  54/30  Los Angeles  81/50
Amarillo 63/36 Little Rock 42118
Anchorage 36/21 Louisville 3110
Asheville 41/16 Miami 74147
Baltimore 45/18 Milwaukee 14/9
Birmingham 45/18 Nashville 32110
Bismarck 30118 New York 44121
Boise 44/28 Omaha 19/16
Boston 42/26 Orlando 66/36

74148 p 42120
Buffalo 221 Phoenix 78149
Burlington 371 Pittsburgh 33/6
Charleston, SC ~ 61/20 Portland, OR 49/36
Charlotte 4914 Portland, ME 42123
Cleveland 2217 Salt Lake City 4229
Columbus, OH 2416 St. Louis 22/10
Duluth 15/0 San Antonio 68/38
El Paso 58/31  San Diego 77/50
Hartford 40/21 San Juan 85/73
Helena 56/37 Tampa 66/36
Indianapolis 19/6 Tulsa 35129
Jacksonville 64/24 Washington 42120
Kansas City 27117 Wichita 34127
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U.S. Extended Forecast
Frigid arctic air will cover the eastern
half of the nation Monday.
Temperatures in the single digits and
teens will freeze the Northeast,
Midwest and Ohio Valley. The Deep
South wil feel the chill as tempera-
tures from Tennessee to Florida aver-
age 15 to 20 degrees below normal
A storm off the Northeast coast will
bring snow to northern and coastal
New England. Travel will be difficult
across Maine, Massachusetts and
Connecticut. Elsewhere, dry weather
will prevail across the Southwest. A
cold front will bring gusty winds and
snow showers to the northern Plains.
The arctic chill will remain over the
East Tuesday. Snow will linger along
the New England coast. A storm will
bring snow to the Upper Midwest.
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Tuesday’s Pacific Temperatures

ary HGHLOW  CiTY HoHLOW  CiTY
Bangkok 89/70  Iwakuni 54/38  SaseboNB
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Honolulu 83/69  Pusan 48132 Tokyo
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56/42 Acapulco 88/71
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3315 Auckland 65/48
55/41 Baghdad 61/38
85/69 Barbados 87/69
75/60 Barcelona  41/29
46125 Berlin 30/25
74/61 Bermuda 63/55
49135 Brussels 32126

Tuesday’s World Temperatures
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Budapest 31721 Kabul 4314 Nairobi 80/50
Buenos Aires  82/64  Kiev 22/13  New Delhi 76/44
Cairo 66/46  Kuwait 68/42  Oslo 1/26
Cancun 5/66  London 39/33  Paris 0/26
CapeTown  76/57 Madrid 42131 Rio de Janeiro 80/67
Geneva 28/21 Mexico City ~ 68/46 5/32
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Johannesburg 84/60 Moscow 22/9  Warsaw 26/19
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Soldiers’ penalty unjustified

T am shocked and appalled at the actions
taken by the battalion commander of the
656th Transportation Company concerning
the six reservists who used parts from aban-
doned vehicles to complete their mission of
delivering fuel (“6 GIs court-martialed for
taking vehicles in Kuwait,” article, Dec. 15.)

What was this commander thinking? His
men were ordered to do a job that is vital to
the mission and extremely dangerous in it-
self. To send soldiers out into the desert load-
ed down with gasoline in ill-equipped vehi-
cles is an act of an ill-equipped unit. Com-
manders should always be aware of their sol-
diers’ needs, especially the condition of
their vehicles. Those vehicles are the key to

Marketins mancing@panpes 050 mn
Circulation: circulation@pstripes.osd
CENTRAL OFFCE: 520 L St i e 550 Naingn

L Phone DSN 31
(1) (202) 761-0900 Fax (+1) (202) 751 0890
[DITORIAL mk[c OR: David Mazzarela, 529 14th St NW, Smle
0045~ Phone DSN

1AN: Joe Ungaro. Send comments to: Ombudsman, Stars

and Stripes, 529 14t St NW, Suite 350, Washingion, D.C.
045-1301. Phone civilan (+1) (401) 364-6032; fax (+1)

(401) 364-8696; or e-mail: ombudsman@stripes.osd.mil.

How to call u;
GENERAL MANAGER: DSN 229-3121.: civ. (+81J (3) 3404-9428
READERS'  FORUI DSN  229-3166; civ. (+81)(3)
3404-9442/3; e-mail: letters@pstripes.osd.mil
SPORTS: Dave Ornaver, DSN 645-7433; civ.
893-2702; e-mail: ornauerd@pstripes.osd.mil
For business, advertising and circulation numbers,
turn to the classified section.

News Bureaus

IAPAN
Japan Burea G, i Ackar, Ut 5002, 40 7 96397 5002
DN 229-3357: ci. (03) 3404-9442/3; fox DSN 229-3271;
o LB g 0ke &mal s@psipessdmil
DSN 226-2550; civ, (0176)
) 311766255, . DSN
263847, e il snj@ostipes s
ssssbowakan G er, FSC 476, Box 1126, 70 AP
6320-1126; tl. and fax DSN 252-3832;
o lerg@pstripes.osd mil
Tokge g Giter nd Hara s, tl, DSN 229-305
2 o civ. (+81)(3) 304-9442; fax DSN
o7y e itler@pstripes osd.mil
kusumotoh @pstrips.oso mi
Yokostuka/Atsugi: Nancy Montgomery, tel DSN 241-2874 or civ.
THE1 (5) 3401-4978; o OSN 241287, -,
monlgomeryn@pstipes osd.m
Yokota/Camp Zama/Camp Fuji e L, Uit 5058 100 AP
96328-5058; tel, DSN 225-9233; civ. (04) 2552-2511 ext
50733 fax: DA 225-7752; e-mail: itlev@pstrpes.osd.mil
Okinawa: David Allen, Fred Zmmeman, Chiyom: Sumida and
Merk Rankin, Camp Foster, Unit 35157, FPO AP 96374; tel
DSN 6453807 or civ. (+81)(38) 893-2702; fax DSN
645-9165 e-mal: okibureau@pstripes.osd.mi

(+81) (98)

Norea Bureau i, Jsep Sordons Uit 1534, 40 47
3 el DSN o cv (+82)Q)
] gmmnnm@psmpes osdmil
Camp Red Cloud/Camp Casey: Seth Robson, Address: Stars and
i, o HC 21 (PAD) Unt 1501, APD AP G6256.028%:
el v, 011-9909-7134; e-mal: obsons@pstripes.osd.mi
Osan A Base/Cam Humpreys Parkin P, nt 1533
8, tel, DSN or civ, (+82) (1)
AR hsheﬂ(u)ps"mesnsdmﬂ
Seoul: Teri Weaver an

aiv. (+82) (2) 2270- 7132/7134 fax DSN 721-7141; e-mail;
koreabureau@pstripes.osd.mil

Taegu: Unit 15334, APO AP 96205-0423; tel. DSN 721-7131,
7217132 or 721-7134, civ. (+82) (02) 2270-7132/7134;
fax DSN 721-7133; e-mail: koreabureau@psiripes.osd.mil

Bureau editor: Patrick Dickson, 529 14th Street NW, Suite 350,
Washmgmn DC 20045-1301; tel. (+1) (202) 761-0859;
e-mail dicksonp@stripes.osd.mil

L:sa Burgess tel iv. (+1) (703) 692-1875; anﬂ Len Shane 529

e-mail: burgessI@stripes.osd.mil and shanel@stripes.osd.mi

Stars and Stripes (USPS 417 900) is_published daily (except
hisas and e Yars) for 50 cents dly and $1 Sunday by the
St Stipescenl offc, 529 14hSL W, Sufs 350, Tashing.
fonDC 20045-1301 Prdicls Dn;lage nam at San Francisco, Cali.

aster: Send address changes to Pacific Stars and Stipes,
Ut 5003 120 1 Sissr 002
ropean and Pacific Stars and Stripes 2004

This newspaper is authorized for publcation by the Department of
Defense for members of the iitary Senvices overseas. However,
ot of e STAR and STRIPESasuroficil,and st e or-
sidered as th offcial views o, or endorsed by, he U.S. Government,
Idng e Degatnent o Dfnsor 1 U, Paic Conmand e
0D nvipper, e SRR and STRPES ay b sttt g f-
i hahf and s apprptaed fnds o shuton o o an
isolated locations where overseas DOD personmel ae located

The appearance of advertising i this publication, ncluing insets or
supplements, does not consttute endorsement by the Department of De-
fense or the STARS and STRIPES of the products or senvice adverlsed

Products o sevics advertised i this publicaton hall be made avei-
able for purchase, use, o patrnage without regad t rac, color,religon
se, nalonal origin, age, maricl Status, physica hancicap,pofical afia-
o, or any other nonmeri actor of the purchase, user, of paron.

STARS AND STRIPES WEB SITE: www.stripes.com

y mission. If other soldiers
abandoned vehicles because they were bro-
ken down or damaged in some kind of at-
tack, then where is the crime in using aban-
doned parts to complete a mission that is
critical to the war?

The article goes on to say that the troops
should have returned the vehicles to their
original units. Let me get this straigl
While sitting in the desert with bro-
ken-down fuel truck(s), the soldiers’ respon-
sibility was to switch missions to return an-
other unit’s abandoned vehicles? All the
while sitting like a time bomb waiting to
come under attack?

This story comes after Spc. Thomas Wil-
son asked Secretary of Defense Donald
Rumsfeld why more combat vehicles were
not reinforced for battle. It's a shame in to-
day’s Army that our soldiers are fighting a
war in which they must resort to scrounging
scrap metal or “stealing” parts in order to re-
inforce a vehicle that ultimately might save
their lives.

It makes me sick to my stomach to read
about the Army charging these soldiers
with theft, destruction of Army property
and conspiracy to cover up their “crimes.”
And then to go as far as booting them out
with a dishonorable discharge and stripping
them of all military benefits? In my opinion,
sending troops out with ill-equipped vehi-
cles is more of a crime.

1a Harris
Naples, Italy

Army should honor contracts

Iam glad the writer of the letter “Serving
past your ETS” (Dec. 16) wants to carry out
his family’s military tradition and has
served 15 years in the National Guard. How-
ever, there are some reservists and Guards-
men who actually signed an eight-year con-
tract with every intention of serving just
what we signed. Those individuals filing a
lawsuit agamst the Army have every right
to sue, since the Army is in breach of con-
tract.

The writer has the audacity to bring in the
seven Army values in response to our “grip-
ing” about getting sent to Iraq after we
served out our contract. If we wanted to go
active-duty we would have, but we chose to
pursue a civilian education outside of the
military life that, frankly, is not for every-
one. Even though T have two loans, a scholar-
ship and a work-study job, there was not
enough for college bills, which is when the
military came in.

Doonesbury

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. Al letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity.

Send your letters to:
U.S. Mail:

Readers Forum

Stars and Stripes
Unit 45002 Minato-ku

APO AP 96337-5002  Tokyo 106-0032

Via fax from ]apan 03-3408-8936;
DSN 229-3271

Via fax from outside Japan:
[CD’QAHZ(%BWE +81] 3-3408-8936;

International mail:
Stars and Stripes
7-23-17 Roppongi

E-mail: letters@pstripes.osd.mil

Get a job at Burger King? Have the writer

do that and try to pay for college. Let me
know how it goes.

Sgt. Meredith York

Logistics Support Area Anaconda, Iraq

Hunting serves a purpose

Thank you, Stars and Stripes, from all the
personnel who will be unable to participate
in this year’s hunting seasons for the picture
of the hunter on Dec. 4 (American Round-
u

D).

Despite what the letter writer thinks
(“Hunting photo unnecessary,” Dec. 14),
there are a lot of soldiers, sailors and air-
men who enjoy hunting. Although it is no
longer a matter of survival to hunt, it is one
of lhe privileges and rights that we still

It is quite apparent from the letter that
the writer has not participated in this activi-
ty and is uninformed about the whole pro-
cess. I suppose the writer would rather have
untold thousands of game animals die the
long, slow, agonizing death of starvation
rather than have the chance for a quick,
merciful death. That is what happens when
there is no control of their populations.

Also, the letter writer should be aware
that a large percentage of funds that pro-
vide for wildlife management, to include
wetlands replenishment, comes from these
same terrible people who hunt. A portion of
every license sold goes to federal programs
that benefit wildlife and provide funding to
preserve wilderness areas.

Stripes, please keep the outdoors-type pic-
tures — to include hunting and fishing —
coming.

Dave (Dusty) Breisch
Wiirzburg, Germany

Hunting fights starvation

In response to “Hunting photo unneces-
sary” (letter ec. 14): Hunting saves hun-
dreds of deer each year from starving to
dealh in the snow during the winter months

he deer population would grow over-
whelmmgly high without controlled eer

hunting. With a high deer population grows
famine and disease.

For the letter writer: Perhaps further edu-
cating yourself on the benefits of hunting
would have been best before ranting against
Stars and Stripes and thousands of avid
hunters.

Vanessa Rock
Hohenfels, Germany

Let women, not civilians, decide

I just read an article from The Washing-
ton Times from Dec. 9. Elaine Donnelly,
who heads the Center for Military Readi-
ness, is charging the Army with violating
the ban on women in combat units.

I don't understand why civilians are so
concerned with this issue. I have never
heard fellow combat-support females com-
plain about being assigned to a com-
bat-arms unit. This is something that those
of us in the military understand can happen.

With the war on terrorism, there are no

front lines. We have women here who travel
the roads every day, just like their com-
bat-arms counterparts. If we don’t put
women in the new “units of action,” then
what is the Army going to do with the thou-
sands of women who proudly serve their
country?
Please let those of us filling the jobs that
take us into combat decide our future, not ci-
vilians who have never even put on the uni-
form.

Staff Sgt. Crystal Thompson
Forward Operating Base Danger, Iraq

Award shouldn’t resemble CIB

‘Whatever is decided on awarding other
military occupational specialties a badge or
ribbon of some sort, it should not resemble
in any way the Combat Infantryman Badge
(“Allemalwe to Army badge,” letter, Nov.

14).

Sure, the battlefield has changed and we
find certain specialties close, in view or
even in the battle, but the infantry is always
“in” first, and always will be.

1, being an 11B (infantryman), know they
do take part in the action Sometimes to sup-
port us. But we are always there to imple-
ment medical aid when our fearless combat
medic is alongside another squad. We are
alone to conduct our battles to the best of
our ability; “man up” in the face of death,
while we treat our wounded, conduct radio
ops, breach the obstacles and search for
roadside bombs and vehicle-borne bombs.

We like to keep ourselves separated from
the rest of the Army because, well, we are.
A combat patch is already given to any MOS
who has been in a combat zone. If they want
recognition as being in combat, first we as

should acknowledge it, then recom-
mend it. Anyone who is brave enough to
face an enemy machine gun and fires back,
risking what the infantry does every day, de’
serves credit. But we don’t give the Medal
of Honor to every infantryman who is killed
in a

Whalever is decided for those who fired
back during contact should not mimic the
traditions and awards given to those who
have endured the hardships and training of
our most beloved soldier, the infantryman.

fc. Kevin Holt
Camp Habaniyah, Iraq

BY GARRY TRUDEAU
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OPINION

Time is right for ‘Chemical Ali’ to face trial

Los Angeles Times

here are plenty of

tenants indefinitely locked up without
charging them is hardly the way to launch
i i has

anew even if

involved in lrymg Saddam Hus-

sein and others from his regime

for crimes committed against the
Iraqi people, but none that argues for fur-
ther delay. Interim Prime Minister Ayad
Allawi was right to announce that some of
the war-crimes trials would start this
week, including that of Ali Hassan
al-Majid, known as “Chemical Ali,” a cous-
in of Saddam’s believed to have used poi-
son gas to murder thousands of Kurds.

If the trials don’t get under way, Saddam
and his henchmen may never face justice.
It’s true that Allawi’s every move in the
run-up to the Jan. 30 elections is politically
motivated, especially now that he has de-
clared his own candidacy. But it could be a
long wait before a democratic government
with more legitimacy could initiate these
proceedings, and the mostly Sunni defen-
dants would still accuse the majority Shi-
ites of unfairness. Indeed, the legal safe-
guards afforded the defendants, combined
with the weight of the evidence, will deter-
mine whether these trials are deemed cred-
ible. For that reason, the government
should televise the proceedings.

There is also a matter of basic fairness
and due process. Keeping Saddam’s lieu-

set a poor example at Guantanamo Bay.

It's almost unavoidable, as the Nurem-
berg war crimes trials showed, that these
trials will be seen to some extent as “vic-
tor’s justice.”

In 1945, Chief Justice of the United
States Harlan Fiske Stone called the prose-
cution being led by his colleague Robert
Jackson a “high-grade lynching party.”

It's a foregone conclusion that Saddam
and his cohorts, like the Nazis, are guilty of
heinous crimes. The accomplishment of
Nuremberg was to shock and re-educate
the German people by creating a documen-
tary record of the Nazi regime’s crimes
and atrocities. In a traumatized Iraq, trials
could have a similarly cathartic effect.

The real question is whether Iraq’s judg-
es are capable of carrying out the trials.
The prosecutors need to work their way
through mounds of documents and careful-
ly prepare for belligerent defendants, espe-
cially the canny Saddam, who will attempt,
as much as possible, to disrupt the proceed-
ings and turn them into a circus.

The Bush administration, which has re-
fused to acknowledge the jurisdiction of
the permanent International Criminal
Court in The Hague, has asked for the help

Ali.”

of the United Nations in assisting prosecu-
tors and judges. U.N. Secretary-General
Kofi Annan has disgracefully refused to
help, claiming that Iraq’s death penalty pre-
vents the United Nations from participat-
ing. But that hasn't prevented the United
Nations from helping to carry out judicial
reform in Rwanda and Afghanistan, which
have the death penalty.

AP

The war-crimes trial for Ali Hassan al-Majid, shown in Beirut, Lebanon, last year, began
this week. Al-Majid, a member of Saddam Hussein's government, is known as “Chemical

Those seeking to postpone justice can al-
ways point to some logistical or political
reason for putting off these trials. But
given their length — the main Nuremberg
war crimes trial dragged on for more than
a year, and former Serbian dictator Slo-
bodan Milosevic continues to tie up the pro-
ceedings in his trial at The Hague — Al-
lawi is right to want to get started.

Democracy in Afghanistan can be an example for Iraq

BY DONALD RUMSFELD

“The ladies are coming to vote, because
the future belongs to us — to us and our
children.” — Provincial elections official,

Afghanistan, October 2004
ontrast that with this quote about
women from a Taliban minister
only a few years ago: “It’s like hav-
ing a flower, or a rose. You water

it and keep it at home for yourself to look

It is not sup-
posed to be taken out
of the house.”

On Dec. 7, I attend-
ed the inauguration of
the first democratical-
ly elected national
leader in Afghani-
stan’s history.

It is something we
would have consid-
ered not just unlikely,
or naive — but down-
right  extraordinary

i
Rumsfeld

not that long ago.

History has a way of overcoming expec-
tations and conventional wisdom. In my
lifetime, I have seen Germany become a
genocidal and expansionistic dictatorship
and then a democratic ally of the United
States within a span of a relatively few
years. I have seen the Berlin Wall first rise
and then fall — along with the totalitarian
empire that built it.

Consider Afghanistan’s October elec-
tion, another such watershed moment in
history. Just over three years ago, an ex-
tremist, barbaric regime ruled that coun-
try — a country that had suffered through
decades of civil war, drought and Soviet oc-
cupation, and had no experience with de-
mocracy or individual rights. The Taliban
beat women for exposing their ankles, for-
bade them from attending school, walking
unaccompanied on city streets or seeing a
male doctor. Kabul’s soccer stadium was
used not for soccer, but for public execu-
tions.

And as Americans know all too well, Af-
ghanistan served as the base for al-Qaida’s
planning, training and operations. Osama

bin Laden was the Taliban’s favored guest.

On Oct. 9, 2004, as a result of the bravery
and hard work of coalition forces and, most
of all, the Afghan people, more than 8 mil-
lion people were able to vote — some 40
percent of them women — in the first free
elections in Afghanistan’s history.

In addition, 3 million Afghan refugees

have returned to their homeland since
2002 and it is estimated that the economy
is growing at a rate of some 7 percent per
year.
Thousands of brave young men have vol-
unteered to serve in Afghanistan’s
multi-ethnic army, which is taking the
fight to extremists and those terrorists who
may still be harboring fantasies of return-
ing to power and privilege.

And Kabul’s soccer stadium is now used
not for public beheadings, but for soccer.

None of this was considered possible,
much less likely, by much if not most of
so-called expert opinion three years ago.

The mantra is now familiar: Afghanistan
could not pursue democracy because it
was neglected and ignored by a Bush ad-
ministration obsessed with Iraq; that the
Taliban were making a comeback and
al-Qaida was on the march; that democra-

cy and voting were irrevocably alien to the
Afghan people and their culture.

In every instance, the critics were
wrong. Afghans — including millions of

omen — braved threats and intimidation,
traveled great distances, and waited in line
for hours to cast ballots for their first demo-
cratically elected president. They will do
S0 again next year when Afghanistan has
its parliamentary elections — another im-
portant milestone, as well as a logistical
and security challenge.

In Irag, many of the widely popular nega-
tive sentiments are the same as we heard
about Afghanistan, but so too is the poten-
tial for success. We are still less than two
years from when Iraq was ruled by a mur-
derous dictator who brutalized his country,
looted its wealth and neglected its infra-
structure.

No doubt the Iraq insurgency is more
widespread, the casualties heavier, the ob-
stacles seemingly more daunting. The re-
ward for success — a free and peaceful
Iraq — and the unthinkable consequences
of failure are extraordinarily high, as the
exlremists well know. They have so much
to lose

Democratic elections in Traq will deal a

similarly devastating blow to the terrorists
seeking to take that country back to a dark
place. And the impact will be felt not just in
Iraq — wedged as it is between two danger-
ous regimes in the heart of the Middle East
— but in that entire region.

So we should take stock — and take
pride — in what has been accomplished in
the global war on terror, but stay vigilant
and clear-eyed about the challenges ahead
in Afghanistan, Iraq and elsewhere. And
these challenges are real.

As in Afghanistan, success in Iraq will
come from the perseverance of the free
world, embodied by the valor and profes-
sionalism of the men and women in uni-
form, the coalition forces, and the new
Iraqi security forces who are risking their
lives every day, working with the newly lib-
erated people to overcome intimidation
and violence and to build a better life and
future for themselves and their families.

In the last analyses, it will be up to the
Iraqi people and I believe they have a good
crack at making it. I say this because the
great sweep of human history is for free-
dom. And that is on our side.

Donald Rumsfeld is secretary of defense.

Mallard Fillmore
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Free holiday sign

HOUMA — Some peo-

ple wanted to know
why “Season’s Greetings”
adorned the Terrebonne
Parish Government Tower,
mstead of “Merry Christ-
mas.”

It turns out the deci-
sion had nothing to do
with religion or political
correctness.

The sign was free.

Parish  council
members said that if someone do-
nates a “Merry Christmas” sign, it
will go up, also. The “Season’s
Greetings” sign was donated to the
parish neral

-

ROUNDUP

Medical Center a few years ago.

Holiday lights Web cam

LAFAYETTE — After fes-

tooning his house with
17,000 Christmas lights, Alex Ko-
marnitsky wanted more than just
passers-by to enjoy the spectacle.

He got his holiday wish. His in-
teractive Web site allowing Inter-
net users to turn the lights on and
off with the click of a mouse is at-
tracting thousands.

Another Web site recently alert-
ed users about his interactive
page. “It said, ‘This guy’s Web site
is funny. Turn the lights on and off
and annoy the neighbors, ” Komar-
nitsky said.

This month alone, more than 1.3
million Internet browsers — in-
cluding about 38,000 from a Ger-
man domain — have visited the
site.

Prison for abuser

NORTHAMPTON — A

Huntington man was sen-
tenced to serve nine to 10 years in
prison after pleading guilty to
breaking into his estranged wife’s
home and ambushing her when
she returned from a court hearing
that extended a restraining order
against him.

Police said Donald G. Cornelius
Jr., 47, hid in the basement until
his wife came home from the court-
house, and then attacked her with
a metal bar from an exercise ma-
chine.

Kimberly Anderson told the
judge at the sentencing that when
she is home alone, she still imag-
ines the sound of his steps on the
stairs.

Her nose was broken, she under-
went several operations to repair
her face, and she lost most of the
hearing in one ear in the attack.

Drug test complaint

SAN ANTONIO — A fired

drug screener was free on
bond after he was accused of hav-
ing sex with a woman in exchange
for a false report that there were
10 sign of drugs in her urine.

Adrian Barrientos was released
by U.S. Magistrate Judge Nancy
Nowak on a $25,000 unsecured
bond. Barrientos, 29, faces a
charge of obstruction of justice,
which carries a possible penalty of
up to 10 years in federal prison.

Barrientos, formerly employed
by a company that drug-tests con-
victed offenders, was accused by
an FBI agent in a criminal com-
plaint of misdeeds involving a fe-
male supervised offender who
used cocaine this summer.

The complaint stated that Barri-
entos asked the woman if her urine
would test positive. After she an-
swered “yes,” Barrientos told her

that he would falsely report on her
drug-test form that her urine test-
ed negative in exchange for sex,
the complaint said.

Hefty donation

MINNEAPOLIS — A pros-

perous businessman didn’t
think he was entitled to his 2004 So-
cial Security payments, so he be-
came an early Santa Claus for the
Salvation Army.

The man dropped a check for
$14,845 into a bell ringer’s red ket-
tle outside a bookstore in down-
town Minneapolis.

The man, who declined to be
identified, released a written state-
ment through Salvation Army
spokeswoman Annette Bauer, who
had sought out the man for an ex-
planation.

He said he will receive $20,295
in Social Security payments in
2004 and didn’t really need it be-
cause “I have considerable income
now and should continue to have
considerable income if I ever do re-
tire.”

Band to play for Bush

RENO — The McQueen

High School band will final-
ly get its chance to perform for
President Bush. The Presidential
Inaugural Committee chose the
Reno school to represent Nevada
in the Jan. 20 Inauguration Day pa-

e
It takes teamwork

Although the wind was a little
calmer, it was still strong enough
to make it difficult for Wilson
Elementary School fifth-graders
Dylan Ladwig, Ryan Sager and
Brian Jun as they take down the
Wisconsin and American flags after
school in Beaver Dam, Wis.

rade in Washington.
‘Two months ago, the
band was barred
=% from performing at a

Reno campaign rally at-
tended by Bush. A school
district policy prohibits
school-sponsored organiza-
tions from engaging in
party politics.

Unpaid wages inquiry

NY ALBANY — Owners of

a diner have agreed to
pay $76,000 to end an investigation
info whether they failed to pay
workers minimum wage and over-
time in a case both sides expect
will be repeated elsewhere in the
state.

The Front Page Diner on Staten
Island settled with state Attorney
General Eliot’s Spitzer’s investiga-
tion without admitting guilt, ac-
cording to a Spitzer spokesman
and the diner’s attorney.

Spitzer accused the diner’s own-
ers of paying wages as low as $2.25
an hour to wait staff between Au-
gust 1999 and August 2004.

The minimum wage for restau-
rant workers accepting tips is
$3.30 an hour; while the minimum
hourly wage for other workers is
$5.15.

Assistant  attorneys  general
Michael Higgins and James Ver-
socki also said the diner paid no
overtime to cooks, busboys, and
dishwashers despite work weeks
up to 60 hours.

The diner’s payroll process will
be subject to monitoring and help
in contacting workers and former
workers to collect from the settle-

ment, to the

School shelves bonuses

GREELEY — The Univer-
sity of Northern Colorado
shelved plans to award $189,000 in
bonuses to administrators next
year after an angry backlash from
faculty members who haven’t got-
ten a merit raise in two years.
Faculty got a one-time payment
equaling 2 percent of their salaries
in June while nine administrators
received $103,000 in bonuses.
UNC President Kay Norton sus-
pended next year’s bonus for ad-
ministrators and promised a cam-
pus-wide discussion of compensa-
tion.

Slaying probe closed

BEAUREGARD — Prosecu-
tors closed an investigation
into a triple slaying by presenting
to a grand jury circumstantial evi-
dence found in a suicide note.
Bernard Vaughan, 69, shot him-
self two days after the March 26
shooting deaths of three men on
his property. The note made refer-
ence to post-traumatic stress disor-
der, a result of his military service,
and mentioned the “turmoil of the
last 24 hours,” Sheriff Jay Jones
said.

Record farmland values

AMES — The value of Towa
farmland has hit an-all time.
An annual survey by lowa State
University shows that farmland
values jumped 15.6 percent this
year, hitting a record $2,629.
That’s an average increase of
$354 an acre. Scott County’s aver-
age price was $4,167 dollars an
acre, the first time the average
price of farmland in Towa topped
$4,000.

A 1,150 pound polar bear at
SeaWorld San Diego’s Wild Arctic
icks to a gingerbread man before devouring the tasty treat.

Sweet holiday treat

attracti

Bruce Aiken Elementary
kindergarten student Mighuel Perez
is not too excited to be singing Christmas carols at the Sunrise Mall in
Brownsville, Texas.

Blue reindeer
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Taking a break

around the 80-degree mark under clear skies.

Dancers Jeffrey Kazin, foreground, Amber
Sloan, left background, David Parker, cen-
ter, and Emily Tschiffely pose from Parker’s “Nut/Cracked” in a New York A young snowy owl perches on an

Balancing act

studio. Parker and his Bang Group performed the piece at the Dance
Theater Workshop in New York.

Rays of light

The Creekmore Holiday Express rolls through the tunnel of lights in this
long exposure at Creemore Park’s decoration of lights in Fort Smith, Ark.

A man relaxes in the warmth of the sun during the noon hour at a
plaza in downtown Los Angeles. Last week temperatures hovered

Who goes there?

insulator atop a power pole along
near Somers, Mont.

Burglar facing hard time

NEW BRUNSWICK — A

burglar who broke into
more than 100 homes in five coun-
ties and stole $2 million to support
his casino gambling habit faces a
long prison term.

Samuel Krosky, 44, could get 25
years in prison when he’s sen-
tenced April 1. As part of a plea
agreement  with  prosecutors,
Krosky is required to make restitu-
tion to his victims.

‘Predator’ to stay in jail

PORTSMOUTH — A cir-

cuit judge ruled that Roy
Young Jr., 32, who is serving a
six-year sentence for molesting
two girls, is a “sexually violent
predator” and will remain in state
custody even after his term is com-
pleted. A state law passed in 2003
allows sex offenders to be held if it
is proved that they’re likely to com-
mit similar acts.

Union contracts OK'd
LANSING — The state Civil
Service Commission ap-

proved pay contracts for unionized
state workers and set pay levels for
others not covered by union con-
tracts. The agreements include
pay increases of 10 percent spread
over three years. As a concession
to save the state money, most work-
ers will receive 38 hours of pay for
40-hour work weeks from January
until next November.

Waste ink dumping

SAN FRANCISCO — An

Oakland newspaper pub-
lishing company and two men
have been charged with crimes for
allegedly dumping hundreds of gal-
lons of waste ink in a vacant lot in
San Francisco.

Alameda  Publishing ~ Corp.,
which publishes the San Francisco
Post, the Richmond Post and the
Berkeley Tri-City Post as well as
the Spanish-language EI Mundo,
was charged with felony dumping
violations that could result in mil-
lions of dollars in fines.

The company has already paid
the $9,000 to clean up the site.

The company’s plant manager,
Victor Martinez, 61, has been ar-
rested along with William Araujo,
50. Both are charged with illegal
transportation and disposal of haz-
ardous waste and could be sen-
tenced to three years in state pris-
on if convicted.

Glass tower planned

WILMINGTON — A devel-

oper announced plans to
build a $65 million, 18-story glass
office tower in Wilmington. The
tower to be built by the Bucci-
ni-Pollin Group is the third specu-
lative downtown office building to
be announced this year. An office
tower without a lead tenant hasn’t
been erected in downtown Wilm-
ington for more than 10 years.

Permits for strippers

SAN ANTONIO — The City

Council on Friday approved
a measure that will require strip-
pers to wear permits while they
are on stage.

City Councilman Chip Haass
pushed the amended human dis-
play ordinance as making it easier
for police to identify dancers.

But a lawyer representing sever-

al strip clubs in the city said it
would also create a physical dan-
ger by making it easier for an ob-
sessed customer to find out a danc-
er’s real name and where she lives.

Attorney Jim Deegear has said
he will file a lawsuit challenging
the measure, which the 11-mem-
ber council passed unanimously
early Friday during a marathon
meeting that began Thursday after-

Deegear says the city’s strict
rules are part of an effort to drive
his clients out of business.

Llama mistaken for deer

MADISON — A hunter

faces two charges after
shooting a llama that he mistook
for a deer.

John M. Burger was charged
with trespassing and a misdemean-
or count of mistreatment of ani-
mals after he killed a llama named
Snicker Doodle Silk that was graz-
ing on land owned by Susan and
Kevin Kovacs.

According to a criminal com-
plaint, Burger was on land adja-
cent to the Kovacses’ property
when he shot the animal Nov. 9.

Burger told a Dane County sher-
iff's deputy he was in a tree stand
when he spotted an animal grazing
about 60 yards north.

Burger said he thought the ani-
mal was a deer, probably a doe,
and he waited for it to raise its
head. It did not and he shot at it.
He then walked toward the animal
and saw herds of llamas running
around, realizing his mistake.

Burger reported the accidental
shooting to the Kovacs family and
apologized.

The trespassing charge carries a
fine of up to $1,000 and the other
count carries a fine of up to
$10,000 and a nine-month jail
term.

Internet while camping

AUSTIN — Campers at five

state parks will soon be able
to check e-mail or browse the Inter-
net. The Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department announced a pilot pro-
gram to offer high-speed wireless
Internet service at Choke Canyon,
Blanco, Balmorhea, Goose Island
and Ray Roberts Lake state parks
starting Jan. 1.

Security funding cut

MEMPHIS — US. Rep.
Harold Ford has asked
Homeland Security Director Tom
Ridge in a letter why Memphis’
homeland security funding has
been cut from $8.2 million to noth-

ing.

Ford indicated that the threat of
terror still exists in the city — a
major distribution hub with one of
the busiest cargo airports in the
world. The cut will affect funding
for first responders.

Mining project begins
BATTLE MOUNTAIN —
Newmont Mining Corp.

began construction on the contro-

versial Phoenix gold mine site
where copper and gold have been
mined for almost 150 years.

The $200 million project near
Battle Mountain raised concerns
over acid rock drainage and
long-term effects on nearby water.
A federal review found actions by
Newmont will minimize environ-
mental risks.

Stories and photos from wire services
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Horoscope

Happy birthday to the sun! The
passage of our solar daddy into the
Tropic of Capricom is one of the
original reasons to party —
ask any sophisticated cave-
man, Roman or ancient
Egyptian. The days grow
longer, the nights grow
shorter, and we grow more
aware that if we're to get
that thing done before
years end, we'd better get
busy.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(December 21). When
you narrow your focus to
one big goal, instead of
being restricted, you feel
your life broadening! Use what
you're learning to up your income!
Passionate encounters in the new
year lead quickly to a commitment
Just be sure you're really ready!
Friends have excellent tips in finan-
cial and romantic realms. Virgo and
Pisces are love signs.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
You've hoped, wished and prayed
— now, it's ultimatum time. A certain
situation in your life simply can't go
on as it was. Take a stand, and all of
the correct elements will align to
support you

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
You're fearless. Ferocious competi-
tion is out there, to be sure, but
you're so convinced of your talent
that nothing can stop you from
winning. Tonight, you're in the mood
to reconnect with friends you seldom
call.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Your wild streak emerges to help
you out in even the most sophisticat-
ed and structured environments.
Release the constraints of artificial
rules. Follow nature. Sagitarius
helps in your pursuit of love.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Create more space in your life, and
what you want might just drop into
that opening. Peaceful environments
help you come up with brilliant
solutions or calm your nerves long
enough to see the truth.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Instead
of complaining, you just fix it. Doing
50 earns you high character marks

Holiday Mathis

in the eyes of someone who is
known to promote those with out-
standing qualities. It's nice to be
generally well liked.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
Obstacles can be overcome, not
with force but with a
different kind of strength.
YYou're the sign of all
things green. Think of the
root that can crack con-
crete or the reeds that
sway in the storm.

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). Pride
goeth before being broke.
You've got nothing to
prove, so put down the
wallet. Someone who
wants to pay your way
shouldn't be battled —
you deserve it. Taurus and Scorpio
are particularly attractive o you.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
You see clearly what should be
done, but the cooperation of many is
required. Listen to friends. Do not,
however, lend them money now
unless you're sure you can afford to
take a loss.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). Youll have spurts of energy
and dramatic peaks of joy. The
power of your personality carries
influence. Don't be enticed by extrav-
agance, which provides only a
temporary high; find a permanent
solution

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). You've got the chance to paint
a certain picture of your life in the
mind of someone new. Count your
blessings, and de-emphasize what
you do not have. Tonight's mood is
exceptionally romantic.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
There's no problem that can't be
solved before it occurs — prevention
i your motto. From car trouble to
holiday planning to dealing with the
in-laws, an ounce of prevention is
worth well over $100.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
Your communication skills are superi-
or. You could even pick up a few
words in a new language. Seize the
chance (or create your own opportu-
nity) to make up for a wrong move in
the past.
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Brother should stand firm on loan

Dear Abby: 1 just read the
letter from “Able but Unwilling
in Alabama,” whose mother and
sister are urging him to “lend”
money to his spendthrift brother.
“Able” said he and his wife had
always lived frugally and have
saved diligently, while his broth-
er and his wife lived far
beyond their means. You
responded that if “Able”
was comfortable with his
decision, he wouldn’t
have written to you.

He should stick to his
guns. The brother and
sister- in-law will be
siphoning money from
here to eternity. Just like
an alcoholic, if you give
money to folks like that,
they’ll take and take until
the money is gone. T
know — I was one of those tak-
ers. I was never taught how to
handle money.

— Hopefully Doing
Better in Florida

Dear Doing Better: I did get
mail from readers who felt I
should have encouraged the
writer to stand firm. Read on:

Dear Abby

Dear Abby: 1t's time for that
brother and his wife to grow up
and learn to budget their own
money. If “Able’s” mother and
sister aren’t willing to put
THEIR money where their
mouths are, they should keep
quiet. It never makes sense to
loan money to a bottom-
less pit.

Strange, how “Able,”
the responsible son, is
criticized, while the
spendthrift, spoiled son
runs to Mom and Sis to
lay guilt and put pres-
sure on the responsible
brother. If the situation
were reversed, would
the big spender help
his brother, I wonder? I
don’t think so. His
selfish lifestyle should
not be rewarded. The irresponsi-
ble brother should end the pity
party and go to work!

— Hard- Working Mom
in Providence, R.I

Dear Hard-Working Mom:
More readers agreed with you
than with me.

Don’t fret over ex visiti

Dear Annie: Ten
years ago, I went through
a bitter divorce, and now
T have minimal contact
with my ex-wife. My ex
used many tactics to
prevent me from main-
taining a healthy relation-
ship with our two (now
grown) children.

I recently learned that
my ex-wife spent her
vacation visiting with my
family members who live
2,000 miles away. She
stayed in my sister’s home. It
obviously was not a casual
drop-in. My ex has no other
friends or family living in that
area.

I asked my sister why she was
so willing to welcome this
woman after all the years of grief
she put me through. Sis told me.
the family had maintained some
contact with my ex over the
years and that they had a very
nice visit. Apparently, Sis even
invited the other family mem-
bers over for a “reunion dinner.”

I am very hurt and betrayed
by the lack of family allegiance,
yet my family feels they did

Annie’s Mailbox

nothing wrong. They
think they are being
magnanimous. I think
they are being disloyal.
T have a new wife

and a happy life now,
but my ex still wears
the divorce like a
badge and won’t let go
of our past.

— Tired of the Games

Dear Tired: We can

understand why this
aggravates you, but if
your family members
‘wish to maintain a relationship
with your ex-wife, that is entirely
their business. Instead of consid-
ering it “disloyal,” think how
much your children appreciate
knowing their mother can enter
their aunt’s home without a fight.
Your ex may have been a night-
mare, but the kids are grown
now, and it accomplishes nothing
to insist your relatives avoid her.

Dear Annie: My husband and
T have been married for six years
and never had a problem until his
friend “Ralph” came along.

Ralph is a nice guy, but he’s a
moocher. We play darts at our

Dear Abby: The brother
‘made his choices and is reaping
the “rewards.” If “Able” bails
him out, it won’t be a one-time
thing. It will open the door to
keep the money flowing. There is
a children’s story about the Little
Red Hen. The little hen asked for
help to plow the garden, plant
the seed and pull the weeds. The
rest of the farm animals refused.
However, when it came time to
eat the bread, they all wanted
some. (en then said
“no,” because they had done
nothing to help.

It’s the same with saving
money; we go without to build
savings to cover our needs in
leaner times.

— Brenda in Aurora, Colo.

Dear Brenda: That's a lesson
‘many people need to learn. Too
many are living on credit and
accruing a mountain of debt
while trying to keep up with the
Joneses.

Letters for this column — with your

at
ww.uexpress.com/dearabby
Universal Press Syndicate

ng relatives

house once a week, and he is one
of several friends who come over.
Everyone brings beer or food,
except Ralph, but that doesn’t
stop him from drinking most of
the alcohol and soda, eating most
of the food and bumming ciga-
rettes off the smokers.

These parties take a big chunk
out of our wallet, and our guests’
contributions help defray the
costs.

My husband and T have gotten
into several arguments over this,
but he refuses to talk to Ralph,
and he doesn’t want me to say
anything, either.

— Tapped Out in Virginia

Dear Tapped Out: Of course
not. Perhaps one of your other
regular guests could mention to
Ralph that everyone is expected
to bring something to the party,
and suggest that next time, it's
his turn to bring pretzels and
chips (or whatever).

‘Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar

Please e-mail your questions to
i t, or write

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
M L by Henri Arnold and Mike Arglrion
Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

KNACS

Let!'s not
Theyre  Stare
dreamy >

©2004 Tribune Media Senvces, Inc
Al Rights Resorved.

[Foonu ]
OHNEON

OCHOLS

z
GOOD LOOKS CAN
ATTRACT THESE.

Now arrange the circled letters to

LX)
A
e urble com
form the surprise answer, as

BLOTEG
I_I by the above cartoon.

OO
B
2l 0000|00000
NN MNAN DN N AN A
(Answers tomorrow)
Jumbles: GAUZE PUPPY SECOND MURMUR

Answer.  What the family did to their home for the holi-
days — "SPRUCED" IT UP

Yesterday's

Family Circus

S

&)
)

@

<

©2004 Bil Keans, Inc.
Dist. by King Features Synd.

to: Annie’s Mailbox, c/o Creators Syndi-

cate, 5777 W. Century Blvd., Suite 700,

Los Angeles, CA 90045.
Creators Syndicate

GRAFEITY

Call of the Calf
by zeek

I sensed the maiman's fear as
be opencd he gote. T7 was ke a

“Look at this one, Mommy!
Baby Jesus in a nest!”

WELL LETS (90K (7 THE BRIGHT SIPE....
BN SN SAIRED INGTITUTIONG IRE
| LEFT TUAT CAN BE TRKEN TONN Y
i STCROID MRUsk SCANDAL?

warm sfench in the air —- 50 hick you

<could cut it wih & Knife. Suddenty,

I felt myself growng dizzy--as if

#he fear was some ‘powerful drug. The [

entire yard began reeling. And Hhen

T heard his soft; plump calves begin
Zecececceck..

©Gary Larson
Non Sequitur

Dennis the Menace

calling o me:
Zeeteeecek . bite us, Zeeeeek.
biiiiiiiife wuuusss..

“Hgy, MR, WLSON | WE NEED T0 BORROW
YOUR LADDER FOR A WHILE!"

The Far Side

i e o
il SR /7]
N

Greative dog writing
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STRIPES CLASSIFIED

Clothing 320

Courtney, Okinawa - Looking for
dress up clothes for my 5year

nishati@oasis mediatinet

Foster, Okinawa -_Maternity

gt L leed
2 pregnances b great

mndmon arge bo

Tracy al ctdori one’oulsmemm—

85

et o cal

Computers

360

—
B800HighTech.com

dena, Okinawa - Black leath-

o e Sl i v

late. Bought at Wiison's leather

T ot

was 100 nice 1o wear. $100

shelimil@yahoo com for ~pic-
cal 633:8133

Kadena, Oknawa - Calin

Computers 360

Kadena, Okinawa - Video Card.
All"In” Wonder Radon_ 64MB

at
KAB~ 633186101  Emall
ramandi@att

al
omail sais7 @oasis mediattnet
Kadena, Okinawa - DANCERS

‘Sagamihara,_Japan - Compag
computer: PG, monitor and
keyboard, window XP Pro and
oitce 2003 nstaled, $350. Cal
2676100,

pictures
Kadena, Okinawa - | have a size

®
s pair ol realy cuicyish |1

all Desiree @ 633-4269 o

Welkor - Thie MelHircloss

Virually_any surace.  Asking
$2000, Calr011-501-7726.

mail_me @ gnjapan@kda.
atmilnejp

Kadena, Okawa - Lades
n Doc iaren bonls 52

W
5 o 45 sum o email
chiban303@aol.cor

Kadena, Okinawa - Lane Byant

Furniture 50|

Butler - 2 booster seals, both
g1y in color and in oxcellent
Sonditon. _Paid $30 _each in
furniture store but il 5el\ R
6225455
meginnis @ Hotmaicom

Two pair of panis (one
redblackiwnite stped and one
Black wiwnie. piping) and on

i ok w/wme poing) Ske
i S B0ty aia et
mediatt. net

Kadena, Okinawa - Lane Bryant

summer. $2000  cach Call
8335040 oremal slo7 Goasis
medat

Kadena, Okinawa - MOVING
SALE! Brand new Japanese sik
pajamas siil in package. Store

Coutny, Otnawa  Fre Tk

toddier bed for  sale _(wiol
mal'mss) i vy good coni on.
sel will et go for

S0 ey oo
622:8560 or (W) 623-7310.
Foster, Okinawa- 1 black gide
rockerireciner wih otioman
50, excllent conditon. Please
call Debbie al 6468213,

Foster, Okinawa - Black coffee.

£

table Wi 4 glass top pancis
about "Gt " sfuare 856 cal
AP T SOl

sfiokinawa @yahoo.com

jon't et me retum. Red pair
L (American  X-large)

Foster, Oknawa  Bac marle

(mercan o) Yonys mmm

Birce 8834560 57 el
me @ gniapan @kdaatimilnejp
MOVING

ST 2 O N
jeans! Really cute! Only $5. Call
esiree @ 6334269 or email

me o rispan@ica atminep | $

Kadena, Okinawa - Name brand
matemiy clthes: est e from
o ood. Only

\em cnnﬂmuﬂ 58 Fioase Call
6575

Foster, Okinawa - Queen size

d - maress, and g
had since March. Head/foot

de out of fike iron faiin
flower ‘shape it in
nightstand_and pai

mitcholl@kadena al.mil or cai
6462071

5

mrosser @yahoo com!

Collectibles 350

Kadena - For Salo 1 Dark Blue
Vatetl Layz-oy reciner X-

Kayci or Cody @ 6336107 or

Furniture 510

Kadena, Oinawa - Tall and
sturdy Korean chestgrosser for
gle, Askng prco 5600

Call 63362 ings

Kadena, Okinawa - Two room

dividers: Excellont conditon nat.

iral wood an Wi bougn a

fumiture” store

Decided pot o use. Wil sel for
‘Call Scoft or Jennifer @

&

fora fas mull
Cacres two coeo taes, Aus:

090-8839-961

Kinser - ChinalDisplay Cabinet,
2 ond tables, colleo table, all
cherry wood. Paid $1800 from
fumire sore on Fosier,wilsell
for $300 OB

2011702067 o amal onec:
@emailuophx.edu

Knser, Oinaa - Gl Focker
wih Otioman - §75 OBO Call
374356 5 030 8304 1554 ot
email ‘emmeo@yamu com
Calforia King ater
LoCN 1 waveloss et
& drauer podosil. heater il
mirrored headboard. Free. Call
428.52 5262

okota, Jap |
enfertainment _contor _ cabinet
i “remal hand finih, valued

n as grandprize ot
3iic Ada Basaas $306 653
Call 2273359

yolota, Japan - Chrerynien

Zama, Japen - Melestc cherry
entertainment _ cener

5500, e “liaostc oy
Vong b oo wth backny
$125 each, o Sotnder cherry

Gach,

Wa :nmnﬂnmam wnud sorage

i ook Sorage cahmel
140, white five-drawer bedroor
Chost $40. Cal 263-8381

—
Household ltems 560

Kadona, O - B vy
dosk lary 975"
1 wanBoria Chsiag g
This i not a gooseneck lamp it
is o' & minauo Gl Tamp.
wih a rustic style. Comes with
Ko 55 Enei o metres
air for hotmailom or
call 633.8906.

Guam - Wented 19 buy ungre

{ootball, baskeibal and. pas
ball. Looking for Derek Jelel‘

Kadena - - wood with
Sack s Gt condtan, S50
Sofa Tale o ha laie-$75 call

mail
she“rmﬂ@yahnocom for'a i

Kadena, Okinawa - Looking for
your unwanled Sesame Sireet
Shegiecing. Camel pay oo

Ploase_omail me al
Shondanichos @homal.com ot
call 5330221

Samae. ran arion. Foger
Staubaich. Email me your it of
players o lsalas @lo.net

Yongsan - WANTED: Panmun-

Kadena Oknawa - Dark navy

le Rocking Recliner for sale
Aing 180, all 6531516 i
itarested.

gm momorabia and nsigna
068 mec torch rolay
lmohss nuetal ntons super

Toom . omact:
ihoo.con|

Kadena, Okinawa - Glass dining
room table with 4 chairs: Only

Home Electronics 570

Gourney, Oinava - G Digtal

banev /ca;e/.emme/mnways
5 3300 Call Mike

Yokota, Japan - Beautful wood

Home Electronics 570

Kadena, Okinawa_ - Karaoke
machin for salel Will thiow In
all CD's 15+ and 2 microphones
Has the abilty o record singing
too. $85 Call 633-6513.

Kadera, Oknava - NEV, eny
Uaea or 8 Tow weeks HC
el GD peyer wih rad and

i el ol Ve
oy S s 2

bores “and 2 B Great
Chtimas praset 40 (6
sl o BB eal Caito
380t or amaiar focs.
ey @hamalcom

Kadena, Okinawa - One Hitachi
VTUXGA00RW” Vi player
i tner Ignt uso win

o e
368k Bvb D\aver Gne your

T 275 roat poure
dreer 1o a4’ Cai
Sea0

Musical Instruments 740

Foster, Okinawa - Casio k
tging electoic  Koyioa
KIS e g
TG onas, Sormyiims. Gomes
wilh Stand and AC adaplor
$120 firm call 646-4158 or email
Sfokinawa @yahoo.com

—
Outdoor Living 775

Fostor, Okinawa - 35 hp 20"
lawn’ and electrc weed
caterecqer - Take b pieces
for'$55 abo. Call 646-5897.

Foster,Okinawa
FoRS ot Lok ol Wel a8

for. Umbrella " slil in box
low urs for
175! Noa pis crar palens

s
sloals nsouaaﬁoaa o

Kadena, _Okinawa: PINBALL
MACHINE - Market valie $1400

analyzed and_rebuil. Playield
fully Testored. Call 633-025

Kadera, Ok Py
Statons_controller, $15;_PS
contoler, $10; by ”saton
power cord, $5; Play st
o cab. $10, X Box convor
er 20, C: 106

Kadena, Okinawa - Sony 300
disk CD piayer: Good condion

rotalls for S asking
$100,00. 633206

Kadena, Okinawa - Sony Home
Theater System with DVO play-
o1, five surtound speakers an

Subwoofer. PurchasedChrist-
mas ‘03 for $400, Wil sell for
$150. Call 633-2283 for datail.

Kadena, Okinawa - Sony digital

Call Scott @ 6323576

Kadena, Okinawa - Sony receiv-
er 5-isc GO changer, and tape
deck: Seling all for $400.00 or
best offer Call Fick @ 633-1505
or 6445529,

Kadona - We have a lol of
XSox games to sl il sltor
cheap. Ranging from

Bleats an0BSe/S38S o1 oma
ghls curyakadenaatm  for

Sagamihara - Soundesign
AMIFM Sterao, double casse
recorder, boor box speakers,

ment s up 10 32 nch TV. It has
tree sirage arues and

large storage _ seclion . with
smoked g\ass door, 3370, Cal
2676353 after 1830 hours or

Yokota, Japan - VG RX-888
VBK BDIDTS, stereo_racoiver
with remote contro, $250. Call
2272792

—
Jewelry 610

Courtney-1/2 _carat_diamond

cluster_ring, white_ and yellow

g0l 20 7. Bost ofer takes
25455

Kadena, Okinawa - Beaulful
whie’ gl weding et P
Goss cut center diamond wih

iore sidos i con

paulandbrit@yahoo.com  Tor

u i | &2
3400, If intrested call Rose
634-3278 or 937-0844.

Footbal, baseball, and
baskelba\l memorabilla for sale
Aulos, sels, boxes, cases
Swatches and numibered cards
25% discount on al items
bought. Must see in person. If
intorest.  ploase " omail
@jcom.nome ne jp

o teaphons 4S8 557075

Computers 360 _ | rate:

Foslr, Oknaa - el CpiPlex

Kadera, Oknana _ King bod-
dng civdng malching
e s> Snoet o, piow

s

ke st & plum
COloring A steal @ 751 Sehoue
nly 635-1669.

Foster, Okinawa

oo NG T a2
N420D: Headphones and pro-
gram _disk_included. * §75.00
BBO. Contact 6454228,

Fostr Okinawa - Play siaen 1 2

8

i & corrlir and 11
Games (mos
ey hargam lm 25"cal
646-4158

Kadena, Okinawa - King sized
¢ sping, Mat-

o BN R
ntorested.

Kadena, Okinawa - 20 inch TV,
$25.00;'27 inch TV with DVD'
200,00 OBO, Must sell ASAPI

og

o ta ot
CunninghamOM @ oki10.mad.

Kadena, Okinawa - Gorgeol
damond platum enqagemem
i enal Hound

$1,700,00 OBO. Call 633-2774.

Kadena, Okinawa - Marauise
engagerment ing i Matching

BEAUTIFUL! |
have & poper vor 4 ongina
box Have recal & warany
brove 1.3l Askmg $1,200 0BO
cal 633612 emai for
o

mouse, Speakers, all_for ﬂmy
528000  Email
ersean00308yahoo com or Foal
Ba5.

Kadena, Okinawa - | have a

Kadena, Okinawa - Looking for
2 cheap,or freo queen iz bed

2

email at Ryan20_02@yahoo

desidop computer video Gard for
sale. ATl Radon 9000 Pro, less

danisl m!yev@kaﬂem at.mil

Kadena, Okinawa - Sound Car
Sound Blather P\ammm Aoy
2dbit PCI with remole and bay
ectons incisang o oo’
fics. §70 or OBO. Call Rob KAB
633-1861 or Ema

Kadena, Okinawa - Siee
ouch for sale: Dark green in
Golor with Arizona sile paten
Couch'and bed are I vy oood
shape. Asking 5150. Call
83371513 f nterested

Kadena, Okinawa - SO

LOVESEAT croam calm e

Entertainment Centor - Scandi-

navian desin, lack and begen

$725, amng $350 call 653615

oremal chelmil@yahoocom
orpiet

adsna Qgnaa 27" G Flal
Soreen” TV yearold good

oar fo S50, wi s o $165.
Call 63322853 for detals.

Kadena, Okinawa - I you neod
gt iooking” and’ working
vcﬁ o mo a al al 632520
“mail at
Byan20 52 yahoo.com for -
tures and prce.

Kadena, Okinawa -

FUSIGN bor i m o i

viatt amp already moun-

Todon box o1 T P 300,06

for both, wil sell for $140.00.

Pover wires and speaker wies
included. Call 632.

Kadena, Okinawa - Link DMP-
120 MP3 Player: 64Mb. $50 call
6332462

- Boautful 12kt
its Qo Engagament ing: 3
damonds sel_ g g total

B

e
ZB%or stenoon 00, Emai
andrea stanek @us.amy.mil o
call 1227618,

—
Musical Instruments 740

Courtney - Tempo Drum Set: 9
poice ncluing sea, Pear Pog
Sis, and o tings.
$580°opocal azz s:ns ahey
can be brought to

Kadena, Okmnwu YANAGISA-
WA Tenor Saxophons S50 cal
0903-795.4: email

Foster, Okinawa - Murray 22°
375 p lawnmower: (One with
ihe big whel in the back) itle
rust but 25 good as new. Bout

PX for §125. Asking $50.
6145,

Kadena, Okinawa -

855 0687 or 000 1940.4259

Kadena, Okinawa - 85-100 feet
cha ok onca, v ai,

3§

orion. a\ready e
Dk up. 30000 Bal hidoe
8555157 et e

Kadera, Ofkinawa - Apprex. 100
oot or

o Ealail orogadic
Gaatminel

Kadena, Okinawa - Horizont
tlncs e fis mu\hplsx pgho

s

Kadena, Oknawa
Lawn ower o sle 20 enes
12 horsepower. $46.00.
PR
Kadena, Okinawa - Muray
0. Run: i gas can.
Call 090-3792.3755 or omail
e A
Kadena, Okinawa - Out do

635-1078 Bl or Kista.

Jobs Offered 630

1 1
Are you interested in supporting
1 Iuslm& nol ]usl

Stars and Stripes, a first amendment newspaper, is the
pinnacle of a military’s career. A tour with us can help you
move up in your military career and prepare you for your
career after the military. Contact your detailer for information
on how you can be a part of the military’s best news
provider or email Lt Col Todd at toddd@pstripes.osd.mil.
Stars and Stripes is a DOD field activity of the Office of
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Public Affairs

Openings include
Journalist:
1USMC Tokyo (Immediate Vacancy)
1 USMC  Germany (Immediate Vacancy)
1USN Tokyo  (Immediate Vacancy)
1USN  Tokyo hoto Journalist (SEP 05)
VUSAF JP/GE  [Forure biler aveiloble so0n)
1USA  JP/GE (Future billet available soon]
Reservists:

All branches 58S bureaus (Inmediate Vacancy)

Your Hometown Newspaper

STARSMSTRIPES

wwwstripes.com

Pets 820 |Toys 945 _ | Sporting Goods 980

Kadena, Okinawa - Set of white
plastic converts _benches  for

Gah 08O, Call 6331813
interested.

Yokola AB- Fence-East side,
13211 rofessionaly but v
molne 14 1 rampoline and
el g S386 B SR)
—

Pets 820

Fostr_ & year ol mele Ghine-
s CKC legstred. AF

o date. Mmcmpgm oy
bred $200 00 S16 5458

Fostor, Okinawa - Froo 1o g
R (e biack Labricor
PCSing, forced 10 find a home.

or 080-1087-6700

Foste Oinawa - e to good

fogs
Spayod. Wil separato. Ploase,

need o fnd 2 qood home for
oal dogel Contact Todd
2950788 7.6700

Humphreys - Doberman Pinsch-
o Puppy bom Aug8 2004, all
shois'and dewomed, Looking
fo & Geod hame_Blaciru
male. eciondt. and
By nfrestodpioaso call
Tony o Ancle 21 G10-3681.0083
o

Okinawa - Rescued
“Syivester” looka-

3 or
als7Goasis mediattinet  for
pit

Okinawa - We Have a FREE
Gt Mal, nouiored and ai
biack, good with famiy andiids
We have one cat but just to
much + and would iike {0 ust
ne, His name s bagera

o Heass cal 8043056 e
live in ishikawa ciy

H

o chalgeab\e CsH 7 Pp— Lt Tikes | i
2 | 0s0-6a64-4¢

G SR R0 o o 8

Ibs. asst
o welghs, $4900. 2 DIV m

oo s a1 s
% o uoed o o

o e B 7 | St s conion | 48 SSRGS S2000 e, &

find new home ASAP. This is for lease Cal used_twic L mal

] e ——
Siss Aok forpaul " | Fotor, Okpgwe - GREAT, X. | ign” g
IFT! Loap Frog il 4 | {90

Glinet o cal o 42T

——
PetAccessories 822 [gets it win begl sdcsass,

855 1o
ebakanen el Snotmal. | o ounmvasonge T

g Gurava - ot ot e R e T

S Gog e g an | 7| ot e ot

s oo’ ?ém L e pop S ok ik

1S ol " | Cooking Sounds Gourmet Kitch- | 646-3421.

090-1949-4229. en with accessories and some | ———————

Ty oo encorent ‘et

E
P —
paid $70° new, asking $30. | o "calef Comes with ever

J : e S
Photography B30 | Gi6ise’ ™ Y T i s Comes v v
Courtney, Okinawa - Hewlett | Foster, Qk\mwa - Swan Lake DEQ“HS‘“'GMJ
ek e e g G P——

c

chlren, ™ 40" Call “Mike | for only very cute and | Crosswalk  GTS _ Treadmill
nothing wrong vith  646-6838 | Sougt & mnis ago only ussd
090°6165.5035 or |twice great condon.  brand

counnsy, Okinawa - Sony Cy- ! h et

Souroy. Ofinawa . Sen, O, | ebskahmichasi?7a @hotmail | now! msmm:oé S350, Cal
camera wih 88 mmemory ek | | 3% % SR s e
22: arger. ke | Foster - X-MAS reindeer. 1 [net
'7 moving 1 Standing $40 in BX [—————
Ons | Yot ny 21 Sl b e

ol good fors mep-mls \msge— 090-6163- 5036 v ail E“‘W“‘ ‘"‘“ﬂ ol 85k b"ﬂ'ELYI
slsbmunun 2% batteries & rebekahmmhae\ﬁ@ho(mml usex B Jone awner, A“‘:Q

e el ESE | i S et | e T
Kadra, Ot - one sy | o0, L0, S S
Mavica - FD73 great pictures | 5300, Radio Flyer Pamﬂndel
ﬂ'ﬁ:}s éﬂ disc $40. Call | piastic wagon, $40; Children's Qcamask with nose
-183( kitchenette $10 each  Call | purge orkel with purge. 2 aH
Tl | R S e

o i
o03 condson Wil S 1 Tor
Toys H5_ | kecens,_unawa - Seling 4| 500 “ar” il sol “separte

Contact me for separate prices

Kadena, Okinawa - Snorkel gear
very choap. Spit i, bootes, a

Courtney. Okinawa - Peg Pere-
go JOHN DEERE GATOR Eloc.
e Tk 2epd (2 saahr)
reverse 100, New wiring
hamlss SXCellenr cHRlsT

or uy set at mel
Kuthe@yahoo com or  cail
633.0525,

P

Kinser, Okinawa_ - Pro-Form

%
e s | by e

Forss St et 0 | 20lre, Th fun sl s over &

Sl o, g et B | Bl
S5l msnaiogasia oo | 50308, W hgh sdo yale, | PMEIGAGyo0con
altinetor call 622-6424 011-501-7728. yongsan - Lke now Tayer

Courtney. Okinawa - Solid wood | ~—————————————— Made TP Tour gaif cubs. 3
o "angine: perect condilon. | Zama, Japan - Pink Leapfrog |on-PW. Only s6q two tmes.
Greai Christmaspresent for | Leap Pad for a Omamic,_Goid "$.500 _stee
your todder Bouaft e L | Leaprogpink backpack 8 s of | s Inclades Hzane. goft
Shorelgaming.com. Wil il for | books. Barely used, bag. Originally

§35 Call 6226424 or’emall | condiion. 140 call isse @ |$1,000. great ol et $309.00
tntsh 6323577 or best offer. Call 011-695-4503.
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SCOREBOARD

AFN TV & Radio

Tuesday

College _basketball:
Noreh Carolina State at WasHIngton 10)
AFN-Atanic, 230 a.m.-NFL: ESPNNFL Mon-
day Night Couedour
AFN-Atlantc, A

Okinawa, Korea,

cmNEL: Néw England at
Am Spori, 11 . NBAT PHOENI at ben-

" Ren-sports, s
princeton at Tem

ollege  basketball:

m.
e (dld).
orea, 7 p.m.-NFL: New En-

acific/Korea,
aiang 2 M I,
JAESports, 8 m.-NBA: Phoenixat Denver

AFN-Sports, 11:30 p.m.-NBA: Memphis at
LA Lakers (did).

Wednesday
A'N-Spnns 3 am.NFL: New England at
)

rts, 9 a.m.-College football: ESPN
conegncamcn
dantic, 5 am-College. basketball
Texas Yech atlow
s, AR Okinawa, Kore:
0 ametoleat footonl Chmmes Sorts
Bow, Syracuse vs. Georgia Tech at Orlando,
.
AFN-Atlantic, 11_a.m.College basketball:
R o sttt

AFN-Sports, 5 p.m.-NBA: Dallas at New
vork i

9 pum.-College basketball:
Toxas oot Iowd ),

FN-Sports, 11 College basketball:
UCLA At Michgan State ala).

All Times Japan and Korea Standard Time;
didindicatee delayed broadcast. Al litings
are sublect fo chan
for more informatio

College basketbal

AP Men's Top 25 fared

Saturday
1. llinois (2-0) did not piay. Next: vs. Val-
araiso, Sunda
2 Kansas (7 0) beat South Carolina 6460.
lext; vs. Wisconsin- , Wednesday.
3. Georgia Tech (7-1) \osn No.2 Gonzaga
5.7 Next v, Charlston sou, Wednesday.

5 orih Carolina (7.1)did ot lay. Next:
at Virginia Tech,

No- 14 Texas
: at New Mexico, Wednesd:
7. Duke (8:0) beat Okiahoma 78- &7 Next:
vs. Clemson, Sunday,

8 Syracuse O beat Drexel 74-54. Next:
vs. Cornell, Monday
eat No. 13 Louisville
Wednesday.

s
11. Connecticut (4-1) did not play. Next: vs.
Rice, Sunday.
12.North Caralina state (80) dd not play.
Next: at No. 18 Washington, Sunday.
lost to No. 9 Kentucky
day.

sday.

16 lowa (8- beat Western Carolina 88-75.

lext: vs. Texas Tech, Tues

oI Alzbama &.1) Dent Tanpbssee s, 6779,
. AL Corp,Chrst Wedniescay.

N Washington (715 dia
No. 12 North Carolina State, sunday.
orge Washington (7-1) heatanscm
ssidh. Next'al Florida Inter., Thurst

0.
8094, N o
o1 Michiaan Swate (62 beat De\aware
State 63-45. Next: vs. UCLA, Tues
22, Gonzaga (8 1) beat No. 3 Georg.a Tech
s Washington, Tue:
yiand (52 9 o iy Nt vs.
Florida SEhte, Sunday
ginia (7- l)d\d not play. Next: vs. Loy-
ola Marymount, Th rscay.
%5: Cincinnai (70 beat Northwestern
State 81-65. Next: vs. Jackson State, Monday.

Saturday’s men’s scores

Albany, N.Y. 71, Hartfc
aaron Broadtos o P Johnstown 75
Allegheny 79, Thiel 66

a8
William Paterson 61, Merchant Marine 50
SOUTH

Alabama &7, Temnessee St 79
Alice Lioyd 67, Bere

Aopalachian S 56, wiligan 67
‘Apprentice 85, . Virginia St. 81
Armstrong Atfantic 68, Savannah Art 66
Brescia 63, IIl-Springfield 40

ridgouwater, Va, 68 Gallaudet 43
. Augustine’s 71, 0T

erru

hzanem City st. 81, Columma Union 70
i 110, Greensh

i s ostovaio g1

High POt 78 Mount st ary's,d. 61

msz

icholls St. 100, Md.-Eastern Shore 66
iova Southeastern 89, Fayetteville St. 77
d Dominion 86, ETSU 65

ollins 52, Northeastern St. 44

Unc: Greensboro 14, Lberty
el . s Sae 52

Vanderbit 8, Te

W. Kentucky 70, Marshall 54

Wake Forest 89, Tex

West Georgia

Wofford 84, cn;mesmn Snuthem 65

rizona 48, Marqueﬂe 5
wrora 90, Wet
aldwin-Wal \Iace 7z Camiz\ 55

e 78, St. luhn s, Minn. 60

5 Wis:River alls 83
ormorston 115, Wary Gro

akota St. 67, 5. Dakota Te #t

ot st 60

Wright St. 72, Youngstown St. 51
Wyoming 68, Creighton 64
SOUTHWEST
Abilene Christian 91, Grace 66
Arkansas 102, Prairie View 50

TANK MCNAMARA

aylor 75, Southern U. 62
jouston 68, SE Louisiana 6/
ncarnate Word 87, E Bidahoma s4
mar 110, Wiley
ey 2 LouiSina College 65
! Nazarene 95, Sout
exas A&M-Kin:
Texas Lutheran 60, Texas-Dallas 52
Texas-Tylor 98, Mary Hardin-Bayior 95
UTEP 75, New Mexico S
Wichita St. 71, Tulsa

YU-Hawaii 90, St. Thomas Aqumas 70

st ag e s1 79

ah Vil St.7s Cleveland s. 65
Baptist 04,5, Ore

ashington St 5. Portland 5
eber st. 85, Elo

‘Ehampionship
Nevada 83, E. llinois 57
Third

idaho st 7L Forida ‘Afantic 67
entinel Communty Classic

Wis.Whitewater a5, Fop
Vegas Invitational

rst Roun

Pittsburg St. 83, E. New Mexico 63
Spa City Shootout

‘Championship

7. Tuskegee'ss

Henderson St.

Missouri-Rolla 61, Ouachita 60
‘Super 8 Classic

ect
Notre Dame Coll. 91, Madonna 69
Tiffin 136, Penn St.-Beaver 64

EXHIBITION
Finlandia 87,

Concordags, Jodson 73

AP Women's Top 25 fared

sat
1. LSU (10:0) beat
Next: at UC Santa Barbara, Tuesday.
L Sanford 6.0 beat Missourt Tilss.Next
2 ke (10D beat No. 30 Purdue 6-45.
Nest;at BallState, Monday.
& did not play. Ne
Texas Arhngton,
i Carolina (& i not play. Next:
N GearngL at Myrtle Beach, 5.C., Sunc
G vl 8.3 i o pay. vt e Fow:
aa Sy
7. Notre Dame (9-1) did not play. Next: at
day

turday
it SW Missouri St. 66-54.

: s

o () i not play. Next: at
No. 23 Arizona State, Tue:

g, Temessee (62) i ot play. Next: s,
TCU, Sun

0, Onlo Siate 10-1) beat oregon 7358,
Next: vs. No. 16 UCLA, Tuesda,

1 Michigan state 1) Gid not play. Next:
vs Texas AGM-Corpus chris) Sunday.

a2y Texas Tech (s 5 eat Arkansas state

feth, Sunday:

ST inesota (52) id ot pay. Next v.
Drake, Thursday.

14 Boston College (7-1) did not play.Next;
vs. Saint Joseph's, Wedne:

1. Georgia -3 cid Wt Biay. Next:
fona, Sunt

Je.dclA 1) did not play. Next: at linois,

at

7 Vanderbilt 7-1) did not play. Next: us.
eYUatMalibu, Calit

"8 Myl G- n d\d ot play. Next: vs.
Cappin State, Mon

B Houston (61 1) ma ot play. Next: at
Long Beach State,

T Parue (533 0ot 5'No. 3 Duke 66-48

R Sosth aldota 0. Taesday: Dec.28

Depaul 7-2) did ot play. Next: at

ers,
Rutgers 5-2) beat Clemson 66- 51 Next:
0.9 Tennessee, Wednesday, Dec. 29.
Krizona Sate (1.5 105k 1o New Moico
61-45. Next: vs. No. 8 Connectiout, Tuesday.
0) beat Drake 80-63. Next: vs.
western ior, Passday

25, Kansas State (6-2) beat Alabama 71-52.
Next: at Villanova, Tuesday, Dec. 28.

Saturday’s women’s scores

Canisius 81, Bufa

rexel 67,

ehioh &2, amghammnw ot
ine 6, Michiga

Bowling Green 80, 51 rranms Pa.74
ilo
e

Susquehanna 58

lemson
eton Hall 64 Miami (ohwo) 56,07
t. Joseph's, N.Y. 59, N.J.
t Mehaars T3, Feicin 58"

ppalachian St. 6% UNC-Greenshoro 41

y 59

mith 95 Columbia Union 34

entucky 30, UAB

el s Kotk st

i Lafayette 60 Sam Houston St. 72

iddle Tennessee
v

art 43
a St. 68, Savannah St. 55
. linois &, Sethune Cookman 64

68,
oulh annam High Point 38
Southern U. 63, McNeese St. 53
OO Cotate 65

West Alabama o8 Delta 5. 63

bion 84 Hope o2
Ind.-Pur.-Ft. Wayr

Tk Al St 4 o1 Tanich o 65

radley 77, Jackson St. 49

apital 5 Baldwin-Wallace 52

incinnati 73, Alab:

Ohio st. 73, Oregon

Pacific, Ore. 76, Wamchacvﬁc 73

Portland 66,

Reqis 73, N, Highian

Rocky Mountain
. Utah 65, Westminter, Utah 37

San Diego'st. St:Fullerion 43

SR ae Soyors Marym

W_Baptist 15,5, Oregon 62

OURNAMENT
ay Inn Express Classic

pions|
M\Ch\gan Tech 5\ Centra\ 5( Ohio 50
Tournament
amplonshm

Wasmng(on & Jeifer son 73, Defiance 69
1in the Desert-Gray
First Round

lowa st, 88, Kentucky 76

UNLV 61, N. Arizona 49

exas Tech 87, Arkansas St. 53
Virginia Tech 72, W. Mic higan 57
Raymond Jnmes shonmm

Franklin 84, Maryviie T 7
Wilmington, %:\o & ohio Dom\mcan 69

ekond R
Henderson St 72, Ala-Huntsville 56

“Champlonship
Alma 78, Mount St. Joseph 65
Wells Fargo Ciassic

Denver 64, Ten i
A Amomo 6

Augustana.s0. 75, buerto o lcg Rioledras 44

BofSe 5t 9, Utah Valley
Slovak Republic 72, Concordia, Wis. 49

Men’s giant slalom results

At Gran Risa Course
Alta Badia, italy

y
times in Parentheses)
Canada, - 2:34.23

23480
23514
23514
23532

Bemamm Raich, Austria,
1581

*Qiche,
.97).
i

Switzerland,

is ]

Maier,  Austria,

@
5. Jean Philippe Roy,
(s

T ks
(1:15.93:
7. Massimiliano Blardone, Italy, 2:35.89
(1:15.22:

8 Daron Rahives, United States, 2:35.97

Canada,

‘Deflorian,  Italy, 2:35.55

Sz

ndianapolis 57 Cent. Arkansas 72
. Dral
amestown 71, Mayville st. 59
ansas 84, Dartmouth 51
1, Alabama 52
iSt. 54

st59
uluth 72, Winona S

ol e daint Lousa 54
orth Dakota 114, Ferris St. 55
otre Dame, Ohi 86, Wooster 5
Ohio Northern 61 Jofn Carrol 55
Oterbein S, Mount Uy
Park 64, St. M
§ Dakota St.17, W\s Eau claire 62
Shawnee St.
South Dakota 76, Nor(hem st,5.0.61
Spring Arbor 78,

nford 1, M\ssuur\ i
Tiffin 88, W
Va\para\so 72 Loyola of Chicago 61

Oklahoma 86, Louisiana Tech 59

Texas Lutheran 65, Texas-Dallas 51
T

BYU 76, Southern ¢al 73
Colorado 45, Pacific 4:
. Washington 54, Washmq(un st.53
Gonzaga 70, o
Fomvalles Wike Sorest 64, 0T
Idaho St. 73, St. Martin's 58
Linfield 72, Cascade 43
Billings 77, Humboldt st. 45
Nevada 64 Sacramento .
New Mexico 61, Arizona St
New Mexico St 66, Exlpoly 510 55

Joel ~ Chenal, France, 23599
TBitier” Betago, Switzerland, 2:36.07
3Manm;a Moelgg, ~ Italy, 2:36.18
oot coul, France, 23624
Daeide simoncell, Italy, 23624

1 James gochran, United States, 2:36.54

(@

e senoner, ttaly, 23693

mmau wworld up Standings

1 Bode Miler umted Stales, 798 points.
” Hermann Maer, Austria, 47

e
& Didir Cothe Switss

7. Marco Buechel, Uechtenstem 257,
& Lesse Kius, Norw

$orkae baancir- Einiand, 324,
World Cup lant ialom Standings
r
1. Hermann Maier, Austria, 216.
2.Bode Miller, United States, 200.
£ Thomas drinel Canaca, 150
e Kjus, Norway
H Bemamm Falch, Adstia 165,

inla
30 Savic Smoncall iy 153,

Saturday’s transactions

American Leag

OAKLAND ATHLETICS- T 06d LHP Mark
ulder to St. Louis for RHP Dan Haren, RHP
Mo Calors 58 ¢ baric Barton.

National Basketball Association
CUEVELAND  CAVALICRS. Suspended O

THERE'S TOO MUCH HEAT ON
STEROIDS FOR EVEN THE MOST
POWERFUL LA UNION N AMER|

\BOR
TO RESIST. WE'RE

INSIDE THE MAJOR LEAGUE

BASEBALL PLAYERS ASSN.

cOING T0 HAVE.
THE. SACIC AEREENENT
THE OWNERS.

YEAH. IF WE Aava 0 BIVE UF OUR RIGHT 0 CORRLPT
R;coﬁl?

'S, A\ID TO 6NVE
l;M %

EAA. AT ONLY §7750, A
Y STARTS SERIOVSLY

LOCKING AT MICKEY D's
FOR LUNCH.

line confrontation wih Coach paul Slas dur-
inga game against Detroit.
MILWAUKEE BUCKS—Signed G

PHOENIX SUNS—Activated F Jackson Vro-
man from the injured list. Waived G Yuta

Eddie

National Fogthal League
CINCINNATI BENGALS—Placed C Rich Bra-
BRONCOS—Signed DT Demetrin

eal.
New ENGLAND PATRIOTS —Placed CB Ty-
rone Pool jures

I;UI((—ered Marty Galbraith, offensive co-
ordin:

H POINT.-Announced the resignation
of A Baines, o Country conch
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Mets GM
travels to
Dominican,
visits Sosa

BY ADAM RUBIN
New York Daily News

NEW YORK — Sammy Sosa re-
newed his vows with wife, Sonia,
on Saturday in the Dominican Re-
public. Mets General Manager
Omar Minaya attended the reli-
gious service, and appears to be
renewing his efforts to obtain the
slugger.

Privately, Mets insiders say
their differences with the Cubs on
finances were like “night and
day” when talks stalled several
weeks ago, and that with no other
serious suitors and Sosa’s recent-
ly diminished production, Chica-
go brass will need to cave in finan-
Cally before any deal can be con-
summated. One team official said
the Mets had “cooled” on Sosa.

‘Yet Minaya spoke at length dur-
mg Thursday’s news conference
in Flushing to introduce Pedro
Martinez about his ambition to
make the Mets omnipresent in
the Dominican Republic, the orga-
nization every prospect there
dreams about. Adding Sosa cer-
tainly fits that goal.

Minaya also revealed that sev-
eral players under contract to
other teams have contacted him
since Martinez committed to the
Mets. It wouldn’t be farfetched to
presume Sosa was among them,
given his desire to leave Chicago
and his relationship with Minaya,
which dates back to the 1980s
with the Texas Rangers.

Minaya has been highly visible
in the Dominican Republic since
taking over as Mets GM. He par-
ticipated in a news conference in
Santo Domingo on Friday with
Martinez and recently attended
the dedication of a field honoring
Alfonso Soriano in the eastern Do-
minican town of Quisqueya.

“It’s on the radar,” one source
familiar with the discussions said
about the Mets acquiring Sosa.
“He’s not staying down there to fi-
nalize a deal with Sosa. It's not
any closer.”

Though talks stalled several
weeks ago, GM Omar Minaya's
visit to the Dominican Republic
indicates the New York Mets may
be renewing their efforts to ac-
quire Sammy Sosa, above.

Adam Katz, who represents
Sosa, also was in the Dominican
Republic for Saturday’s ceremo-
ny and is believed to have held at
least casual discussions with Mi-
naya. The financial obstacles to a
deal are on two fronts — with the
Cubs and with Sosa.

Chicago, which desperately
wants to unload Sosa after an
end-of-the-season meltdown that
included the slugger leaving Wrig-
ley Field during the final game,
owes him $17.5 million in 2005,
with an option for *06 of $18 mil”
lion that can be bought out for
$4.5 million.

If Sosa is traded, the contract
automatically kicks in for 06, and
a $19 million option for ’07 with
the same buyout. There is also a
$3.5 million termination fee on
top of the buyout.

The Cubs would need to eat the
difference between Cliff Floyd
and Sosa’s contracts — including
any buyout and termination fee
— for the Mets to be interested.
They may need to further sweet-
en the pot by including another
player in the deal.

Sosa would need to waive the
kicker in his contract that guaran-
tees the 2006 money if he is dealt
and replace it with a modestly
priced contract for that year at
roughly $5 million to $6 million.
Floyd is midway through a
four-year, $26 million contract.

Sosa, 36, hit .253 with 35 hom-
ers and 80 RBIs in 478 at-bats for
the Cubs.

Martinez gets really
suite deal from Mets

BY RONALD BLUM
The Associated Press

Pedro Martinez got a really
suite deal from the New York
Mets.

The pitcher will receive a luxu-
ry suite at Shea Stadium for
every home game and a hotel
suite on all road trips, according
to terms of his contract obtained
Saturday by The Associated
Press.

Martinez’s $53 million,
four-year deal, which was final-
ized Wednesday, calls for him to
get a $3.5 million signing bonus
that is payable through July 2007.
He gets salaries of $10 million in
2005, $14 million in 2006, $14 mil-
lion in 2007 and $11.5 million in
2008.

New York gets to defer $4 mil-
lion of his salary in 2006 and 2007
and $2 million of his salary in
2008, and will pay the money to
him plus 5 percent compounded
interest.

Martinez, already a three-time
Cy Young Award winner, would
get a $500,000 bonus if he wins
the award again this contract, $1
million if he wins it a second time,
$1.5 million if he wins it a third
time and $2 million if he wins it a
fourth time.

In addition, Martinez would re-
ceive $50,000 for each All-Star ap-
pearance, $50,000 for each Gold
Glove, $50,000 for winning the
league championship series MVP
award and $250,000 for winning
the World Series MVP award.

BY JANIE MCCAULEY
The Associated Press

OAKLAND, Calif. — The Oak-
land Athletics traded their second
top starter in three days, sending
left-hander Mark Mulder to the
National League champion St.
Louis Cardinals on Saturday for a
package of prospects.

Mulder follows Tim Hudson
out of town, leaving Barry Zito as
the only remaining member of
Oakland’s vaunted “Big Three”
pitchers.

Hudson was dealt to Atlanta on
Thursday for three mostly un-
proven players.

Mulder could be the top-notch
pitcher the Cardinals sorely
lacked when they got swept by
the Boston Red Sox in the World
Series, but that’s if he’s healthy.

In return, the A’s acquired
pitchers Danny Haren and Kiko
Calero and minor league catcher
Daric Barton.

“We're extremely excited to
have obtained a pitcher of Mark’s
caliber,” Cardinals General Man-
ager Walt Jocketty said. “He is
the top of the rotation-type pitch-
er we've been working hard to ob-
tain this offseason. It was difficult
to part with the three players we
traded but to acquire someone
like Mulder we felt that this deal
worked for us in several ways.”

Mulder replaces Woody Will-
iams, who was not offered salary
arbitration by the Cardinals and
signed a free-agent deal earlier
this month with San Diego. Mul-
der will join Chris Carpenter,
Jason Marquis, Jeff Suppan and
Matt Morris in a rotation where
all five pitchers won at least 15
games last season. Morris might
not be available until May after
going undergoing offseason shoul-
der surgery.

Mark Mulder was the second top
starter to be traded by the Oak-

land Athleti

in three days.

Mulder might have some
health questions of his own, espe-
cially after his perplexing finish
to last season.

The 6-foot-6 lefty, the AL start-
er in the All-Star Game, seemed
destined for Cy Young award con-
sideration midway through the
season, but went winless in_his
last seven starts — 0-4 with a 7.27

ERA.

On Aug. 24, he became the first
17-game winner in the majors,
then didn’t win again. There was
speculation he was hurt and not
telling anyone.

Mulder missed the end of the
2003 season with a stress fracture
in his right leg near the hip, then
pitched a team-high 225%: in-
nings in 2004.

He repeatedly claimed to be
healthy despite a drop in his veloc-
ity late in the year. Manager Ken
Macha said the day after the sea-

Athletics trade LHP Mulder
to Cards for three prospects

son Mulder probably did become
worn down by his heavy work
load.

Mulder (17-8) pitched so poor-
ly during the playoff push, the A’s
briefly considered skipping his
turn and using September callup
Joe Blanton during the final week-
end against Anaheim. Mulder did
get the call, but was knocked out
after two innings, his shortest out-
ing of the season — and the A’s
wound up missing the playoffs for
the first time in five years.

He was drafted second overall
by the A’s in 1998 and was signed
through the 2005 season with a
club option to return in 2006.

udson was swapped to

the Braves, the news of Mulder’s

departure was even more shock-

ing. At least in Hudson’s case,
there had been rumors swirling.

What you've got to be kidding

» outfielder Eric Byrnes said

of Mulder being traded. “Wow. I

don’t know what to tell you.”

Haren, a 24-year-old
right-hander, was 3-3 with a 4.50
ERA in 14 games, including five
starts, in three stints with the Car-
dinals last season.

Calero went 3-1 with two saves
and a 2.78 ERA in 41 relief ap-
pearances for St. Louis in 2004, al-
lowing a .176 opponent batting av-
erage.

Barton was the Cardinals’
first-round pick (28th overall) in
2003. He spent last season at Sin-
gle-A Peoria, where he batted
.313 with 13 home runs and 77
RBIs.

This was the first major league
trade between the clubs since the
A’s dealt Mark McGwire to St.
Louis on July 31, 1997, for T.J.
Mathews and minor league pitch-
ers Blake Stein and Eric Lud-
wick.

AP Sports Writer R.B. Fallstrom contrib-
uted to this story.

BY BRETT ZONGKER
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Mayor An-
thony A. Williams is staking his
political career on whether his
plan to bring Major League Base-
ball to the nation’s capital is ap-
proved in the next two weeks.

Mayors are elected to lead and
not be “a mirror and just reflect
what people are saying,” Will-
iams said on “Fox News Sunday
with Chris Wallace.”

“Ten, 20 percent of the time
you're elected to do what you
think is in the best interests of the
city,” Williams said. “If people
don’t agree with that they can
throw you out next time. And I
think this is one of those issues.”

The city’s deal to transform the
Montreal Expos into the Washing-
ton Nationals and build a $440 mil-
lion stadium along the Anacostia
River waterfront has a Dec. 31
deadline with baseball owners.
The District of Columbia Council

approved an
alternate
plan Tues-
day that re-
quires  pri-
vate funding
for half the
stadium con-
struction
costs, a provi-
sion baseball
rejected as
“wholly unac-
ceptable.”
Williams is planning to meet
with Council Chairman Linda W.
Cropp on Monday to try to sort
out a compromise that could in-
clude private financing as well as
guarantees for baseball. City offi-
cials are trying to arrange a meet-
ing with baseball as well, he said.
“T actually am somewhat hope-
ful and optimistic that we can
work something out,” Williams

said.
Williams defended his stadium

D.C. mayor Williams staking career
on saving Washington baseball deal

funding plan, saying it is “public

only insofar as the city is involved

in it, but it’s really private, in that

the largest businesses of the city

have stood up voluntarily” to pay

a special tax to help build the sta-
ium.

Critics have said the deal for
publicly financed bonds is one of
the most generous they have ever
seen for Major League Baseball.

Cropp said she is willing to call
a special council session during
the holidays to come up with an
agreement, but baseball was not
yet on the agenda Sunday for the
final scheduled meeting of the
year on Dec. 21, said Mark
Johnson, a spokesman for Cropp.

The mayor and members of the
D.C. Council were invited to par-
ticipate in a town hall meeting on
the issue Monday night, orga-
nized by a pro-baseball group.
About 350 city residents were ex-
pected to attend, representing
both sides of the issue, the group
said.
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Botched extra point attempt
gives Vikings leg up on Lions

Minnesota eliminates Detroit from playoff contention

BY LARRY LAGE
The Associated Press

DETROIT — The Minnesota Vi-
kings took a big step toward their
first playoff berth in four years —
barely and with late help from the
Detroit Lions.

The Lions botched an
extra-point kick with 8 seconds
left that would have tied the
game, allowing Minnesota to seal
a 28-27 victory Sunday.

The Lions went 80 yards in 1:29
to pull within a point on Joey Har-
rington’s second touchdown pass
to Roy Williams. Then, Don Muhl-
bach’s snap bounced to holder
Nick Harris, who was tackled be-
fore he could get the ball spotted
for kicker Jason Hanson.

Randy Moss recovered an on-
side kick for the Vikings (8-6).

Despite losing five of their pre-
vious seven games, Minnesota
can win the NFC North with a vic-
tory Friday at home over Green
Bay and at Washington.

In the awful NFC, Minnesota
could even be a wild-card team
‘without another victory.

The Lions (5-9) officially fell
out of the postseason race with
their seventh loss in eight games,
a heartbreaker they’ll be thinking
about for a long time.

Daunte Culpepper, who was
25-for-35 for 404 yards, threw
three TD passes and Moe Will-
iams scored the go-ahead TD on
an 11-yard run with 1:37 left.

Nate Burleson, who had five re-
ceptions for 134 yards, caught a
career-high two TDs. Moss and
Culpepper hooked up for the long-
est play of their careers, an
82-yard TD, and Moss finished
with four catches for 102 yards.

Moss caught his 88th TD, tying
Hall of Famer Don Maynard for
eighth on the NFL’s career list,
and had his 41st 100-yard game,

Detroit Lions holder Nick Harris tries to

k up a bad snap on an extra

point attempt against the Minnesota Vikings in the closing seconds of

the fourth quarter

Detroit on Sunday. Lions wide receiver Roy Wi

iams scored a TD with :12 left in the game and the extra point would

have tied it. The

surpassing Cris Carter's team
record.

Culpepper tied his career high
of 33 TD passes, set in 2000, and
is one shy of Randall Cunning-
ham’s team mark. All of his scor-
ing passes Sunday were on
third-down plays, including a
third-and-24 on Moss’ TD. The
82-yard play surpassed their pre-
vious best, a 78-yard connection
four years ago.

Harrington was 25-for-44 for a
career-high 361 yards and two
TDs with two interceptions. Will-
iams, in and out of the game with
a hip injury, had seven receptions
for 104 yards and scored for the
first time in almost two months.
Kevin Jones was held to 79 yards
and a TD after running for more

ings went on to beat the Lions 28-27.

than 150 yards the previous two

“The poor snap at the end of the
game followed a costly string of
miscues for the Lions, who trailed
14-13 at halftime.

In the scoreless third quarter,
Detroit had two turnovers — an
interception at the Minnesota 3
and fumble at the 29— and the Vi-
kings had one in a span of six
plays.

The Lions were moving early in
the fourth quarter until Har-
rington lofted a pass into a crowd
that was intercepted by Brian Wil-
liams at the 23.

Minnesota_then went ahead
21-13 on Culpepper’s short pass
to Burleson, who outran Brock
Marion to the sideline and scored
a36-yard TD on a third-and-S.

Chiefs hammer fading Broncos

BY DOUG TUCKER
The Associated Press

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — The
Kansas City Chiefs looked like a
playoff contender while the Den-
ver Broncos stumbled around
like a team hoping to get to .500.

Larry Johnson and Eddie Ken-
nison each scored two touch-
downs and Dante Hall returned
the opening kickoff 97 yards for
another score, giving the Chiefs a
45-17 victory Sunday over the fad-
ing, mistake-prone Broncos.

The Chiefs (6-8) scored on four
of their first five possessions,
aided on every drive by Denver
mistakes.

It was the Chiefs’ biggest mar-
gin of victory in the long series
since a 31-point victory in 1983.

The Broncos’ third loss in four
games knocked them at least tem-

porarily out of a tie with Balti-
more for the second wild-card
spot. Baltimore played later Sun-
day night.

Kansas City's third and sixth
touchdowns came off intercep-
tions thrown by Jake Plummer,
who was fined $5,000 last week
for making an obscene gesture at
afan in Denver.

Plummer has eight intercep-
tions and only one touchdown
pass in his last three games. He
was 23-for-41 for 292 yards, but
was sacked six times and the
Broncos (8-6) were flagged 10
times for 100 yards.

Typical of Denver’s day was a
fourth-quarter play when Tatum
Bell took a screen pass and went
S8 yards before Greg Wesley
punched the ball out of his hands
at the 5. The ball went into the
end zone and out of bounds, mak-

ing it a touchback and giving Kan-
sas City possession on the 20.

Johnson, the second-year run-
ning back who spent most of the
year in coach Dick Vermeil’s dog-
house, had 151 yards on 30 car-
ries, including touchdown runs of
5 and 32 yards.

Finally getting a chance to
showcase  his  skills, the
first-round draft pick has gone
over 100 yards in each of his last
three games and scored five TDs.

Trent Green hit 16 of 19 passes
for 224 yards and three touch-
downs. He had touchdown tosses
of 7 and 18 to Kennison, who beat
star cornerback Champ Bailey
each time

Kennison’s second TD capped
a 10-play, 99-yard drive that in-
cluded Denver penalties against
Bailey for illegal use of hands and
Al Wilson for roughing the pass-
er.
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Eagles secure home
advantage for playoffs

The Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — The road to the
Super Bowl in the NFC again goes through
Philadelphia.

Dorsey Levens' 2-yard touchdown run
with 1:57 left helped the Eagles clinch

home-field advantage
throughout the playoffs
with a 12-7 victory over
the Dallas Cowboys on
Sunday.

But the win was cost-
ly for Philadelphia,

which lost star wide receiver Terrell
Owens to an ankle injury. Owens didn’t re-
turn after spraining his right ankle early in
the third quarter. X-rays on the ankle were
negative, but Owens’ status wasn’t immedi-
ately known. Philadelphia plays its first

playoff game on Jan. 15 or 16.

The Eagles (13-1) set a franchise record
for regular-season victories. They've fin-
ished first in the conference three straight
years, but couldn’t take advantage of play-
ing at home in the last two NFC champion-
ship games, losing to Tampa Bay and Caro-
lina. The Eagles lost the NFC title game in
St. Louis in 2002.

Donovan McNabb threw for 223 yards
and one TD, but was intercepted twice.
Brian Westbrook caught eight passes for
78 yards.

Vinny Testaverde also was intercepted
twice, including a pick by Lito Sheppard on
Dallas’ final drive. Keyshawn Johnson had
aTD catch for Dallas (5-9).

Jets 37, Seahawks 14: At East Ruther-
ford, N.J., Chad Pennington and Curtis
Martin broke the New York Jets out of
their recent scoring slump in a big way.

Pennington threw three touchdown pass-
es and Martin had 134 yards and two touch-
down runs of his own, helping the Jets

keep their lead in the AFC wild-card stand-

ings.

The Seahawks (7-7) had another disap-
pointing day in their bid to stay atop the
NFC West, with three turnovers the Jets
(10-4) converted into 14 points. Shaun Alex-
ander, who has a history of key fumbles,
turned the ball over in the end zone early
in the fourth quarter, effectively ending
any chance to rally.

The Seahawks also were on the losing
end of another call officials appeared to
blow. Martin scored on a 3-yard run in the
second quarter even though replays
showed he never reached the goal line.
Coach Mike Holmgren challenged the call,
but referee Scott Green determined the
TD should stand.

Bills 33, Bengals 17: At Cincinnati,
Takeo Spikes returned an interception 62
yards for a pivotal touchdown against his
former team, and Buffalo turned in anoth-
er dominating defensive performance.

Buffalo (8-6) bolstered its playoff chanc-
es with a solid all-around game. Jason Pe-
ters blocked a punt and recovered in the
end zone for a score, and the defense
turned Jon Kitna’s latest comeback into a
bad flashback.

Kitna, filling in for the injured Carson
Palmer, threw two interceptions and fum-
bled a snap, dooming the Bengals (6-8) to
their 14th consecutive season without a
winning record — one of the longest
streaks of futility in NFL history.

Texans 24, Bears 5: Houston allowed
the fewest points in its three-year history
and got four turnovers to beat the bum-
bling Bears.

With the temperature 9 degrees at kick-
off and the wind chill 10 below zero, it was
the visiting Texans (6-8) who handled Sol-
dier Field’s frigid conditions better than

New York Jets running back Curtis Martin
heads for a first down against the Seattle
Seahawks during the first quarter Sunday.

the Bears.

David Carr threw a TD pass to Corey
Bradford and also set up a field goal with a
69-yard toss to Jabar Gaffney. Domanick
Davis scored on an 1l-yard run in the
fourth quarter and Charlie Anderson
capped the victory by returning a fumble
60 yards for a TD with 2:37 left.

The Bears (5-9) failed to score a touch-
down for the second straight game.

In Saturday’s game:

Falcons 34, Panthers 31 (OT): In Atlan-
ta, Michael Vick scored the tying touch-
down on a 12-yard run with less than two
minutes to go in regulation, then Jay Feely
kicked a 38-yard field goal in overtime,
helping Atlanta snap Carolina’s five-game
winning streak.

'he Panthers (6-8) were as resilient as
ever, recovering from a pair of dou-
ble-digit deficits.

Carolina went ahead for the first time
with a 21-point fourth quarter, only to have
the Falcons (11-3) show they know a thing
or two about bouncing back.

Charge: Gates
ties NFL mark
for TD catches

CHARGE, FROM BACK PAGE

“We're playing at a tremendous level
and we want it to continue.”

‘omlinson scored on a pair of 1-yard
runs, his 15th and 16th TDs this season,
and Gates tied a league single-season
record for TD catches by a tight end with a
72-yarder in the second quarter.

The shutout was the Chargers’ first since
Nov. 29, 1993, 31-0 over Indianapolis.

The Browns and about 40,000 fans shiv-
ered through a home finale that was a mi-
crocosm of Cleveland’s dismal season. The
Browns did little on offense and gave up
big plays on defense. Even when it caught
a break, Cleveland couldn’t capitalize.

After recovering a fumbled punt, the
Browns had first-and-goal at the San
Diego 5, but rookie quarterback Luke Mc-
Cown was intercepted in the end zone on
the next play.

“I want to say I'm sorry,” said Browns in-
terim coach Terry Rohiskie, 0-3 since re-
placmg Butch Davis. “This season turned

8 took most of the first quarter for the
Chargers to warm up. Theyo caught a
break on a questionable roughing-the-kick-
er call and Tomlinson scored on a plunge
for a 7-0 lead.

Tomlinson has scored a TD in 11 straight
games, two shy of the NFL record shared
by John Riggins and George Rogers.

Gates, the former hoops star at nearby
Kent State, made it 14-0 late in the first
half. Left uncovered on first down, Gates
caught a pass at about the 50, tiptoed down
the sideline and ran untouched through
the snow for the score.

“We worked on that play all week,” said
Gates, who tied Mike Ditka (1961), Jerry
Smith (1967), Todd Christensen (1983)
and Wesley Walls (1999) for the most TDs
by a tight end in a season.

“This is one step,” he said. “We want to
go to the Super Bowl.”

Redskins able to capitalize
on 49ers’ numerous mistakes

BY GREG BEACHAM
The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — Antonio
Pierce found out just how easy it
has become to beat the San Fran-
cisco 49ers: Simply stand in one
place and allow their mistakes to
find you.

The Washington linebacker got
his first NFL touchdown on an in-
terception thrown by Ken Dors-
ey, who hit Pierce between the
numbers deep in Redskins territo-
ry with 48 seconds left in the first
half.

Pierce returned it 78 yards for
ascore in a 26-16 victory on Satur-
day. Though the Redskins com-
mitted many of the same penal-
ties, mistakes and lapses that
have plagued their season, he real-
izes Washington’s problems pale
in comparison to the 49ers’ woes.

“San Francisco, they're going
to improve in the future, but we
felt this was a game we should
have, no excuses,” said Pierce,
who had the biggest of Washing-
ton’s four interceptions. “It was
78 yards to the end zone? I knew
there was a reason I was tired.”

Patrick Ramsey passed for 214
yards and a touchdown, Clinton
Portis rushed for 110 yards and
Rod Gardner caught six passes
for 111 yards — but the Redskins
(5-9) were disappointed in their
offense, which scored its only
touchdown on the opening drive.

“We had an opportunity to lose
that game if our defense didn’t
play so well,” Ramsey said. “[The
offense is] contributing more, but
not as much as we would like.
We've just got to get the ball in
the end zone.”

Washington also committed 11
penalties for 93 yards to stay on
pace to break the franchise
record. Without newcomer Jeff
Chandler, who kicked four field
goals, the Redskins’ task would
have been much tougher.

But when teams face San Fran-
cisco (2-12), they’ve got plenty of
margin for all sorts of errors.

“The thing that I am proudest
of is just the way they fight,”
coach Joe Gibbs said. “I think our
guys fight hard every week, and
sometimes things are not that
pretty. We Jjust fought and played
hard.”

The Redskins took a 19-point
lead late in the first half, and the
sturdy defense shut out the Nin-
ers’ offense for more than 45 min-
utes between Brandon Lloyd’s
early TD catch and Curtis Con-
way’s scoring grab with 4:26 left.

Dorsey, making his fifth start in
place of injured Tim Rattay, dou-
bled his interception total for the
season, including three in the
first half. He finished 20-for-38
for 206 yards, but the 49ers re-
mained on track for the top draft
pick with more of the bland of-
fense and step-slow defense that
has defined their season.

“Defensively, time after time
after time, we kept ourselves in
the football game,” 49ers coach
Dennis Erickson said. “We just
didn’t make the plays we needed
to, throwing the football.”

With season-ending losses to
Buffalo and New England, San
Francisco could match the worst
records in franchise history, set
in 1978 and 1979.

Chandler, the former 49ers
Kicker signed by Washington ear-
lier in the week, made a 49-yard
field goal and three short kicks in

CONTRA COSTA TIMES/KRT

Washington Redskins Walt Harris comes up with a fourth quarter inter-
ception as intended 49ers receiver Curtis Conway watches.

an impressive debut.

“Two very costly decisions,
that’s how I sum up this game,”
Dorsey said, referring to two of
his first-half interceptions. “At
the end of the half, you've got to
get at least three points out of

that. That’s all things you've got
to learn from and make sure don’t
happen again.”

Star linebacker LaVar Ar-
rington returned to the Redskins’
lineup after missing 11 weeks
with a knee injury.
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Raptors prevail in matchup
of Carter’s old, new teams

Nets’ deal for All-Star expected to be completed Monday

The Associated Press

TORONTO — Lamond Murray
scored 12 of his 18 points in the
fourth quarter and the Toronto
Raptors beat the New Jersey Nets
110-99 on Sunday, their first victo-
Ty of the post-Vince Carter era.

Carter wasn't at the Air Canada
Centre because Toronto’s trade
with New Jersey isn’t expected to
be finalized until noon Monday.

‘The Raptors
traded their

NBA
roundup

jams, Alonzo Mourning and two
f)rsl- ound draft picks.
and Aaron didn’t play ei-

ther, but sat in the stands behind
the Raptors bench. Mourning
might never play for Toronto.

urray, who could play more
now that Carter is gone, recorded
his highest scoring game with Tor-
onto. He scored 12 points as the
Raptors began the fourth quarter
on a17-4 run.

His three-pointer gave Toronto
a 96-80 lead with 6:53 left. New
Jersey got no closer than 11 there-
after.

Morris Peterson added 20
points for the Raptors, who lost
Friday’s game to Indiana — their
first game without Carter.

Richard Jefferson had 38
points for the Nets, who don’t
know when Carter will be able to
play. Carter underwent his physi-
cal on Saturday, and a Nets
spukesman said the team is still
analyz;

The ﬁve nme All-Star is on the
injured list with a strained left
Achilles’ tendon.

Knicks 94, Jazz 93: At New
York, Jamal Crawford scored 11
of hls 24 points in the final five
minutes, including a rare
four-point play and a sweet cross-
over move that led to a key basket
in the Knicks’ victory over Utah.

Crawford was his usual erratic
self, missing his first six shots be-
fore eventually finding his stroke.
His running floater off a nifty
move against Raja Bell made it
90-86 with 27 seconds left, and
Stephon Marbury’s two free
throws with 6.4 remaining gave
New York a four-point lead.

Marbury had 19 points and 12
assists, Michael Sweetney scored
13 and Kurt Thomas grabbed 14
of the Knicks’ 29 rebounds as
New York won at home over the
Jazz for the first time in more
than eight years.

Matt Harpring scored 21, Bell
added 20 and Carlos Boozer 19
for the Jazz, who dropped their
seventh consecutive road game.

In Saturday’s games:

76ers 116, Bucks 97: At Mil-
waukee, Allen Iverson scored a
season-high 54 points, including
his 15,000th career point, and the
Sixers won for the fourth time in
five games.

It was the seventh time in Iver-

The New Jersey Nets' Nenad Krstic, right, tries to block Toronto’s
Donyell Marshall in Toronto on Sunday. The Raptors won 110-99.

son’s nine-year career that he had
scored at least 50 points in a regu-
lar-season game, and he has done
it three times in the playoffs.

His career-] hlgh is 58 points
against Houston in an overtime
game on Jan. 15, 2002, and the 54
points tied his seccnd-highesl
scoring total in a regular-season

ame

e.

Iverson is the seventh active
player and 93rd in NBA history to
score 15,000 points. He scored 33
first-half points, making 12 of 17
shots and six of seven free
throws.

Bobcats 101, Rockets 100
(OT): Bloodied in the final sec-
onds of overtime, Emeka Okafor
battled for a critical loose ball
that helped expansion Charlotte
secure its first winning streak.

Okafor also had 23 points and
17 rebounds, his 12th consecutive
game in double figures in both cat-
egories.

Keith Bogans finished with 19
points, Gerald Wallace had 15,
and Jamal Sampson had 11 re-
bounds for the Bobcats, who won
their second straight game and
fifth consecutive at the Charlotte
Coliseum.

Tracy McGrady scored 29 for
the Roc ets.

117, Nuggets 95: At Or-
lando, Fla, Cuttino Mobley
scored 19 points to lead a bal-
anced attack, and Orlando
snapped a three-game losing
streak by beating weary and
wounded Denver.

Orlando shot a season-high 58.1
percent, had six players score in
double figures, and tied its season
best with 30 assists.

Trail Blazers 75, Pistons 74:
Darius Miles made a free throw
with 0.5 seconds remaining, lift-
ing visiting Portland over Detroit.

Nick Van Exel led Portland
with 14 points, and Miles added

3.

“Rasheed Wallace had 17 points
and 12 rebounds, while Chauncey

Billups finished wnh 16. Richard
Hamilton scored 11, but missed
19 of 22 shots.

Celtics 114, Cavaliers 107
(OTM): At Cleveland, Paul Pierce
scored 34 points and Gary Payton
made a crucial three-pointer and
three free throws in the final 1:17
to help Boston snap Cleveland’s
nine-game, home-winning streak.

Payton’s three- -pointer from the
left wing came 14 seconds after
LeBron James fouled out, leaving
the Cavaliers without their lead-
ing scorer when they needed him

Marion had a season-] hlgh 36
points and 14 rebounds, and Quen-
tin Richardson added 19 points
for the host Suns.

Leading scorer Amare Stou-
demire got in foul trouble and
had just eight points in 22 min-
utes' for Phoenix, snapping his
team-best streak of double-digit
games at 53. But Steven Hunter
filled in, tying his career high
with 17 points.

Bulls 85, Pacers 71: At Chica-
go, Eddy Curry had season highs
with 23 points and 13 rebounds,
and Chicago earned its first
three-game winning streak in two
years.

The Bulls last had a
three-game winning streak in De-
cember 2002, but haven’t won
four in a row since 1998 when
their last championship team ran
off 13 straight victories.

Spurs 104, Warriors 85: At
San Antonio, Tony Parker and
Manu Ginobili each scored 21
points, including 15 straight in

e second quarter, in leading
San Antonio over Golden State.

Tim Duncan added 12 points
for the Spurs, who extended their
‘winning streak to four games and
beat the Warriors for the 1Sth
straight time at home.

Jason Richardson led the War-
riors with 22 points, 16 in the first
half.
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Mavericks’ stiff defense too much for Hawks

BY JAIME ARON
The Associated Press

DALLAS — The Dallas Maver-
icks got instant results from a
two-day crash course in defense.
Then again, it helped that they
were playing the Atlanta Hawks.

The Hawks matched a fran-
chise-low by scoring 28 points in
the first half and the Mavericks
wound up tying a franchise low
for points allowed in a game in a
90-68 victory Saturday night.

“It was what I expected after a
couple days of practice,” Dallas
coach Don Nelson said.

Dirk Nowitzki led Dallas with
15 points and 12 rebounds, de-
spite losing his front teeth. His
gritty performance was fitting
considering 137 U.S. soldiers
wounded in Iraq and Afghanistan
sat in front-row seats.

The soldiers from Brooke
Army Medical Center near San
Antonio were flown in as part of a
thank-you campaign thought up
by a season-ticket holder, with
more than $150,000 in courtside
seats donated by fellow sea-
son-ticket holders. The soldiers
— all wearing matching T-shirts
and many with their injuries
quite apparent — received a
standing ovation after the first
quarter.

@
~o ﬁﬁ f

AP

U.S. Army Spc. Jason Baldwin, center, of Rochelle, lll., who was wound-
ed in action, stands with other military personnel honoring the flag prior
to the start of the game between the Dallas Mavericks and the Atlanta
Hawks on Saturday night in Dallas. Nearly 140 season-ticket holders
donated their front row tickets so the soldiers could enjoy the game.
The Mavericks defeated the Hawks 90-68.

Nowitzki was hit in the mouth
by teammate Jason Terry and At-
lanta’s Jason Collier while gomg
for a rebound a few minutes in.

He returned late in the first
quarter without the dental bridge
that comprises most of his top
teeth. He had it put back in at half-
time with a cream a team employ-
ee bought at a drug store during
the first half.

“I was lucky enough that my

dentist was actually at the game,”
Nowitzki said. “He came in and
fixed it real quick. I've got to go
back and see him [Sunday].”

Nowitzki played 32 minutes,
making five of 12 shots and un-
characteristically missing five of
10 foul shots. It hardly mattered,
though, because of how poorly
the Hawks played.

Atlanta opened with seven
straight misses and made just one

AP

Forward Dirk Nowitzki led the
Mavericks with 15 points and 12
rebounds despite having a dental
bridge knocked out in the first
quarter of Saturday’s victory.

of its first 15 shots. The Hawks
didn’t get a basket from a starter
until there was 1:23 left in the
first quarter and they finished the
period with just 12 points. They
had 16 in the second quarter, get-
ting the last two on foul shots with
0.5 seconds left, giving them just
28 at halftime for the fourth time
in franchise history.

Their 68 points set a season low
for the second time in three

games; they had 69 against Hous-
ton on Wednesday. Atlanta shot
just 33 percent in losing its fifth
straight, keeping the Hawks
stuck at four wins, second worst
in the NBA.

“The first and second quarters
were a disaster offensively,”
coach Mike Woodson said. “We
just couldn’t make our shots. We
lost our confidence a little bit
shooting the ball.”

Considering that the Hawks
missed layups, dunks and 10 of
their first 14 free throws during
the slow start, it’s hard to credit
the Mavs’ defense too much. But
Dallas, which had lost its last
three at home, was coming off
two long practices in which coach
Don Nelson tried regaining the de-
fensive intensity his players
shnwed when they started the sea-

“We had to get back to the way
we were playing in early Novem-
ber,” said Terry, who made his
first start with Dallas against his
former team. “Now the key is
coming back and doing it again.”

The Mavericks actually took
their time breaking the game
open.

They led just 27-12 after Atlan-
ta’s first-quarter cold snap, but
stretched it to 23 by halftime and
a game-high 32 at the end of the
third quarter.

Seoul boys get breakthrough victory

Falcons are first high school team to defeat post-level club in Osan Pacifiewide tournament

BY DAVE ORNAUER
Stars and Stripes

OSAN AIR BASE, South Korea —
The Seoul American boys expected
to come to the Osan Pacificwide
Open Holiday Basketball Tourna-
ment to take their lumps and learn
valuable lessons about the game, les-
sons administered by their adult
counterparts.

But Falcons coach Steve Boyd and
his team instead became the first
high school team to beat a post-level
squad since the tournament’s incep-
tion in 1987, routing Korea’s Suwon
Trail Blazers 68-42.

“I'm very happy with this,” said
Boyd, acknowledging that the victo-
ry came against a Suwon team that
was missing three starters. “But that
doesn’t matter. A win is a win. Any
time you can beat a group of adults,
that’s a feather in your cap.”

Largely responsible for the victo-
ry was Boyd’s use of varying defens-

Aﬂer Suwon’s Josh Smith hit
three quick early first-half baskets,
Boyd put senior Phillippe Anglade
on Smith in a box-and-one, and shut
him down the rest of the half.

Boyd then unleashed his trade-
mark 1-3-1 “Black Diamond” half-
court trap, and the Falcons led by as
‘many as 30 points in the second half.

“They’re good for a young team," Smith said. “They have heart.”

All-Air Force outfielder plying
guard skills for host Osan
For an All-Air Force outfielder, Kazue “Jo-Jo” Dancer seems to be
pretty fair at shooting a basketball, too.
Her scoring touch has helped the host Osan Defenders seize the
early edge in the women’s portion of the tournament, winning each of

their first three games.

DAVE ORNAUER/Stars and Stripes

Seoul American forward Justin Lee (32) finds his path to the
basket blocked by Suwon defender Joseph Lavigne on Sunday at
Osan Air Base, South Korea. The Falcons won 68-42.

“ play sports year-round,” said
the 26-year-old staff sergeant from
Salinas, Calif., who’s assigned to Os-
an’s Sst Security Forces Squadron.
“Basketball and softball pretty much
keep me busy here.”

Playing about half of each game,
with coach James Wright giving ev-
erybody on his roster equal minutes,
Dancer averaged 11.5 points per
game as Osan downed Seoul Ameri-
can High 65-45 on Saturday and best-
ed Camp Humphreys 52-43 on Sun-
day. Osan also beat Suwon Air Base
by forfeit.

That's a dramatic turnaround
from the 1-5 start by Osan in Korea
Traveling League play.

Dancer’s berth on the All-Air
Force softball team came in her first
trip to All-Air Force camp last sum-
mer at Peterson Air Force Base,
Colo. She made the team along with
Twyla Sears and Peni-Nicole Nery of
Okinawa’s Kadena Air Base and
Jamie Thompson of Misawa Air
Base, Japan.

But Air Force fell short of the gold
in the All-Armed Forces tourna-
ment, also at Peterson. The airmen
lost the gold medal game 36-24 to
Army on Sept. 17.

Wright half-jokingly says playing
basketball is a way for her to keep fit
for softball. But Dancer would like to
take it a step further, and perhaps

represent Air Force blue in both sports.
“I want to. I'd really like to go out, get the opportunity to try out for
the Air Force team,” Dancer said.
Duty might get in the way, she said, given the high operations tempo
at Osan and the large number of Air Force personnel worldwide de-

ployed in support of Operations Iraqi and Enduring Freedom.

“It’s kind of hard to juggle [sports] with work,” she said. “We work
Tots of hours. It's kind of hard to let me go for two different sports, and
the mission always comes first.”

Local scoreboard

Interservice baskethall
Osan Pacificwide Open
Holiday Tournament

uwon Air Base, South Korea
Sunday’s games
Seoul American 68, Suwon 42
Osan 79, Andersen 60
Camp Humphreys 78, Andersen 76
n's Pool B

Kunsan Air Base, South Korea 2
Yongsan Garrison, South Korea 2
spotlight, Okinawa 1
Osan American High school. . Korea 0

Kunsan 104, 05an American 59
Vongsan 10, Sbatigh 54
Kunsan 93, Yon

Wemen's Pool

Osan Air Base, South Korea 3

Kunsan Air Base, South Korea 2

Yongsan Garrison, South Korea 2

2
0.
o

Seoul American High Schoo!
unday’s games

Yongsan 56, Camp Humphreys 50
Osan 2, Suwon 0, forfeit
Yongsan50.Seoul American 45
Osan 52, Camy hreys 43
Kot ool ATeeteam 53
Camp Humphreys 75, Suwon 66

Swimming
2004 oklnawa Dolphins Swim Team

ar Ocean Races
ch, Camp Schwab,

day's top fve inshers
oG ances n metersy
e
Zach Lawhorn, age 10, 4 minutes, 54 sec-
onds; Nicolaus Seegal, 9, 5:44 (two competi-

Connorcackmluc T m Steve Murohy,
25 5

Scott Wood, 13, 27:54:

John Bandy, 41 L

rls 200

Paige k & Madison Jones, 8,

0 s ey is; Ayako Wood, 57,
§18 Gowr compettorsy.

Women-girt 750
nah Cackovic, 13, 14:51; Tara Danks,
31 14 51) bauia Aica 7, 15 (e com:

Women-girls 1,500
 Keala Hirgnaka. 21 2659 Karen Louamn

i
2 rour compettions.

Wendy fony. 3
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Glen Johnson, right, connects with Antonio Tarver during their light heavyweight bout Saturday

Angeles. Johnson, who beat Roy Jones Jr. three months ago, won the 12-round fight in a split decision.

Split decision goes Johnson’s way !

The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Glen
Johnson knows what it’s like to
put his fate in the hands of boxing
judges and have decisions go
against him.

, he was prepared for the
worst Saturday night. He got the
best.

Johnson, a virtual unknown

until knocking
out Roy Jones

Sports three
briefs [rspytys

cision over An-

tonio Tarver in
a matchup of the world’s best
light heavyweights.

“My heart was beating real
fast,” he said with a smile when
asked if he was concerned about
the outcome. “I came out ahead,
which doesn’t happen too often.
T'm just thankful.”

The Staples Center crowd
cheered throughout the final
round, and when it ended, both
fighters thrust their fists into the
air, proclaiming victory.

The winner proved to be
Johnson, who overcame Tarver’s
4-inch height advantage to win,
mainly by being the aggressor
through most of the 12-round bout.

The 35-year-old Johnson raised
his record to 42-9-2 with 28 knock-
outs. He didn’t begin to box until
he was 20, and turned profession-
al three years later.

Johnson won his first 32 profes-
sional fights but was 9-9-2 in his
most recent 20 before Saturday
night. He thought he won many of
those that he lost, but the judges
involved ruled otherwise.

“I fought my best fight, the out-
come is what it is,” he said.

Judges Melvina Lathan and
Chuck Giampa scored the bout
115-113 in favor of Johnson.
Judge Marty Denkin had it
116-112 for Tarver. The Associat-
ed Press scored it 115-113 for
Tarver.

The 6-foot-2Y/ Tarver, a solid fa-
vorite, said he thought he won by
dictating the pace and throwing

the harder punches.
“It could have gone either way.
I closed strong,” Tarver said.
Tarver, a southpaw, said he in-
jured his left hand when he hit

Johnson in the fourth or fifth
round.
“We’ll be back,” he said.

“That's the mark of a champion
— if you can come back from de-
feat. We all know I can. Congratu-
lations to Glen.”

Shell interested in Dolphins job
MIAMI — Former Oakland
Raiders coach Art Shell is inter-

ested in the Miami Dolphins’ job,

possibly joining LSU coach Nick

Saban as a candidate, an NFL

source with knowledge of the job

search said Saturday.

Shell might receive an inter-
view, the source said on condition
ofanonymlty

By interviewing Shell, the
NFL’s senior vice president for
football operations, Miami would
comply with a league require-
ment that teams interview a mi-
nority candidate for any coaching
vacan

Shell became the first black
coach of the modern era in 1989
with the Raiders, but he hasn’t
been a head coach since 1994.

Dolphins interim coach Jim
Bates is also expected to inter-
view for the job. Preparing his
team to play the New England Pa-
triots, Bates said he advised man-
agement he wants to wait until
after the game to discuss plans
for an interview.

“I told them I didn’t want any-
thing to distract me from Monday
night’s game,” Bates said.

Saban, the only coach the Dol-
phins have confirmed is a candi-
date, said he has had no contact
with Miami since interviewing
Tuesday with owner Wayne Hui-
zenga and president Eddie Jones
in Baton Rouge, La.

In five seasons at Louisiana
State, Saban has won two South-
eastern Conference titles and the
2003 BCS national championship.

The Dolphins declined to com-
ment Saturday on their search.

Saban has been considered the fa-
vorite for the job ever since coach
Dave Wannstedt resigned last
month after Miami started the
season 1-8.

Shell, a Hall of Fame offensive
tackle, played for the Oak-
land-Los Angeles Raiders from
1968-82 and had a 56-41 record

coaching the Raiders from
1989-94.
Grandi wins first Cup GS

ALTA BADIA, Italy — Cana-
da’s Thomas Grandi won a giant
slalom Sunday for his first World
Cup victory in his 12 seasons on
the circuit.

Austria’s Benjamin Raich was
second and Switzerland’s Didier
Cuche and Austria’s Hermann
Maier shared third.

Bode Miller missed a gate and
did not finish his second run, re-
ducing the American’s lead in the
overall standings. Winner of six
of 13 races this season, Miller still
holds a 798-479 points lead on

aier.

Miller said he skied over a rock
during his first run and was in
20th place, perhaps causing him
to be too aggressive in the second
run.

Troops test NFL field seats

CHICAGO — On a frigid day at
Soldier Field, four football fans
had a front-row view of the ac-

ion.

th the temperature at 9 de-
grees and the wind chill at 10
below zero, four fans occupied
special on-field seats. They sat 10
yards off the 15-yard line in the
southeast corner of the stadium
Sunday as the Bears took on the
Houston Texans.

The seats are part of an NFL
pilot program to test the possibili-
ty of adding these seats perma-
nently across the league.

The four at the game were mili-
tary personnel, chosen at random
at a USO Appreciation Banquet
last week.

The seats were enclosed in a
cube and included a pair of TVs
and blankets. Three of the seats
were heated.

Gonzaga

regains

its swagger with
upset of Ga. Tec

The Associated Press

LAS VEGAS — The Gonzaga
Bulldogs showed they belonged
on the floor with a top-5 team.
That wasn’t the case earlier in
this young season.

Adam Morrison scored 24
points to lift No. 22 Gonzaga to an
85-73 victory Saturday night over
No. 3 Georgia Tech in the Las
Vegas Showdown.

In the opener of the double-
header, No. 4 Oklahoma State
beat UNLV 79-67.

Derek Raivio tied a career high
with 21 points on 11-of-18 shoot-
ing for Gonzaga (8-1), which
earned its biggest victory since
bealing No. 3 Missouri on Dec.

Durmg Thanksgiving weekend,
Gonzaga faced No. 1 Iilinois and
was beaten by 17 points in the
Wooden Tradition in Indianapo-
lis.

The Bulldogs have
things around in a hurry.

“We looked like a JV team
against Tllinois,” Gonzaga coach
Mark Few said. “So our approach
for this game was different. I'm
proud of how we came out and
played tough. You have to play
tough against the great teams and
that is what we did.”

Will Bynum scored a ca-
reer-high 28 points, going
9-for- 16 from the field and 7-for-8
from the free throw line. But it
wasn’t enough for the Yellow
Jackets (7-1), who lost for the
first time since falling to Connecti-
cut in last season’s NCAA tourna-
ment championship game.

Gonzaga led 45-41 at halftime
and then held Georgia Tech score-
less for the first 4:46 of the second
half. The Bulldogs twice built
leads of 15 points, the second
time at 68-53 with 10:28 left.

The Yellow Jackets closed to
75-70 with 3:28 left, but Gonzaga
pulled away late.

“We didn’t attack their zone
well,” Georgia Tech coach Paul
Hewitt said. “Defensively, we
didn’t play as well as we are capa-
ble of. They had too many chanc-
es to drive down the middle of the
floor.”

Ronny Turiaf had 17 points and
10 rebounds for Gonzaga and
Sean Mallon added 11 points.

B.J. Elder scored 16 points and
Jarrett Jack added 15 for Georgia
Tech. The Yellow Jackets’ re-
serves  outscored  Gonzaga’s
bench players 30-4.

Georgia Tech wasn't helped by
the late start time. The tip was
after midnight EST, the time zone
the Yellow Jackets are used to
and traveled from.

| fairness to them, this
was a hard game,” Few said. “It
was a 12:30 am. start and they
had to come across the country.”

Gonzaga led 14-8 before Geor-
gia Tech went on a 22-9 run to
build its largest lead of the game,
30-23 with 8:41 left in the first
half. Gonzaga refused to fold, re-

turned

Oklahoma State’s John Lucas
drives for the basket against
UNLV guard Jerel Blassingame.

sponding with a 9-0 run of its own
on the way to taking charge of the
game.

No. 4 Oklahoma St. 79, UNLV
67: By halftime, Oklahoma State
had shaken off the rust from a
week-long break for exams. The
Cowboys went on a 15-point run
to erase an early four-point defi-
cit.

Joey Graham had 20 points and
John Lucas added 17 for the Cow-
boys (8-0) as the Final Four team
from a year ago remained unde-
feated.

“We are better than last year’s
team,” said Graham, who led
Oklahoma State with seven re-
bounds. “We have added so many
assets.”

UNLY, down by as many as 16
points, halved the deficit to 71-63
with 1:47 to play thanks to fwe
straight points from Romel

Seconds later, however, Ivan
McFarlin’s dunk capped a perfect-
ly executed fast break in helping
the Cowboys close the game on
an 8-4 run.

“We quit sharing the ball. That
is not what this team is about,”
Graham said about letting UNLV
back in the game.

McFarlin also had 17 points for
the Cowboys, who forced 21 turn-
overs and held UNLV to 40 per-
cent shooting in their first action
since beating Alabama-Birming-

86-73 eight days earlier.

Beck had 25 points for UNLV
(3-4) and Jerel singame
added 19 and nine assists.

am and McFarlin had
seven rebounds apiece as the
Cowboys held a 38-33 advantage
on the boards.

“We didn’t back away in the sec-
ond half,” Ul coach Lon
Kruger said. “We found out that
we have to be more physical.

“Oklahoma State is very strong
and quick, and we didn’t over-
come that.”
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Anderson looks sharp
as UConn gets by Rice

The Associated Press

HARTFORD, Conn. — Rashad Anderson
scored 27 points and went 7-for-8 from
free throw line over the final 2 minutes as Con-
necticut beat Rice 81-72 on Sunday.

Josh Boone added 20 points and dominated
inside with 14 rebounds for the 11th-ranked
Huskies (5-1), who were coming off their first
loss — a 61-59 upset at Massachusetts 10 days
ago.

Connecticut shot just 38
percent from the field, but
Boone anchored a front-
court that outrebounded the
Owls 61-34 and the Huskies’
31 offensive rebounds led to
24 second-chance points.

Michael Harris led Rice (5-2) with 22 points
and nine rebounds.

No. 5 North Carolina 85, Virginia Tech 51:
At Blacksburg, Va., Jawad Williams and Sean
May scored 17 points each as North Carolina
(8-1) gave Virginia Tech (5-3) a rough wel-
come to Atlantic Coast Conference basketball.

The Tar Heels, who have won eight straight
since a season-opening loss to Santa Clara,
scored 17 of the last 21 points to lead 41-27 at

ime, then started the second half with a
16-5 run.

Raymond Felton added 15 points and Marv-
in Williams 12 for North Carolina, which emp-
tied the bench in the second half using 14
players.

In Saturday’s games:

Men’s
Top 25

roundup

Lawrence, Kan., Russell Robi
four points in the final 36 seconds as Kansas
won a game after trailing most of the way.
South Carolina (5-2), a 17-point underdog in
its first road game, came out with a full-court
pressure defense and seized an 11-0 lead over
the fumble-fingered Jayhawks.

Kansas (7-0) committed five turnovers and
had a shot blocked in its first six possessions
and didn’t get its first lead until Keith Lang-
ford fed Christian Moody inside to make it
54-52 with 5:03 to go.

Wayne Simien had 20 points and 11 re-
bounds for Kansas, despite leaving the game
for about 5 minutes in the second half after in-

juring his right thumb. He returned with the

lhumb hedvily taped.

78, Oklahoma 67: At New
York J J. Redlck had 19 of his 26 points in the
second half and Daniel Ewing had 12 of his 17
after halftime, leading Duke’s comeback.

The Blue Devlls who trailed 39-29 at half-
time, are 8-0 for the fourth time in five sea-
sons.

Taj Gray had 18 points and 12 rebounds for
the Sooners (6-2), whose only other loss was to
No. 18 Washington in the semifinals of the
Great Alaska Shootout.

No. 8 Syracuse 74, Drexel 54: At Syra-
cuse, N.Y., Hakim Warrick scored 21 points
and Darryl Watkins had 14 points and 13 re-
bounds for Syracuse (9-1). The Orange won
their second straight after a loss to No. 4 Okla-
homa State and did it by dominating the
boards against Drexel (3-4).

No. 10 Pittsburgh 73, Coppin St. 42: At
Pittsburgh, Chris Taft scored 18 points and
grabbed 11 rebounds for Pittsburgh (8-0).
Carl Krauser added 17 points for the Pan-
thers.

No. 16 lowa 88, W. Carolina 75: At Iowa
City, Towa, Jeff Horner scored 17 of his 20
points in the second half, almost single-hand-
edly breaking open what had been a tight

Towa (9-1) led by only seven after a sloppy
first half, and Western Carolina (5-7) hung
around for a while in the second half before
Horner took over.

No. 17 Alabama 87, Tennessee St. 79: At
Tuscaloosa, Ala., Chuck Davis scored 24
points, grabbed 12 rebounds and blocked
seven shots to lead Alabama.

Alabama (9-1) never trailed in the game
and led by as many as 25 points in the second
half before Tennessee State rallied late, most-
ly against reserves.

Kennedy Winston scored 19 points for Ala-
bama, while Earnest Shelton had 15.

No. 20 Mississippi St. 80, Xavier 74: At
Cincinnati, Winsome Frazier emerged from a
deep shooting slump by scoring 20 points and
No. 20 Mississippi State kept its road streak
going by beating Xavier.

Connecticut’s Rudy Gay blocks a shot by
Rice’s Patrick Britton in Sunday’s game at
Hartford, Conn. Connecticut won 81-72.

The Bulldogs (9-2) won their 14th straight
road game, the longest current streak in Divi-
sion I. Xavier (2-4) has lost three consecutive
home games.

No. 21 Michigan St. 63, Delaware St. 45:
At East Lansing, Mich., Chris Hill had 14
points, including four three-pointers, Kelvin
Torbert added 12 points and Shannon Brown
had 10 for the Spartans (6-2).

No. 25 Cincinnati 81, Northwestern St.
65: At Cincinnati, Jason Maxiell scored 21
points, including 14 in the second half, to lead
Cincinnati (7-0). It was coach Bob Huggins’
500th game at Cincinnati, where he is
381-119.

ESPN says Majerus walks out on USC

BY BETH HARRIS
The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Three days
after being hired as the new bas-
ketball coach at Southern Califor-
nia, Rick Majerus backed out of
the deal and will stay at ESPN as
a college basketball analyst.

“Rick expressed to us that he
had a change of heart and won-
dered if the possibility still exist-
ed for him to work for ESPN. And
it does. We told him he could,”
ESPN spokesman Josh Krulewitz
said Saturday night.

Majerus, who cited health rea-
sons when he retired in January
after 15 seasons as Utah’s coach,
was announced as the Trojans’ in”
coming coach last Wednesday.
He was to assume the post on
April 1.

Majerus did not immediately re-
turn phone messages Saturday
night.

“We plan to meet with Rick on
Monday. Until then, there’s really
nothing we can say,” USC athletic
director Mike Garrett said in a
statement.

'USC spokesman Tim Tessalone
said the meeting had already
been planned.

Until taking over in April, Ma-
Jjerus was supposed be on the bas-
ketball staff and work on recruit-
ing, filling the assistant’s job va-
cated when Jim Saia was promot-
ed to interim coach after Henry
Bibby’s firing.

During a campus news confer-
ence following his hiring, the
S56-year-old Majerus said he
wasn’t worried about his health.

“My health is good or I
wouldn’t do this,” he said. “Both
my doctors encouraged me to do
it. T wouldn’t put anyone, least of
all myself, in harm’s way.”

Saia last saw Majerus over din-
ner Wednesday night, when they
discussed the program’s future.
Majerus had soup and salad for
dinner and kept apples in his
hotel room, Saia said.

“He asked a lot of questions
about the staff and players com-
ing back. He just wanted to get a
feel from me,” Saia told The Asso-

ciated Press on Saturday night,
his voice still hoarse from USC’s
victory over Western Michigan
earlier in the day.

Something apparently changed
overnight Wednesday.

Majerus canceled a Thursday
morning meeting with assistant
coach Bob Cantu, then canceled
dinner that night with assistant
Eric Brown, Saia said. On Friday,
Majerus canceled a meeting wi
the players who would still be eli-
gible next season. He talked to
the team briefly Wednesday after
bemg introduced as the new
coach

Sala said there were no reasons
given for the assorted cancella-
tions.

“He left a message on my cell
Friday night saying he wanted to
go back to Milwaukee and spend
the holidays with his family and
mother,” Saia said. “He Sald he’'d
see me after Christmas.

The Trojans leave for Hawaii
on Sunday to play in the Rainbow
Classic. They are 2-1 since Saia
took over.

“It1l be great to get away and
bond as a team,” he said. “I'm an
interim coach that maybe has a
chance to coach next season. I'd
love to stay at USC.”

Saia said he’s not concerned
about the future.

“I can’t control what is going to
happen,” he said. “You could go
crazy trying to figure it all out.”

UCLA coach Ben Howland was
stunned when informed of Ma-
jerus’ reversal after the Bruins
beat Michigan.

“Youre kidding me, right?”
Howland said. “I hope and will
pray it's not over health issues be-
cause that was always the biggest
concern. That’s surprising to me
because I know from listening to
him how excited he was to come
back.”

Majerus coached Utah to the na-
tional championship game in
1998, losing to Kentucky, one of
the school’s 10 tournament
appearances during his tenure.
His other college stints were at
Ball State and Marquette. He was
also an assistant with the NBA’s
Milwaukee Bucks.

Notre Dame
overwhelms
Army after

a slow start

The Associated Press

SOUTH BEND, Ind. — Colin
Falls scored 16 points and Dennis
Latimore 15 and Notre Dame
beat Army 71-52 Sunday after
spotting the Black Knights a
16-point lead.

Army (2-7) led 21-5 after mak-
ing eight of first 10 shots while
Notre Dame (5-2) missed 12 of
14. Army shot just 31 percent
thereafter while the Irish im-
proved to 45 percent and outre-
bounded Army 47-28.

The Irish finished me first half

a 259

spurl and

Service [P
. second half
Academies [yt

run to put
the game away. Latimore, who
played just eight minutes and
scored just two points on 1-for-3
shooting in the first half, made all
five of his shots in the second
half.

Jordan Cornette had 13 points
and seven rebounds and Chris Th-
omas 12 points and seven assists.

Colin Harris led Army with 10
points, Travis Owsley scored
eight and Jimmy Sewell had
seven points and 11 rebounds.

Despite a big size advantage,
Notre Dame only outscored Army
22-20 inside. But the Irish forced
19 turnovers, leading to 22 Irish
points compared to 10 for Army.

Army was unstoppable at the
start of the game. The Black
Knights scored at will, with 6-foot
Matt Bell dribbling across the
middle of the paint and shooting
over the bigger Irish for easy bas-
kets. They also hit from outside,
with Sewell, who is 6-11, hitting a
three-pointer.

Army used a 14-1 run to take a
21-5 lead when Sewell scored in-
side eight minutes into the game.
The Cadets extended the lead to
16 points again when Bell made
two free throws with 10:12 left in
the half to make it 23-7.

The Irish scrambled back to a
30-30 halftime tie, with Chris
Quinn’s three-pointer three sec-
onds before intermission drawing
Notre Dame even.

Gettysburg 75, Navy 69: At
Annapolis, Md., Mike Spadafora
scored a career-high 26 points to
lead Division III Gettysburg past
Navy on Saturday.

Navy (3-6) led 52-37 with 11
minutes to play but Gettysburg
(3-4) went on a 17-0 run to take
the lead on the way to snapping
an 11-game losing streak against
the Middies dating to 1992.

The score was 63-63 with 2:35
to play when Spadafora put the
Bullets ahead to stay with a free
throw. Spadafora, a transfer from
Dugquesne, scored 12 of his team’s
last 14 points including four
straight free throws to ice it.

The Middies also committed 25
turnovers.

Laramie Mergerson led Navy
with 16 points and Corey Johnson
added 12 points and nine re-
bounds.
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San Diego Chat

AP

rs’ LaDainian Tomlinson runs for 20 yards against Cleveland Browns defender Lewis Sanders, left, in the first quarter Sunday in

Cleveland. Trailing the play is Chargers’ Kassim Osgood (81). Tomlinson rushed for 111 yards and two touchdowns as the Chargers won 21-0.

Chargers stop Browns cold, clinch AFC West with shutout

BY ToM WITHERS
The Associated Press

CLEVELAND — Those light-
ning-bolt decals streaking across
their helmets have never been
more fitting. The San Diego
Chargers have shocked the NFL
— and maybe even themselves.

LaDainian Tomlinson rushed
for 111 yards and two touch-
downs, Antonio Gates tied a
league record with his 12th TD
and San Diego captured the AFC
West title Sunday, sliding
through the snow for a 21-0 win
over the Cleveland Browns.

One season after a

league-worst 4-12 mark, the
Chargers (11-3) won their eighth
straight and earned their first
postseason berth since 1995 when
Denver lost at Kansas city.
They're division champions for
the first time since 1994.

“I've only been here for four
years, but in some ways it feels
like eight,” Tomlinson said. “To
go from where we were to this is
awesome. I've dreamed of the
playoffs for a long time, but it's
only been a dream.”

Reality set in quickly. As the
Chargers walked off the frozen
field, each player was handed an
“AFC West 2004 Champions”

baseball cap.

“This feels great,” said quarter-
back Drew Brees, who attempted
just six passes. “I’s been a long
road for San Diego fans and us. It
feels great because we weren’t ex-
pected to do too much this year.
Instead of 11-3, a lot of people
thought we’d be 3-11.”

With a mistake-free offense
and hard-nosed defense, coach
Marty Schottenheimer has led
the Chargers to their longest win
streak since 1987 and turned
them into the league’s most un-
likely success story.

“We're riding the wave,” full-
back Lorenzo Neal said.

San Diego, which hasn’t lost

since Oct. 17, also showed it can
be a factor in the postseason re-
gardless of climate. The Chargers
ignored the blowing snow, a
game-time temperature of 18 and
a subzero wind chill to post their
first shutout since 1993 and easily
handle the Browns (3-11), who
lost their eighth straight.

After winning on the frozen
shores of Lake Erie, the Chargers
should be prepared to play in frig-
id New England or Pittsburgh in
the playoffs.

“Our confidence is just snow-
balling with each performance,”
Gates said.

SEE CHARGE ON PAGE 27
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